
Obituary - George Edward Lush 1933 
 
Widespread regret will be felt at the death, which took place on Thursday afternoon, at the Old 
Garden, Tisbury, of Mr George Edward Lush, Clerk to the Tisbury Magistrates.  He was 62 years 
of age, had been in poor health for several months and latterly had lain in a critical condition. 
 
Besides his widow, he leaves one son and three daughters.  His son, Mr G Leopold Lush, who is 
a solicitor, has been assisting his father in his official duties during his illness.   
 
Mr G E Lush was one of the sons of the late Mr Robert Lush.  His grandfather was a brother of 
Lord Justice Lush, the famous Judge of the Court of appeal. 
 

For nearly forty years Mr G E Lush was associated with magisterial administrations in the Tisbury and mere Division of 
Wiltshire; first as Deputy Clerk and, on the resignation of the clerkship about three years ago by Mr J Mayo, the Justices for the 
Petty Sessional Division appointed him as Clerk to the Magistrates. 
 
He was a familiar and popular figure amongst the legal fraternity accustomed to attend the Wilts Quarter Sessions and Assizes 
and in his office duties at Tisbury he was always courteous to applicants, and rendered willing assistance to those unable to 
procure legal assistance.  His long years of service at the Tisbury and Mere Courts were marked by the approbation of the legal 
profession when the intimated that his appointment to the clerkship vacated by Mr Mayo would not be the subject of 
competition from any member of the profession practising in the area, a tribute of a unique character. 
 
In local affairs, Mr Lush took an active and energetic interest for many years.  As a member of the Parish Council, he was the 
leader of a progressive movement in Tisbury’s affairs which culminated in 1926 in a project to secure urban powers for the 
district.   Mr Lush was keenly interested in horticultural pursuits and the amateur classes at Tisbury show were always well 
supported by him.  He took a keen interest in the historical amenities of the neighbourhood and it led him to purchase a house 
at Fovant which is said to date back to Domesday Book, which is now untenanted and more or less a ruin, likely to come under 
a demolition order of the Wilton Rural District Council. 
 
During the proceedings at Tisbury Petty Sessions on Thursday, the magistrates learnt, with deep regret, that Mr G E Lush had 
passed away.  The chairman of the Bench, Captain J Hastings, said the magistrates heard with very sincere regret of the 
passing of Mr Lush.  As Clerk to the Magistrates he had been a most valuable adviser and they would miss him enormously.   
 
Mr W H Tayler said he could thoroughly endorse all the chairman had said with regard to Mr Lush’s capacity and he wished to 
add that Mr Lush had always been most kindly and helpful in every way.  The solicitors practising at the Court, and those who 
had known him professionally for many years, would miss him quite as much as the magistrates.  Mr L Williams offered sincere 
sympathy with the bereaved family and spoke of the excellent feeling that Mr Lush’s methods always brought into the 
atmosphere of the Court.  Supt Barrett said they had lost an excellent and painstaking official and he had lost a great personal 
friend.  He was very sorry that Mr Lush would be with them no more.  Mr G Leopold Lush, who was acting as deputy clerk, 
expressed thanks for the expressions of sympathy towards himself and the family. 
 
Impressive Funeral – County and Official Representatives 
The funeral at Tisbury Church on Monday afternoon was attended by representatives of the County Magistracy, the County 
Police, members of the Shaftesbury and Gillingham Lodges of Freemasons, and many of the residents and traders of the town 
and district.  Freemasons accompanied the coffin from the house to the church, where the cortege was met by the Rev D I W 
Phillips, curate in charge, who conducted the service. 
 
Whilst the congregation was assembling, the organist, Mr J Freestone, played Beethoven’s Vesper Hymn, “All Glory to the 
Lamb” and “Blest are the departed”.  Psalm xxiii was chanted; the hymns were “Nearer my God to Thee” and “Abide with Me”. 
At the close of the service in the church the “Dead March” in Saul was played in Masonic form and the Nunc Dimittis was 
chanted as the coffin was born to the grave.  The coffin was of unpolished oak, with oxidised silver fittings and bore on an 
engraved plate the following inscription:  “George Edward Lush, died 9

th
 November, 1933, aged 62” 

 
The family mourners included Mrs Lush (widow), Mr G Leopold Lush (son), Miss R Lush and Mrs J F Fairlie (daughters), Mr J F 
Fairlie (son-in-law), Mr R Lush and Mr T Lush (brothers), Messrs M, E, W, F and A Lush (nephews), Mr and Mrs Head, Mr and 
Mrs T Ashford, Mr F Ashford and Mr and Mrs W Terrill (brothers-in law and sisters-in-law), Mrs Rose (niece), Mr F Ashford jun 
(nephew) and Mr W Sampson.  Another daughter, Mrs E E Burt, the wife of Major Burt, is living in Salisbury, Rhodesia. 
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