
The Church Bells 
  

 
St John the Baptist church bells removed in 1926 ready for re-tuning  

 
 

A restoration scheme is being carried out in connection with the ancient and historic church of Tisbury, which dates from 1130. 
The tower is undergoing complete restoration, and the very fine peal of six bells is being re-hung. The records on the bells will 
be interesting to a large number of readers. The inscriptions are: 
 

Treble:   God Bless King William W.C. 1700 
Second:   W.C. 
Third:  Wm. Cockey cast mee. 1720 God preserve the Church  
Fourth:  Edward Bracher, James Dinnis, churchwardens. 1783 Wm. Bilbie, Chewstoke. Fecit 
Fifth:  Rob. Cor. 1700 
Tenor:  Richard Doue, Esq and William Bracher C.W. R.C. 

 
Each bell is beautifully ornamented and has been returned after quarter-turning and tuning, ready for re-hanging. The cost of 
this restoration will be about £2,000, and many visitors and friends would wish to share in the privilege of giving towards this 
work. Tisbury, a large and poor parish, is doing its best to raise the necessary fund. Upwards of £550 has been given since 
mid-June. Donations may be sent to the treasurer of the restoration fund, Mr W. H. Dean, Place Farm, Tisbury 
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Bishop’s Stirring Dedication Appeal 
 

Not since the peace rejoicings in 1919 until Wednesday had the people of Tisbury heard the 
stirring and peculiarly homely sound of the bells of the Parish Church. Their silence was due 
not only to blemishes in the bells, but to serious and dangerous defects in the structure of the 
tower, and it needed £2,230 to set them ringing again. A bequest of £1,580 came to the 
authorities for the purpose under the will of Mrs Hutchinson, who died some years ago, and the 
balance of £740 has been raised by public subscriptions.  

 
Last March the work began. The 
bells, which are of 17

th
 century make, 

were un-hung and sent to Croydon for 
re-tuning. The pitch of the tenor bell 
owing to its thinness is D, which is 
most unusual, especially as its weight 
is 16 hundredweight, a tenor bell of 
this weight being as a rule F pitch. 
The whole peal has been carefully re-
tuned.  

 
This set of bells, the contractors say, must have been seen by more people than any other set in England, for they were lying in 
the works while 6,000 people, including 1,300 bell ringers, came to see the world’s greatest carillon, which was shipped to 
Ottawa.  
 
Owing to severe restrictions in tower space the bells had to be re-hung in two tiers on a double-decker frame of steel girders 
laid into the walls, which incidentally serves to strengthen the tower structure considerably. Iron headstocks have replaced the 
old-fashioned wooden ones. The tower has been restored internally, and four new pinnacles, with weather vanes and lightning 
conductors on each, have been added. To the old one-dial clock two more stone dials, one facing east and the other facing 
west, have been added. 
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Dedication Service 
 
The dedication service on Wednesday evening was attended by a very large 
congregation, representing both Anglicans and Nonconformists. The church 
was packed. The Bishop of Salisbury dedicated the bells and the tower in the 
middle of a particularly appropriate service, and he also preached the sermon. 
In addition to the Vicar (the Rev. G. T. Mellor), the following clergy were 
present:--    
 
The Archdeacon of Sarum, the Assistant Priest at Tisbury (Rev. C. L. Desailly) 
who acted as the Bishop’s chaplain, Rev. C. H. Hutchinson, the patron of the 
living and a former vicar of Tisbury (who read the Lesson), Canon W. 
Goodchild (rector of Berwick St. John), Rev. Sutcliffe (Fonthill Bishop), Rev. C. 
P. Fisher (Fonthill Gifford), Rev. Q. Bacon (Swallowcliffe), Rev. Wm. Neville 
(East Knoyle), Rev. Courteen (Donhead St. Andrew). 
 

The service, for which beautiful organ music was played, included three processions round the church by the Bishop, clergy, 
choir and the churchwardens (Messrs W. Webb-Howell, W. H. Dean).  After the Bishop had said the dedicatory prayers, a short 
peal was rung by the following Mr. J. Howell (captain), Mr. L. Belsey (conductor), Messrs. Walter Burt, P. G. Howell, W. F. Burt, 
and F. Woods. 
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Letter to the Editor of the Western Gazette 
Sir, In your interesting account of the restoration of Tisbury church tower and belfry there is a slight error.  You say that to the 
old one dial clock two new dials have been added.  This is not so.  The old stone dial was retained because of its beauty, and 
two new ones made to match, but the old clock that has done duty for a hundred and fifty years has been replaced by a new 
“Grimthorpe” gravity clock.  Yours &c, W.W. Kendall, Tisbury, Oct 14

th
 1927 
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First Peal Commemorated 
 

A quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles - 1,260 changes - was rung on the bells at the Parish Church on Monday by the following 
ringers:  Bert Rock, treble; Charles Dean 2; John Lesley 3; Percy Howell 4; Leonard Belsey 5; Frederick Woods tenor; 
conductor L Belsey.  This quarter peal, which occupied forty-five minutes, marked the occasion of the unveiling of an oak “Peal 
Board” placed in the belfry to commemorate a peal of Grandsire Doubles rung on May 12

th
 1928, this being the first peal rung 

on the bells.  The unveiling ceremony was performed by the Vicar, in the presence of the Church Council. 
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