
Obituary - Alfred Edwin Smith 1888 
 

Mr Alfred Edwin Smith, photographer, of Newtown, on Monday morning last started from his home to drive to Gillingham.  After 
have gone some little distance, the pony which he was driving, through some unexplained cause, bolted and after continuing at 
a rapid pace for some way, ran into the railings near Pty House Gardens.  The vehicle was overturned and smashed and the 
pony was dreadfully mangled, one of its eyes being knocked out, one side of its face skinned, the bones of its head battered 
and one of  its legs broken.  It was afterwards shot by Mr Benett-Stanford. 
 
Mr Smith, who was thrown a considerable distance, was picked up in an insensible condition and conveyed to his home where 
Dr Ensor was soon in attendance.  On examining him he found that he was very much bruised and the spine of his back was 
much hurt.  On Tuesday, complete paralysis of the body set in, the unfortunate man passing away at one o’clock on 
Wednesday morning.  He leaves a widow and family.  In Tisbury, Mr Smith will be much missed.  As a supporter of the 
Constitutional cause he was most zealous, he being the Secretary of the Wardour Habitation of the Primrose League.  The 
Tisbury Amateur Dramatic Society found in him a most useful member and, as acting manager, he rendered the Society 
valuable service.  Then, again, he was Secretary of the Tisbury Literary Institute, and as such worked most assiduously.  Much 
sympathy is felt for the bereaved family and at the funeral, which is fixed for Sunday next, at 3.30pm, it is expected there will be 
a large gathering including the local court of Foresters, of which deceased was an active member. 
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The inquest on the late lamented Mr Smith, whose death was recorded in our last issue, took place on Thursday, June 21, in 
the Newtown School-room, before Mr, R. A. Wilson (coroner). Mr John Alford was chosen foreman of the jury, and after hearing 
the evidence of two witnesses and the doctor, a verdict of “Accidental death” was returned. 
 

The funeral took place on Sunday afternoon, and created no small stir amongst the inhabitants.  
At two o’clock the members of Court “Wardour Castle” AOF assembled at their Court-room, and 
marched in procession to the deceased’s late residence at Newtown.  
 
The officers of the Court wore black sashes and white gloves, and the members also wore white 
gloves. Amongst the Officers were noticed Mr W. Toms (Chief Ranger), Mr Harry Woods, 
(Treasurer), and Mr, Davey (Secretary).  
 

At about three o’clock a procession left the house and proceeded to the Tisbury Church. Heading the procession was Mr 
Herbert Osmond (undertaker), and then followed Lieut-Colonel Best, R.A. (ruling councillor of the Wardour Habitation of the 
Primrose League, of which deceased was the Secretary). Dr Ensor, Mr John Alford, and other gentlemen.  
 
Next came the body, which was borne by a number of brother Foresters, the officers of the court acting as pall bearers. On top 
of the pall was a number of choice wreathes and crosses, and the deceased’s Forester’s sash. The Mourners followed, and 
after whom came about 60 members of the deceased’s court, a number of visiting brethren from other courts, several of the 
members of the Wardour Habitation of the Primrose League and tradesmen and inhabitants of the town.  
 
Amongst those present in addition to those already mentioned were Major V F Benett-Stanford, Mr W E Moss-King, Rev W L 
Taylor, Mr J.Wastfield, Mr Laversuch, Mr Abbott, Mr W Burridge, Mr J Cuff, Mr F Love, Mr J King (Motcombe), Mr Lather, Mr. 
Wright (Swallowcliffe), Mr Moxham, Mr T Northover, Mr Ponton, Mr Langdon, Mr Genge, Mr R Northover, Mr Charlton 
(Donhead), Mr Ruddock (Hindon), &c.  
 
On arriving at the church gates the mournful cortege was met by the Vicar, the Rev. F. E. Hutchinson, who commenced reading 
the burial service. Whilst the crowded congregation were taking their seats the organist (Mr. E. Osmond) played an appropriate 
voluntary, and after the customary service, he played the Dead March in Saul. 
 
The grave is situated on the eastern side of the churchyard, and is next to that of a very intimate friend of Mr Smith’s (the late 
Mr. M. Taylor), who, it will be remembered, caught a chill last August Bank Holiday at a Primrose Fete at Wardour, and died a 
few days after. 
 
After the ceremony at the graveside, Mr. W Toms read the solemn funeral oration used by the Foresters. In addition to those in 
the procession there were several hundred persons present, and the scene was a most affecting one. On leaving the grave the 
Foresters threw in their sprigs of thyme.  
 
The coffin bore the inscription: Alfred Edwin Smith, died June 29

th
 1888, aged 42 years. 
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