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1895 The members of the Benett Arms Slate Club held their annual fete on Wednesday, August 14

th
.  The members met at 

the Benett Arms at 11am and afterwards attended service, conducted by the Rector, Rev L K Hilton.   
 

After the service the members marched to the Rectory where music was discoursed by the Gillingham Town Band.  A 
move was then made to the field where dinner was provided by Host Scammell.   

 
The chair was taken by the Rev L K Hilton, who was supported by Messrs T C Kirby, F Young, J Arthur, G Maidment 
and others.  After the loyal toasts had been honoured, the chairman proposed “Success to the Benett Arms Slate 
Club”, Mr Daniells (the secretary) responding.  Mr T C Kirby proposed “The health of the chairman”, and the Rev L K 
Hilton acknowledged the compliment.  Mr F Young gave “The health of the Host and Hostess (Mr and Mrs 
Scammell)”, which was received with cheers.   
 
An adjournment was made to the “open”, and the following sports were gone through: 

 
One mile flat race (open): 1

st
 T Lyne, 2

nd
 F Windsor 

100 yards open race: 1
st
 A Weldon, 2

nd
 F Windsor 

200 yards girls’ race (for members’ children):  
1

st
 E Marchant, 2

nd
 Ida Daniells, 3

rd
 Bertha Daniells, 4

th
 Bessie Hull 

Half mile members’ race: 1
st
 E Foot, 2

nd
 F Knight 

200 yards hurdle race (open): 1
st
 A Weldon, 2

nd
 F Windsor 

200 yards boys’ race (for members’ children): 1
st
 W Hull, 2

nd
 P H Daniells 

Open race for boys:  lst W Hull, 2
nd

 H Knight, 3
rd
 L Kirby 

Match race between E Foot and F Windsor: 1
st
 F Windsor, 2

nd
 E Foot 

Western Gazette August 23 1895 
 

1896 The Benett Arms Slate Club, established in 1893, held its annual fete on Wednesday in beautiful weather.  Members 
assembled at their headquarters at 11 o’clock and, forming into procession, marched (headed by the Gillingham 
Town Band) to the Rectory, where they were met by the Rev A Barrington Simeon, locum tenens for the Rector.  
Going from thence to the church, a special service was held and a suitable address was delivered to the members by 
the Rev Mr Simeon.   

 
On coming out of church, a further call was made at the Rectory and the processionists then marched to a field 
occupied by Mr J Buckland, who had placed it at the disposal of the Club for the day.  Here in a marquee, dinner 
(well purveyed by Mr King, of the Benett Arms) was enjoyed, the company numbering upwards of 60.   

 
The Rev Barrington Simeon presided and was supported by Messrs Imber (Shaftesbury), J Daniells (secretary), 
Marchant, Laws, Cull and Buckland.  The farmers of the village being busily engaged making hay, they were unable 
to be present and support the Society as on former occasions.   
 
Lord Folkestone also wrote regretting his unavoidable absence (through attending a similar gathering in another part 
of the division), and enclosing a guinea towards the Club’s funds.  Further apologies for absence were received from 
Mr J Benett-Stanford of Pyt House and Mr Sibbeth, Fontmell Magna.  
 
Afterwards, loyalty was observed and Mr Laws proposed “Success to the Club”.  Mr Daniells, in replying, said the 
Club was going on satisfactorily.  It had 23 members at its formation in 1893; last year the number had risen to 49; 
and at the present time there were 56 names on the books (applause).  The Society was doing a good work.  The 
secretary tendered thanks to the chairman for his attendance and assistance that day.  
  
 



The company having dispersed, a programme of sports evoked some interest during the afternoon and evening, 
whilst there were also games of quoits.  The band played selections at intervals and for dancing in the evening when 
there was a large attendance of the public.  The results of the sports: 

 
One mile open race: 10s J Fricker, 2s 6d F Windsor 
200 yards open race: 5s F Windsor, 2s S Alford 
Half mile race (for members) 5s F Eden, 2s A Blethen 
Boys’ race (for members’ children) 2s P Gray, 1s W Stone, 6d W Hull 
Girls’ race (for members’ children) 2s Ida Daniells, 1s Edith Marchant, 6d Bertha Daniells 
Donkey race:  Stakes divided between P Daniells and S Bull (4s each) 
Western Gazette July 17 1896 

 

1897 The Old Friendly Society and the Semley Slate Club held a combined festival on Wednesday, but the success of the 
proceedings were interfered with to a great extent by the wet weather, which kept away many visitors from 
neighbouring places.  The members met at the Benett Arms Hotel at half past 10 in the morning and after forming a 
procession, led by the Gillingham Band (under Mr Harris), they marched to the Rectory where they were joined by 
the Rev L K Hilton.   

 
Proceeding thence to church, Divine Service was held, at the conclusion of which the processionists again repaired 
to the Rectory and then to the Common where, in a marquee, they were provided with dinner purveyed by Mr J King.  
The Rector presided, supported by Dr Harris, Dr  Blucke, Messrs Sibbeth, H Charlton, J H Imber, E A Brown, W 
Worthy, A Baker (secretary Old Club) and J Daniells (secretary Slate Club).   

 
The usual toasts followed and from the statements made concerning each Society, it appeared that the Slate Club 
was in a satisfactory state, but that the Old Society was suffering from a lack of young blood.  The Rector, with his 
accustomed generosity, subsequently provided tea for everybody at the school-room and his kindness was 
thoroughly appreciated.   
 
The weather improving a little in the evening, dancing was indulged in on the Common and was maintained until 10 
o’clock when the proceedings ended. 
Western Gazette June 11 1897 

 

1898 On Wednesday, the Semley Friendly Society and the Benett Arms Slate Club held their annual feast on the Green at 
Semley.   

 
The members, headed by the two Secretaries (Messrs R Baker and E G Cull) and the Gillingham Military Band, 
escorted the Rector, Rev L K Hilton, from the Rectory to the church, where a service was held, after which dinner 
was partaken of in front of the Benett Arms, the Rector presiding.  Messrs A F Sibbeth, G Imber, H Watts, R White, E 
James, J Pitman, and H Baker were present.  The usual toasts were drunk, and in the afternoon the members 
marched to the Rectory, where each partook of tea, given by the Rector.  The bells rang at intervals during the day. 
Western Gazette June 03 1898 

 
1899 The members of the Club held their annual feast on Whit Wednesday.  Headed by the Gillingham Town Band, they 

proceeded to the Rectory and escorted the Rector, Rev L K Hilton, to church, where service was held.   
 

At one pm a dinner was provided beneath a tent erected on the Green.  The Rev L K Hilton presided supported by 
Messrs Pinkham, Sibbeth, E James, Pickford, R Baker, Worthey, G Arthur, H G Tanner, Slade, Imber, Tustin, and E 
G Cull (secretary).  A tea was kindly provided by the Rector at the school-room for the members.  The bells rang at 
intervals during the day. 
Western Gazette May 26 1899 
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