
Wartime Weddings 1939-1945 
 
 

1938 The wedding took place at St Leonard’s Church on Saturday, of Mr Bertram Ivor Charles Maidment, eldest son of the 
late Mr C Maidment and of Mrs Maidment, of Bemerton, and Miss Ada Louise Hayward, eldest daughter of Mr A J 
Hayward, Gutch Common, Semley, and only child of the late Mrs Hayward.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 16 December 1938 

 
1939 The wedding took place at St Leonard’s Church on Saturday of Mr Frederick Charles Ricketts, son of Mr and Mrs C 

Ricketts of Gutch Common Semley, and Miss Edith Annie Haines, youngest daughter of the late Mr A Haines and of 
Mrs Haines, also of Gutch Common Semley.  The bride, who was given away by her brother, Mr A Haines of 
Christchurch, wore a dress of ivory satin with veil and wreath of orange blossoms and carried a bouquet of crimson 
carnations.   
 
The bride was attended by four bridesmaids, Misses Nellie Garden and Florence Vivash (nieces of the bride) who 
wore blue satin dresses and Molly Weaver and Margaret Brown (nieces of the bridegroom) whose dresses were of 
pink satin.  All carried bouquets of carnations and a band of leaves in their hair.  The “best man” was Mr F Brown of 
Bournemouth (brother in law of the bridegroom).   
 
The Rector, Mr D FitzMaurice, officiated and the hymns sung were “Love Divine” and “Lead us Heavenly Father Lead 
Us”.  Mrs Wightwick was at the organ.  A reception was held at the bride’s home, 45 guests attending.  The bride and 
bridegroom later left for Newport Mon., for their honeymoon.  They were the recipients of a large number of useful 
presents, including a cheque from Mr and Mrs Blackburn of Donhead St Mary where the bride had been employed 
for some five years.  As the bride was leaving the church, Joan Higgins (a small niece of the bride) presented her 
with a horseshoe. 
Western Gazette September 01 1939 

 
1940 The wedding took place in St Leonard’s church on Saturday of Miss Annie Reekie, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs D 

Reekie of 54 Lawrence Park Kinglassie Fifeshire Scotland and Signalman Bertram James Hull, R.C.S. only son of Mr 
Hull and the late Mrs Hull of Sem Hill Semley.  
 
Owing to the bride’s father being unable to attend, Mr Hull gave away the bride.  Her dress was of white figured 
marocain angle length with short train and a wreath and embroidered veil, the latter lent by her mother.  She carried a 
shower bouquet of red carnations.  The bride was attended by her sister, Miss Janet Reekie and Miss Christine Hull 
(sister of the bridegroom).  They wore dresses of pale blue silk taffeta with silver head-dresses and gold brooches 
(the gift of the bridegroom).   

 
The service was choral and the Rev. D. FitzMaurice (Rector) officiated.  The hymns sung were “The voice that 
Breathed o’er Eden” and “O Father All Creating” with Mr Clements at the organ.  A reception was held at the home of 
the bridegroom where the bride had been staying for some time.  Owing to the bridegroom’s short leave, the 
honeymoon was dispensed with.                                                             
Western Gazette September 6 1940 

 
1940 The wedding took place in St Leonard’s Church on Saturday of Miss Margaret Kathleen Knight, youngest daughter of 

Mr and Mrs F Knight of the Bungalow, Semley, and Mr Edward James Chapman, third son of Mr and Mrs S 
Chapman, Sem Hill, Semley.  The bride was given away by her father.   
 
Her ankle length dress was of white satin beaute with a wreath of orange blossom and veil and carried a bouquet of 
pink carnations.  The bridesmaids, Miss Gladys Minney and Miss Ethel Minney (friends of the bride) wore silver blue 
satin beaute dresses, ankle length, and coronets of silver and blue leaves.  Their bouquets were of pink carnations.  
They also wore gold pendants, the gift of the bridegroom.  The bride’s brother, Mr J Knight, was best man.   
 
The Rector, the Rev D FitzMaurice, officiated.  The service was choral.  The hymns sung were The Voice that 
Breathed O’er Eden, O Perfect Love and Thine for ever God of Love.  Mr Seamark was at the organ.  A reception 
was held at the bride’s home.  The couple were the recipients of between 50 and 60 presents. 
Western Gazette Friday 01 November 1940 

 
1940 The wedding took place in St Leonard’s Church of Miss Daisy May Parsons, youngest daughter of Mr and Mrs I 

Parsons, of Hugglers, Semley, and Lance-Corpl. Frederick James Munday (who was in dress uniform), son of Mrs 
Munday and of the late Mr Munday, of Shaftesbury.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 05 December 1941 
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