
ARUNDELL ARMS HOTEL 

A Newspaper Timeline 

 
Built in 1859 by Archibald Beckett to co-incide with the opening of the railway station, the hotel played host to many Foresters 
and Oddfellows Friendly Society gatherings from the mid 1800’s to the early 1900’s.  The hotel has been converted to 
residential apartments and renamed Bridge House. 
 
 
1861 The Committee of the Wardour Lodge of British Foresters beg to announce to the public that they will hold a Fete on 

Wednesday the 17
th
 instant in a spacious marquee in a field opposite the Tisbury Railway Station.  A procession will 

be formed and the members will attend Divine Service at eleven o’clock.  Dinner will be provided by Host Woods. 
Member’s tickets 2s each. Non-member’s tickets 2s 6d each which include admission to the field.  To be obtained at 
the Arundell Arms Inn and of the Secretary. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 20 July 1861 

 
1863 Wednesday last was a grand day at this pleasant and rural village, it being the day announced for the Foresters Fete. 

Additional interest was imparted to the proceedings from the fact that the members of the Tisbury branch of the Wilts 
Friendly Society had determined to amalgamate with the Foresters, and join in the festival.   

 
After the service, the members of the two societies returned to a tent in a field lent for the occasion by Mr George 
Osmond, where a good and substantial dinner was served up by Mr Woods, landlord of the Arundell Arms Inn.   
(part article only) Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette Thursday 23 July 1863 
 

1867 Thursday last seemed to be a general holiday for the good folk of the quiet village of Tisbury and the surrounding 
neighbourhood.  The occasion was the joint annual festival of the members of the Wardour Lodge of Foresters and 
the Tisbury branch of the Wilts Friendly Society; and as the weather fortunately proved very favourable, there was a 
large gathering of the members of both societies and their friends.  

 
The proceedings commenced shortly before eleven o’clock. A procession was formed at the Arundell Arms Hotel, 
headed by the Ebbesborne excellent brass band, the Foresters having their usual regalia, and the members of the 
Wilts Friendly Society having as usual their white rosettes with a medal.  About one o’clock they sat down to a very 
good dinner supplied by Mr F G Woods in a large marquee erected in the meadow.  
(part article only) Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 03 August 1867 

 

1872 William Harding, of Tisbury, was summoned for being drunk and disorderly at the Arundell Arms Inn, Tisbury, and 
refusing to leave on being requested by the landlord on the 22

nd
 ult.  Fined 10s and costs.  The defendant was also 

summoned for being drunk and riotous in the street near the Arundell Arms on the same day.  Police Sergeant Britten 
proved the case and Harding was convicted for this offence in the sum of 10s and costs. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 02 November 1872 
 

1879 Harry Fray, labourer, of Wardour, was brought up in custody, and charged with being on premises, situate at West 
Tisbury, for an unlawful purpose.  PC Coleman proved finding the prisoner lying on some straw, in a thatched shed 
belonging to Mr Woods of the Arundell Arms, at one am on Sunday 23

rd
 March.  Mr Woods proved that he had not 

given prisoner permission to sleep in the shed.  Prisoner said he had no home.  The Bench sentenced him to one 
month hard labour. 
Western Gazette Friday 04 April 1879 

 
1879 Death:  Nov 9, at the Arundell Arms, Tisbury, Eliza, wife of Mr F G Woods 

Western Gazette Friday 14 November 1879 
 

1881 On Wednesday, the “Loyal Wardour” Lodge, No 3,601, of Oddfellows, and the Juvenile Lodge, held a grand fete at 
Tisbury, in a meadow near the station kindly lent for the occasion by Mr Cuff.  A procession of the members was 
formed at the Arundell Arms Hotel and preceded by the Band of the Royal Wilts Yeomanry Cavalry, from Salisbury, 
marched to the old Parish Church.  After parading the principal streets, the company proceeded to a large tent in the 
field where Bro F G Woods, of the Arundell Arms, had supplied a first rate dinner.   
(part article only) Western Gazette Friday 09 September 1881 

 
 



 
1882 Death: Aug 31, at the Arundell Arms Inn, Tisbury, Frederick George Woods, aged 56 

Western Gazette Friday 08 September 1882 
 

1883 On Friday evening, a shocking event, showing the uncertainty of life, occurred at the Arundell Arms Hotel in this 
parish.  Whilst Miss Betsy (Bessie) Woods was engaged in her ordinary duties, she was noticed by the charwoman to 
stagger.  She at once called the attention of Mr Harry Woods, her brother, who was standing near.  He instantly took 
her in his arms and seated her in an easy chair.   

 
Mr J A Ensor was immediately sent for, but before he arrived, she expired, having lived a quarter of an hour without 
regaining consciousness.  She had not been in her usual good state of health for some little time.  The doctor 
certified that death was due to the breaking of a blood vessel on the brain.  Deceased had, by her truly amiable 
disposition and kindly manners, endeared herself to all who knew her.  Great sympathy is expressed on all sides for 
her bereaved friends. 
Western Gazette Friday 16 November 1883 

 
1884 A conditional license was applied for by Mr Nodder, for Mr H Woods, of the Arundell Arms, Tisbury, for a new house 

which is to be erected opposite the Railway Station.  The application was opposed by Mr Read, barrister at law, 
instructed by Mr Powning of Salisbury, on behalf of Mr Archibald Beckett, the now owner of the Arundell Arms.  The 
hearing occupied about two hours, when it was announced by the chairman that the majority of the Bench were in 
favour of granting the license.  (Applause was manifested in the Court but it was instantly suppressed). 
Western Gazette Friday 05 September 1884 

 
1885 Mr Harry Woods, of the Arundell Arms, Tisbury, applied for a confirmation of a license, granted by the Licensing 

Committee for a newly-built house at Tisbury, to be named the South Western Hotel.  Granted.   
Western Gazette Friday 08 May 1885 

 
1885 James Hacker was fined 7s 6d and costs for refusing to quit the Arundel Arms, Tisbury 

Western Gazette Friday 11 September 1885 
 

 
 

 
Advertisement 

            Kelly’s Directory 1889 
 
 
 
 
   
1891 James Cuff, landlord of the Arundel Arms Hotel, Tisbury, was charged by the Rev F E Hutchinson, vicar of Tisbury, 

with violent and indecent behaviour in Tisbury Parish Church on Dec 11
th
.  This case was adjourned from the last 

Court in order that Mr Fulton, who appeared for the complainant, might confer with Mr Robins, defendant’s solicitor, 
with a view to arriving at a settlement.   

 
Mr Robins now stated that his client had consented to pay the costs of the Court, £1-1s solicitor’s fee, and also to 
give an undertaking that he would not again interfere with the ringing of the bells of the parish church, over which the 
offence had originated.  The Rev F E Hutchinson said he was willing to withdraw the summons upon the terms 
mentioned and, the Bench consenting, the summons was accordingly withdrawn.    
Western Gazette Friday 06 March 1891 

 
1891 An inquest was held at the Arundell Arms Hotel on Wednesday afternoon, before Mr Coroner Wilson, and a jury of 

whom Mr Hill was foreman, touching the death of John King, of Tucking Mill, aged sixty-three years of age, whose 
body was found in the river Nadder, near the railway station, on the day previous, by Ernest Cuff, son of Mr James 
Cuff, proprietor of the Arundell Arms.  (part article only).                              
Western Gazette Friday 08 May 1891 
 

1895 James Cuff, retired innkeeper, of East Tisbury, was charged on the information of Alfred Fred Perrett, gamekeeper, 
in the employ of Mr J Benett-Stanford, with trespassing on lands in the occupation of Mr Philip Genge, of Wickwood 
Farm, West Tisbury, in search of game. Mr W Marsh, of Tisbury and Yeovil, appeared for the prosecution, and the 
defendant pleaded not guilty.    

 
John Jesse Jesty identified the handwriting of a letter which the defendant had written to Mr Benett-Stanford 
acknowledging his guilt and seeking forgiveness. Defendant, in defence, endeavoured to prove that the permission 
given him had never been withdrawn. The Bench imposed a fine of £1 and 9s costs, the prosecution not asking for 
the expenses of the witnesses.                
 Western Gazette Friday 22 February 1895 

 
1914 The Wardour Lodge of Oddfellows held a fete on Wednesday in the Vicarage Field, kindly lent by Mr R Wastfield.  In 

the morning the members paraded the streets and attended service at the Parish Church …..  The toast-list 
concluded with “The Host”, submitted by Mr R Lush, and acknowledged by Mr J W Harrison.  In the field skittle 
matches, sports and dancing were the principal amusements.  
(part article only) Western Gazette Friday 24 July 1914 

 

 



1920 REMEMBER OLD WARDOUR.  Bank Holiday, August 2
nd

 WILL NOT BE DRY.  Refreshments provided by J.W. 
Harrison, Arundell Arms and J W Dewey, Confectioner, Tisbury 

Western Gazette Friday 30 July 1920 
  
1921 Letter to the Editor: Mr W Gaye writes to “On September 8, whilst walking across a large grass field here (at 

Marnhull) about mid-day, I saw a small owl fly away from a pond, practically dry, owing to the drought.  It was seated 
on the stump of a tree and I watched it fly to some elms, quite 150 yards distant, and noticed its peculiar dipping 
flight.  Some two years ago I came across a pair of these birds in captivity at the Arundell Arms Hotel, Tisbury, when 
fishing on the Nadder, and the hotel proprietor, Mr Harrison, to whom the birds belonged, told me thy had been 
caught in a covert between Sherborne and Milborne Port, just on the borders of Somerset and Dorset”. 
Western Gazette Friday 28 October 1921 
 

1927 Tisbury has lost a well-known and much respected inhabitant in Mr Joe Harrison, for many years licensee of the 
Arundell Arms Hotel, whose death occurred on Saturday. Well known to a large circle of acquaintances for his genial 
good nature, he was a familiar figure in the town. The interment took place at Wardour Cemetery after a service in 
the Tisbury Roman Catholic church on Monday where, in the presence of a great crowd of old friends, he was laid to 
rest close to where he had passed the early portion of his life. The coffin was borne to the grave by the following 
Oddfellows: Bros H Read, A Jukes, E Fray, G Bugden, Gurd and Foyle. The deceased had been a member of the 
Loyal Wardour Lodge since 1889 and for some years held the office of treasurer. Other members of the Order 
present were Messrs W E Green, F Woods, J Wyatt, S Mullins, A Kellow, C Hull, G Furnell, F Love, G Ponton, M 
Langdon, with the Secretary, Mr H J Penny. The funeral service of the Order was read by Bro F Woods.  
 
Mrs Harrison wishes to take this opportunity of thanking all who, by their offerings of flowers, their presence, and kind 
enquiries, showed their esteem for her late husband. Also those more intimate friends who so willingly helped her in 
his long illness. 
Western Gazette Friday 01 July 1927 

 
1927 The license of the Arundell Arms was transferred from the Executors of the late Mr J W Harrison to Mr C W Sanger.  

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Friday 19 August 1927 
 
1927 Fairweather Fairlie & Son have received instructions from the Executors of MR J W HARRISON, deceased, late of 

the Arundell Arms Hotel, Tisbury, to sell by AUCTION, in St George’s Hall, Tisbury, Wilts on Wednesday, September 
14

TH
 at 1.30 pm the whole of the useful HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE, CATERING WARE, GLASS and CUTLERY 

including:-   
 
S-day Grandfather Clock, in Oak Case; 3ft Walnut Overmantel; 5ft Mahogany Bookcase; Walnut Loo Table; 4ft 
Mahogany Table with Lifting Flap; 3ft 6in Mahogany Dressing Table; 8 Mahogany Dining Chairs; 3 Easy Chairs; 
Cane-seat and Windsor chairs; 6ft Couch; Washstands and Dressing Tables; Bedsteads and Bedding; Toilet 
Mirrors;Trestle Tables and Trestles; Copper Kettle and Warming Pan; Bamboo and Deal Tables; Three Chests of 
Drawers; Blankets; Table Cloths; Curtains; Quilts; Clocks; Lamps; Large Quantity Ornaments; Chinaware; Fenders; 
Fireirons; Pictures; about 355 White Dinner Plates; 20 Soup Plates; Vegetable Dishes; Sauce Boats; Jugs; Cruets; 6 
Pairs Carvers;11 Dozen Forks; 5 Dozen Dessert Spoons; 7 Dozen Tea Spoons; 7 Dozen Table Spoons; 18 Dozen 
Meat and Dessert Knives; 29 Champagne Glasses; 49 Liqueur Glasses; Wine Glasses; 91 Tumblers; 6 Stamped Pint 
Tankards; 4 Ornamented Pint ditto; and 5 Half-pint ditto; 4 Decanters; Pairs E.P. Candlesticks and Stands; Baskets, 
&c. Sale to Commence at 1.30pm.. On view morning of sale.  Further particulars from the Auctioneers. 
Western Gazette Friday 09 September 1927 
 

1927 Mrs C Sanger, Arundel Arms Hotel, wishes to thank all kind friends for expressions of sympathy and numerous letters 
received in her sad bereavement and to all who sent floral tributes.            
Western Gazette Friday 11 November 1927 

 
1941 Marriage:  March 12

th
 at the Church of the Sacred Heart, Tisbury, by licence, Alfred Clifford, youngest son of Mr and 

Mrs Alfred Dunn, of Tisbury Gates, Tisbury, to Elsie Blanche, elder daughter of Mrs B A Pain and the late Mr C W 
Sanger, Arundell Arms Hotel, Tisbury. 
Western Gazette Friday 21 March 1941 
 

 
   Landlord   Source 

1861-1882 Frederick G Woods   Wardour Census 1861/W Gazette 08 Sep 1882 

1883-1885 Harry Woods  W Gazette Friday 16 Nov 1883/W Gazette 08 May 1885  

1889-1891 James Cuff  Kelly’s Directory 1889/Wardour Census 1891 

1892-1903 Charles Bugg  Register of Licences  

1904-1927 Joseph Wm Harrison Register of Licences/S & W Journal 19 Aug 1927 

1927  Chas Wm Sanger  Register of Licences 

1930-1941 Mrs Blanche Alice Pain Register of Licences/W Gazette Friday 21 Mar 1941  
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