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at the Railway Hotel 1924-1949 

 

 
 

The Railway Hotel, renamed The Kingsettle Hotel in 1935 
 

1924 Beautiful weather favoured the annual fete of the Wilts and Dorset Slate Club, which was held on Saturday in fields 
adjoining the Railway Hotel, Semley, but the Committee felt compelled to cancel what undoubtedly would have been 
one of the most popular features.  A programme of horse racing and jumping events had been arranged, but it was 
reluctantly decided to abandon these because of the anxiety felt by the Committee in regard to the foot and mouth 
disease outbreak.   

 
The Society, of which Mr F Parsons is the chairman, and Mr W Mallett, treasurer, continues its useful work in the 
locality but it suffered a loss last week through the departure from Semley for Chard of the secretary, Mr W. Miller.  
The secretarial duties on Saturday were discharged by Mr G Gray. 

 
 Councillor for the district, who was supported by the Rev R M Rees, rector of Semley, Captain Lancaster, Captain 
Sealy Green (Shaftesbury), Captain Dunston, Major Gibberne, Messrs T Doggrell, Mark Churchill, F Drew, C R Scott, 
A Empson, J Regan, F Coles, E Herrington, R Jesse, E and F Harris, P E Bartlett, &c.   

 
Apologies for absence were received from Major Fletcher Moulton MP for the Salisbury Division, Mr Hugh Morrison, 
Major A H Watt (Master of the South and West Wilts Hunt), and Messrs Wightwick and Hayes.  An excellent dinner 
was served by Mr and Mrs Mallett.   

 
Captain Dunston proposed the toast of “The Bishop, Clergy and Ministers of all Denominations”.  They all 
appreciated in Semley, he said, the ministrations of the Rev R M Rees, but there was also in Semley a Baptist 
Minister of the name of Heaven, and he (Captain Dunston) was sure, that all those present would eventually reach 
the place of which the name was suggested by the Baptist Minister (laughter).   

 
The Rector, responding to the toast, said that he had reason on a recent occasion to refer to the inappropriateness of 
the music rendered by the band for that toast, but that day all was well.  They would realise the significance of the 
remark when he recalled that on the occasion referred to, the band played “Felix kept on walking” (laughter). 

 
Mr R G Graham submitted the toast of “The Army, Navy and Air Forces”, and said that during the past fortnight it had 
been his privilege to visit an air station where a large number of youths between the ages of 15 and 19 were being 
trained in the mechanics of aircraft, upon which arm of the Forces they would in future have largely to depend.   

 
It was something of an honour for the village of Semley that the officer commanding that station was Air Commodore 
Lambe (applause) who was devoting his services, and they were strenuous, to the development during the next three 
years to that branch of the service.  On that account, Commodore Lambe was unable to be home at Semley as 
frequently as he and they wished, but when the three years had expired, he hoped to spend much more time in the 
village, and he would then be able to look back with pride upon the force which he had built up with such painstaking 
care, for he would then have a force of the finest blood in Britain (applause). 

 
Captain Sealy Green, who responded, said there were unquestionably many men in the room who had seen more 
service than he had and were better qualified to respond to the toast.  If he might venture to offer a suggestion, it was 
that the young men in that district should get into the camps by joining the Territorial Force, for he could assure them 
they could render no finer service to their country.  During the past fortnight he had been in camp, for he himself was 
still a Territorial, and they had had a very good time, with the knowledge also that they were fitting themselves for any 
emergency that might arise. 

 
The chairman, proposing the toast of “The Club”, said clubs such as the Wilts and Dorset did an immense amount of 
good, not only by reason of the financial help they gave to the members who happened to fall sick, but they were 
beneficial in that gatherings such as that enabled employers and employees to rub shoulders together and thereby 
promote that friendliness of feeling which was so desirable in these days when in the industrial world there was so 
much unrest and distrust.   

 
He had been honoured on previous occasions by being invited to take the chair at club gatherings in the village in 
which he lived, but had never previously had the opportunity of taking a similar office in Semley.  He appreciated the 
kindness of his friends, Tom Doggrell and Mark Churchill, in inviting him and if the invitation was renewed in futu5re, 
he would be happy to accept it (applause). 



 
Mr J Gray responded on behalf of the Club, stating that they had a membership of 83, and had paid out £20 in 
sickness benefit so far this year.   

 
Mr T Doggrell submitted the toast of “The Visitors” and Mr C R Scott replied.  Mr Mark Churchill proffered “The health 
of the Chairman” and referred to the usefulness of the work done by members of the County Council.  He had in fact 
reached the view that the County Councillors were doing better work for the country than the Members of Parliament, 
which statement might sound a little strange until they remembered that at Westminster there was so much talk and 
so little action.   

 
Certainly the County Councillors of Wiltshire were doing good work, although if he might offer a criticism, it was that 
expenditure on education should be perhaps more wisely made.  He was anxious above all things that every child 
should have the best possible education, but having spent many years in education work himself, he realised the 
difficulty of procuring the best, but he did feel that many thousands of pounds were wasted under the present 
administration.   

 
Mr J Gray proposed the toast of “The Host and Hostess” to which Mr W Mallett replied. 

 
Results of the sports: 
200 yards open: 1 ? Davis, 2 F Jewer, 3 E Colquhoun 
200 yards members’ only: 1, B Chubb, 2 A Williams, 3 H Pitman 
100 yards married men, members only:  1 F Jewer, 2 W Pitman, 3 S Thomas 
Half mile open: 1 F Jewer, 2 J Stokes, 3 A Webber 

 
Sack race:  1 E Colquhoun, 2 C Street.  Pillow fight: E Colquhoun 
 
Captain Dunston won a bowling competition, the prize in which was a cheese given by Mr M Churchill.  A darts 
competition was won by Harold A Pitman with a score of 124, A Jupe being second with 112 and F Toogood third 
with 109. 
Western Gazette Friday 15 August 1924 

 

 
Western Gazette 17 July 1925 

 
1926 The Wilts and Dorset Slate Club held its annual festival at the Railway Hotel Semley on Saturday in glorious weather.  

There was a good attendance at the club dinner.  Mr W R Shaw Stewart presided, and was supported by the Rev R 
M Rees, Capt D W Sutthery, Commander Ley, R.N., Messrs T Doggrell, Moore-Stevens, R Jesse, D Pike, A Harris, E 
James, Tyler, Mansfield, R Herrington, E Herrington, Dewey, Johnson, E Cadley, T Rossiter, Blackall, J Gray, 
Mullins, E Coward, F Parsons (chairman of the club), G Gray (secretary), and others.  Mr and Mrs W Mallett provided 
an excellent meal. 

 
The Chairman proposed “The King” and other loyal toasts, which were drunk with enthusiasm.  In proposing “The 
Bishop and Clergy of all Denominations”, Mr Mark Churchill spoke of the general order and good conduct of the 
labouring and artisan classes during the industrial disputes, and said he could not help thinking that it was to be 
attributed to a high moral standard of character leavened by the principles which were taught in the churches. 

 
The Rector of Semley, in reply, said he felt that it was his duty as well as his pleasure to show his sympathy with a 
club, based on the principle of self-help, which made provision for the day when a member was laid low by sickness.  
He was very glad that, as years went, on the denominations had learnt how to give and take in matters of controversy 
and to appreciate the work of all.  There was no reason why there should be so many diversions, and he welcomed 
the tendency to come closer together.  Differences were being wiped out because people understood one another 
better (hear, hear). 

 
Safety of the Realm 
Mr R Jesse, in proposing “The Navy, Army and the Air Force”, said they were all convinced that for the peace of the 
world it was necessary to have strong and effective armed forces in this country, and he thought it was essential to 
the safety of the realm that men should be trained for the Territorial Force.  Every young man who could join the 
Territorials or the Yeomanry ought to do so.  They would enjoy the training and have a good time, and their 
experiences would broaden their outlook.   Mr Jesse also paid a tribute to the excellence of the general body of ex-
Servicemen in civilian employment. 

 



Commander Ley, who responded, said it was a melancholy fact that last year’s meeting was shadowed by a disaster 
to a submarine, and that they had again to deplore the loss of brave lives in a submarine.  The story of the Chief 
Engineer who went straight to blow the tanks and whose body was found at his post, showed how quietly and 
unostentatiously the officers and men of the Service were facing in peace time the risks of war.   

 
He regretted that it was becoming increasingly difficult to get Parliament to vote money for the upkeep of the Fleet.  
Between 1918 and 1922, this country scrapped 44 battleships and 95 cruisers, besides many destroyers and 
auxiliary vessels, and it seemed to him that new construction had not anything like made good the wastage that had 
occurred.  The Boy Scouts had a motto, “Be Prepared”.  As a nation he thought they would not be unwise if they 
adopted that motto and lived up to it (hear, hear). 

 
The Club’s Record 
Mr W R Shaw Stewart, in submitting “The Wilts and Dorset Slate Club”, said the attendance of members and 
particularly of young members, indicated that the club was in a flourishing condition.  The splendid association of co-
operation with self-help had kept them going for a good many years, and he wished them all prosperity in the future. 

 
Mr Geo Gray (secretary) expressed grateful thanks for the kind support the club had received, and acknowledged 
donations from Mr Hugh Morrison M.P., Capt Hastings, Mrs C Woodford, Mr A E Wightwick, Major Nixon, the Rev 
W.B. Johnson, Mr F Ansdel, Mr S J Young, Mr A Jacob and Mr F Tuck.  He stated that the club had a membership of 
74, and that sick benefits amounting to nearly £20 had been paid out during the year. 

 
Mr T Doggrell, proposing the toast of “The Chairman” remarked that Mr Shaw Stewart took the keenest interest in 
village life, and they were always pleased to welcome him.  They were very much gratified that he had recovered in 
health from his recent visit abroad, and they sincerely hoped that the improvement would be maintained and 
continued.   

 
Mr Shaw Stewart belonged to a family which from time immemorial had done everything possible for village life.  
Many of them remembered his grandmother, who was one of the best ladies in the land.  The family traditions were 
being carried on, and he was sure they would be continued in the next generation (applause).  Mr Shaw Stewart, who 
was greeted with musical honours, said it was true that they had a very long connection with Semley and other 
villages in the district.  He hoped that it might be continued by his children and those who came after them (cheers).  
The toast of “The Host and Hostess” was drunk on the proposition of Mr E Cadley. 
 
Pony Racing and Jumping 
The Mere Band played during the dinner, and afterwards performed a programme of music in the hotel field, where 
the amusements arranged by the Committee included a number of interesting competitions.  Pitching a sheaf of corn 
over a raised bar was a test of skill and strength.  Those who succeeded in the contents were 1 T Saint, 2 S Burrow, 
3 J Young.  The latter gave his share of the prize money to the club fund.   
 
T Mills and E Lampard were the winners in a darts match and Messrs Bristow and Bishop divided the cheese for 
bowling.  Another event was a Klondike mine, in which Mrs Woodford pegged the claim containing the hidden 
treasure.  She kindly gave the amount to the fete fund.  An Aunt Sally shy, lent by Mr Barnes of East Knoyle, and run 
by Mr G Candy, caused great fun.  In the evening there was an attendance of about 800 people to witness pony 
racing and a jumping competition over a course laid out in Mr W Pike’s field.   

 
The following were the results: 
Jumping competition, open to South & West Wilts horses:  1 Mr Jesse Cross, 2 Miss Troyte-Bullock, 3 Mr R Jesse 
Jumping competition, open:  1 Mrs S Hunt, 2 Miss Troyte-Bullock, 3 Mr R Jesse 
Pony Race:  1 Mr J Avery, 2 Miss Hannam.  Slow Bicycle Race:   B Toogood.  Boys’ Race:  1 Victor Mallett, 2 J 
Dewey, 3 J Hull 
Western Gazette Friday 03 September 1926 

 
1939 A whist drive was held at the Kingsettle Hotel (by permission of Mr and Mrs Dunford) on Friday.  Nine tables were 

occupied.  The prizes were given by Mrs Bartlett.  Miss Bartlett, Colonel Savill, Mr Grocott, Mr E A Seamark, Mr E 
Langford and  Mrs Dunford.  Mrs Bartlett distributed the prizes to (ladies) 1 Mrs F A Jay, 2 Mrs Busby, 3 Mrs Bartlett, 
consolation Mrs Garrett.  Gents 1 Mr J Maidment, 2 Mr D Busby, 3 Mrs S Board, consolation Mr H Fletcher.  Mr 
Rowden, secretary of the South and West Wilts Slate Club was MC.  The proceeds were in aid of the Club funds.  
Western Gazette 05 May 1939  
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Note:  The Wilts & Dorset Slate Club was re-named the South & West Wilts Slate Club sometime after 1926. 


