
THE BENETT ARMS HOTEL 

A Newspaper Timeline 
 
 
The Benett Arms Hotel, complete with 
Assembly Room and steam brewery, 
was built by Archibald Beckett in 1870.    
 
But it was not plain sailing in the early 
days.  John Rhynd (the first landlord) 
called Archibald Beckett (the owner) to 
account at Tisbury Petty Sessions for 
forcibly entering the Hotel in 1873. 
 
The hotel played host to various local 
club dinners and had a well patronised 
Slate Club throughout the late 1800’s. In 
1911, a branch of the Royal Wilts Carpet 
Factory operated from the former 
Assembly Room.  The Hotel still thrives 
today. 
 
 

1871 Annual Licensing Day, Hindon Petty Sessions.  There was an application by Mr Archibald Beckett for a license to 
open a new inn at Wardour, called the Benett’s Arms Hotel.  Mr Nodder appeared for the applicant, and produced a 
petition, numerously signed by the leading persons of the locality and neighbourhood, stating that the house would, if 
licensed, be of great accommodation to the public. 

 
Mr Nodder stated that the house was on the borders of the parishes of East Tisbury and West Tisbury; it was in the 
centre of a large agricultural district, and there were large stone quarries in the neighbourhood; also, it was 
conveniently adapted for public purposes, and it would afford accommodation to commercial travellers and visitors of 
all classes; he also gave a minute description of the conveniences in the house and outbuildings. 
 
Mr Atkinson oppposed the application, and presented a petition, also numerously signed, from the inhabitants of 
Wardour, stating that the present inn accommodation was sufficient, and praying that the license applied for by Mr 
Beckett might not be granted.   
 
The Justices heard the arguments of Mr Nodder and Mr Atkinson, and after some consultation they dediced to grant 
a provisional license, as they considered that the refusal to grant the same would be of great inconvenience to the 
public.  The Justices also directed their clerk to report their decision to the Secretary of State for his confirmation 
under the recent Act.           
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 09 September 1871 

 

 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 30 September 1871 

 

1873 Hindon Petty Sessions.  Forcible Possession of an Hotel …….. “He (counsel) then called John Charles Rhynd, who 
stated he was the landlord of the Benett Arms Hotel, Tisbury, and took it under a lease dated 7

th
 October, 1871”.  

(part article only) Western Gazette Friday 23 May 1873 

 
1873 The licence of the Benett Arms Hotel, at Tisbury, was transferred from Mr Rhind to Mr Archibald Beckett. 

Western Gazette Friday 08 August 1873 
 
1875 For Sale.  On the Salisbury and Yeovil Railway - The “Bennet Arms Hotel” and Tisbury Steam Brewery.  Messrs 

Waters, Son and Rawlence are instructed to sell by auction, on the premises, on Thursday, 6
th
 May, 1875, at three 

o’clock p.m., all that extensive and very desirable long leasehold property known as the Benett Arms Hotel, carried 
on in connection with the Tisbury Brewery, and where a business has been hitherto conducted averaging £140 per 
month, but which is capable of very considerable increase, as the owner (who is now conducting the house) is 
compelled to be often absent to attend to other business.   

 
For further particulars, apply to the Auctioneers, Canal, Salisbury, or to Messrs Slade, Mayo & Marsh, Solicitors, 
Yeovil.  Fixtures and Brewing Plant to be taken at valuation in the usual way, and a moiety of the purchase money 
may remain on mortgage, if desired, at 4½ per cent. 
Western Gazette Friday 30 April 1875 

 
1875 A meeting was held at the Benett Arms Hotel on Wednesday, under the presidency of Mr V F Benett-Stanford MP, 

for the purpose of considering the advisability of starting a gas company for this place. Messrs A Beckett, J Howell, 
E Northover and J D Allen, and the Ref F E Hutchinson, were also present.  
 



After some discussion, it was decided to form a limited company, with a capital of £2000 in £10 shares. Mr C T 
Robins was appointed clerk pro tem. More than half the shares were taken up in the room. The meeting was then 
adjourned. 
Western Gazette Friday 24 September 1875 

 
1880 Ostler wanted immediately, and to do part of the driving.  Apply H Collins, Benett Arms Hotel, Tisbury, Wilts. 

Western Gazette Friday 07 May 1880 
 

1881 John Blandford, of Tisbury, was summoned by Mr Collins, landlord of the Benett Arms Hotel, for being drunk and 
refusing to leave the house when requested on 12th Feb. fined 2s 6d and costs. He was further charged by the police 
with being drunk in the street on the same day and for this offence, he was fined 2s 6d and costs. 
Western Gazette Friday 04 March 1881 

 
1884 Archibald Beckett, of the Benett Arms Hotel, Tisbury, made an application for the license to be transferred to Frank 

Love.  Granted.                                                                                                        
Western Gazette Friday 14 November 1884 

 

1885 Edward Blandford and Jas Best, labourers, of Tisbury, were charged with stealing a bottle of orange bitters on 
December 1, the property of Mr Frank Love, of the Benett Arms Hotel, Tisbury.  The first-named defendant not 
appearing, the case was adjourned, a warrant being issued for his apprehension. 
Western Gazette Friday 18 December 1885 

  

1888 Barmaid wanted shortly, in country hotel.  Good reference and character.  Some experience.  Frank Love, Benett 
Arms Hotel, Tisbury.                                                                                                   
Western Gazette Friday 20 April 1888 

 
1888 In connection with the Loyal “Wardour” and Juvenile Lodges of the Independent Order of Oddfellows, Manchester 

Unity, a grand fête was held on Wednesday.  The weather in the earlier part of the day as very stormy, but 
brightened as the day wore on. The members assembled at their lodge-room at 10.30, and formed into procession in 
full regalia. Accompanied by their officers and the Tisbury and Wardour Brass Band, headed by a magnificent 
banner, they marched to the Parish Church, where a choral service was held.  After service, the village was 
perambulated and the members then proceeded to dinner, which was laid out in a creditable manner in the Victoria 
Hall, the caterer being Mr Frank Love, of the Benett Arms Hotel. 
Western Gazette Friday 13 July 1888 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                         Advertisement 
                         Kelly’s Directory 1889 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1891 Mr Styring, brewer of Tisbury, applied for the permission of the Bench to put his clerk in charge of the Benett Arms, at 

present without a tenant, but licensed in the name of Frank Love.  The application was granted, provided that a 
proper tenant should be found by next Bench day.                                         
Western Gazette Friday 30 October 1891 

 
1891 A Revision Court, Mr Mortimer presiding, was held at the Benett Arms Hotel on Wednesday Sept 30th. Mr Hammick 

watched the proceedings in the Conservative interest and Mr Hall that of the Liberals. The proceedings were almost 
devoid of public interest.                                                                                  
Western Gazette Friday 09 October 1891 

 
1895 F O Ford, of the Benett Arms, Tisbury, applied for an occasional license for Whit-Tuesday, on the occasion of a Club 

fete.  Granted.                                                                                                        
Western Gazette Friday 31 May 1895 

 
1895 Slate and Pig Clubs’ Fete 

The members of the Slate and Pig Clubs held an amalgamated fete on Tuesday.  The members met at the Benett 
Arms Hotel at 10 o’clock, 80 answering to the roll call.  Headed by the Tisbury volunteer Band, leader Mr J Risdon, 
the principal streets were perambulated and Divine service was attended at the church, the Rev F C Hutchinson 
preaching an appropriate sermon.  After service, an adjournment was made to the Benett Arms Hotel for dinner at 
which Mr W R Shaw-Stewart, of Berwick House, presided, the vice chair being filled by the Rev W R Griffiths. 

 
After dinner a short toast list was gone through.  Loyalty having been observed, that of “The Bishop and Clergy and 
Ministers of All Denominations” was submitted from the chair and acknowledged by the vice chairman.  Mr Kipling 
proposed “The Army Navy and Reserve Forces”, Mr Everett and Mr Northover responding.   
 



Other toasts followed.  Mr G Landon and Mr J A Meaden are secretaries of the Pig and Slate Clubs respectively and 
both are in a flourishing condition.  In the afternoon the members repaired to a field near the vicarage where sports 
and dancing were engaged in.  
Western Gazette Friday 07 June 1895 

 
1898 Shaftesbury County Court.  Frank O Ford, proprietor of the Benett Arms Hotel, Tisbury, sued John Winter, the 

secretary of the Rovers Football Club, Tisbury, for 5s, amount alleged to be due on the hire of a room.   
Plaintiff gave evidence that in August last, the defendant hired one of his rooms for a meeting of the Football club and 
on asking, the terms for hiring the room for the season, plaintiff told him 5s including the use of the room that 
evening.  Defendant made no reply, but witness understood the club would have the room, which was kept and 
prepared for them.  They did not meet there again.  

 
The Judge:  Such meetings bring a certain amount of custom to a house?  Plaintiff:  No, your Honour, I did not take a 
shilling that evening.  The Judge:  If a man gets no custom, he should be paid for his room.  The defence was that 
plaintiff allowed the Club the free use of the room for the meeting mentioned, and defendant told him he could not 
accept his terms before first submitting them to the Committee.   
 
Mr Dutton, the landlord of the South Western Hotel, offering the club half a guinea to hold their meetings at his house 
(for the custom), this offer was accepted by the Committee and the charge of the plaintiff was not entertained.   
 
His Honour said as plaintiff admitted defendant made no reply to his terms of 5s for the season, he must enter 
judgement for the defendant. 
Western Gazette Friday 15 July 1898 

 
1898 The license of the Benett Arms Hotel, Tisbury, was fully transferred from Mr F O Ford to Mrs Elizabeth Griffin. 

Western Gazette Friday 21 October 1898 
 
1899 At a special court on Monday, John Gurd, lately ostler at the Benett Arms Hotel, Tisbury, surrendered to his bail to 

answer a charge of having stolen six cigars and three packets of cigarettes, the property of Elizabeth Griffin, the 
proprietress of the Benett Arms Hotel.  Mrs Griffin, the prosecutrix, said prior to the date of the present charge she 
had missed cigars, as well as a quantity of cigarettes and tobacco.  She recognised the cigars and cigarettes 
produced as being the same brand as she sold.  She valued them at ls 3d.   

 
Percy Griffin, son of the last witness, spoke to having found in the stable these cigars and a quantity of cigarettes, 
which he gave to his father.  Supt Fox arrested prisoner, who replied “Yes, sir, I took them” (meaning the cigars and 
cigarettes), and went into the bar and pointed out the box he took them from.  Defendant was fined £1; in default one 
month.  The fine was paid.  
Western Gazette Friday 10 February 1899 

 
1899 Mr Benett-Stanford presided at a dinner in connection with the Wardour Lodge, Independent Order of Oddfellows, 

held at the Victoria Hall on Thursday evening.  “The Health of the Host and Hostess” was heartily drunk. Mr Griffin 
suitably replied. (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 20 January 1899 

 
1902 Help (useful) wanted.  Particulars by letter, Mrs Meadway, Benett Arms Hotel, Tisbury 

Western Gazette Friday 24 October 1902 

 

1916 Help wanted with housework.  Person between 30 and 40 might suit.  Mrs Meadway, Benett Arms Hotel, Tisbury 
Western Gazette Friday 13 October 1916 

 
1934 The funeral took place at the Parish Church Tisbury, on Monday, of Mr R J Meadway, a former much-respected 

inhabitant and licensee of the Benett Arms Hotel for many years, whose death occurred at Hastings on Thursday at 
the age of 72 years.  (part article only).                                                                
Western Gazette Friday 11 May 1934 

 
1939 The following, summoned (at Tisbury Petty Sessions) for having failed to comply with the lighting regulations, were 

dismissed with a caution …….... Alan H Davis, the Benett Arms, Tisbury.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 06 October 1939 

 
1941 Mrs Lilian Christine Collins, Miss Florence Mary Woods and Miss Rosie Woods of 94 Mount Pleasant, Tuckingmill, 

Tisbury, pleaded guilty and were each fined 10s for having stolen one half pint glass, three wine glasses and two 
tumblers, valued 5s, the property of Alan Davis of the Benett Arms, Tisbury.  
 
Inspector Townsend said the accused visited the Benett Arms and after they had left the glasses were missed from 
the bar where they had been drinking.  The glasses were subsequently recovered from the defendants. Defendants 
told the Bench that they did not intend  to steal the glasses and would have returned them the next day. 
Western Gazette Friday 20 June 1941 

 
1946 The observation “Out of the way, white trash” by a Jamaican airman to a member of the 6

th
 Airborne Division at the 

Benett Arms, Tisbury, on the night of September 29
th
, led to a fracas which resulted the appearance at Tisbury 

Magistrates Court on Monday of five Jamaicans who are members of the Royal Air Force, to answer a charge of 
maliciously wounding Samuel Anson, at Tisbury, on September 29

th
……  Other witnesses for the prosecution were 

….  Alan H Davis, licensee of the Benett Arms.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 11 January 1946 

 



 
   Landlord   Source 

1870-1871 Archibald Beckett  S & W Journal Saturday 30 September 1871 

1871-1873 John Charles Rhynd W Gazette Fri 23 May 1873/W Gazette Friday 08 Aug 1873  

1873-1875 Archibald Beckett  W Gazette Friday 08 Aug 1873/Kelly’s Directory 1875 

1880-1884 Herbert Collins  Kelly’s Directory 1880/ W Gazette Friday 14 Nov 1884 

1884-1891 Frank Love  W Gazette Friday 14 Nov 1884/W Gazette 30 Oct 1891 

1891  Elizabeth Brooks  Wardour Census 1891 

1894-1895 Thomas John Dominy Register of Licences   

1895-1898 Frank O Ford  Register of Licences/ W Gazette Friday 21 Oct 1898    

1898-1899 Elizabeth Griffin  W Gazette Friday 21 Oct 1898/ Register of Licences   

1899-1901 George Kidwell  Register of Licences 

1901-1923 Richard  J Meadway Register of Licences /Kelly’s Directory 1923 

1924-1946 Alan H Davis  Register of Licences/ W Gazette Friday 11 Jan 1946 
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