
THE SOUTH WESTERN HOTEL 

A Newspaper Timeline 

 
In 1884 Archibald Beckett built the South Western Hotel opposite the railway station.  Harry Woods, who at that time was 
managing the Arundell Arms Hotel for Beckett, moved across the road to take charge of the new hotel.   
 
 
1884 A conditional license was applied for by Mr Nodder, for Mr H Woods, of the Arundell Arms, Tisbury, for a new house 

which is to be erected opposite the Railway Station.  The application was opposed by Mr Read, barrister at law, 
instructed by Mr Powning of Salisbury, on behalf of Mr Archibald Beckett, the now owner of the Arundell Arms.  The 
hearing occupied about two hours, when it was announced by the chairman that the majority of the Bench were in 
favour of granting the license.  (Applause was manifested in the Court but it was instantly suppressed). 
Western Gazette Friday 05 September 1884 

 
1885 Mr Harry Woods, of the Arundel Arms, Tisbury, applied for a confirmation of a license, granted by the Licensing 

Committee for a newly-built house at Tisbury, to be named the South Western Hotel.  Granted.   
Western Gazette Friday 08 May 1885 

 
1888 On Thursday, the 19

th
, Mr H J Lever, builder &c., of this town, entertained his employees at supper at the South 

Western Hotel.  Nearly 100 partook of his hospitality including many tradesmen of the town.  The repast was served 
by Mr H Woods.  The usual toasts having been drunk, the evening was enlivened by man excellent songs.  At the 
breaking up of the party, many and prolonged were the cheers given for Mr and Mrs Lever and family. 
Western Gazette Friday 27 January 1888 
 

1890 On Tuesday, members, together with several gentleman and tradesmen of the town, met at the South Western Hotel 
and had dinner.  They Chairman, Rev W I Blaker, (president of the club) was supported by Rev F E Hutchinson, 
Messrs Lovell, Goodall, Toms, Ensor, Harrison, Cadley, Hussey, Mollard and others.  During the evening many 
capital songs were sung by Messrs Lovell, Tancock, Grey, Mollard, Woods, Bull, Hussey and Lever. 
Western Gazette Friday 07 February 1890 
 

1891 Extension granted to Mr Harry Woods of the South Western Hotel, Tisbury for a Foresters’ supper 
Western Gazette Friday 16 January 1891 

 
 An Institute, to be known as The Tisbury Oddfellows and General Literary Institute, was opened on Wednesday. In 

connection with the same a dinner was held on the evening proceeding at the South Western Hotel, Host Harry 
Woods catering in his usual excellent style.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 18 December 1891 

 
1894 By kind permission of the Right Hon Lord Arundell, the Wardour Catholic Benefit Society will hold their Annual Fete in 

the Castle Grounds on Whit Monday, May 14
th
, 1894.  Wardour Band will be in attendance.  Dancing and other 

amusements.  Refreshments provided by Mr Woods, of the South Western Hotel, Tisbury.  Tea by Mrs Brown at a 
moderate charge.  Application for erection of stalls, swings, roundabouts, &c. to be made to the secretary.  Admission 
6d, children 3d.   
Western Gazette Friday 11 May 1894 

   
1898 Shaftesbury County Court.  Frank O Ford, proprietor of the Benett Arms Hotel, Tisbury, sued John Winter, the 

secretary of the Rovers Football Club, Tisbury, for 5s, amount alleged to be due on the hire of a room.  Plaintiff gave 
evidence that in August last, the defendant hired one of his rooms for a meeting of the Football club and on asking, 
the terms for hiring the room for the season, plaintiff told him 5s including the use of the room that evening.  
Defendant made no reply, but witness understood the club would have the room, which was kept and prepared for 
them.  They did not meet there again.  
 
The Judge:  Such meetings bring a certain amount of custom to a house?  Plaintiff:  No, your Honour, I did not take a 
shilling that evening.  The Judge:  If a man gets no custom, he should be paid for his room.   
 
 



The defence was that plaintiff allowed the Club the free use of the room for the meeting mentioned, and defendant 
told him he could not accept his terms before first submitting them to the Committee.  Mr Dutton, the landlord of the 
South Western Hotel, offering the club half a guinea to hold their meetings at his house (for the custom), this offer 
was accepted by the Committee and the charge of the plaintiff was not entertained.  His Honour said as plaintiff 
admitted defendant made no reply to his terms of 5s for the season, he must enter judgement for the defendant. 
Western Gazette Friday 15 July 1898 
 

1902 Ferne House, Wilts.  John T Woolley is favoured with instructions from Sir Walter J Grove, bart, who has sold the 
estate, to sell by Auction, on the premises on Monday 28

th
 July 1902, and Weds, Thurs, Fri and Saturday, July 30

th
 

and 31
st
, and August 1

st
 and 2

nd
, the furnish (antique and modern) of the mansion ….  Arrangements have been 

made with Mr Waterman of the South Western Hotel, Tisbury, to run conveyances to Ferne from Tisbury Station after 
the arrival of the 10.7 up train, and the 10.23 down train each day, and back to Tisbury after the Sale, at a charge of 
1s per head each way. 
Western Gazette Friday 25 July 1902  

 
1917 Apartments, well furnished, two bed, one sitting-room, good cooking and attendance.  Moderate charges.  Close to 

station.  Smith, South Western Hotel, Tisbury 
Western Gazette Friday 16 March 1917 

 
1921 General Servant wanted at once.  Age 20.  Some experience.  Oakley, South Western Hotel, Tisbury 

Western Gazette Friday 16 December 1921 
 

1927 The licence of the South Western Hotel, Tisbury, was transferred from Mr Henry Oakley to Mr Percy Aldridge 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Friday 19 August 1927 

 
1939 The following, summoned for having failed to comply with the lighting regulations, were dismissed with a caution …… 

Percy Aldridge, South Western Hotel, Tisbury.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 06 October 1939 
 

1943 Walter George Hull, 2 Doctor’s Place, Tisbury, and Percy Aldridge, South Western Hotel, Tisbury, were each fined 
20s for failing to observe the black-out regulations.  
Western Gazette Friday 05 November 1943 
 

1947 Tisbury Licensee’s Problem 
Percival Aldridge, tenant of the South Western Hotel, Tisbury, (for whom Mr A B Lemon appeared) applied at 
Shaftesbury County Court for possession of partly furnished rooms in the hotel, occupied by a Mrs Jordan.  He said 
that he let the bedroom and a kitchen to a Mr Horsburgh, who moved in on March 12

th
 with the respondent.  He 

stayed two nights and then disappeared, but the woman, whom at first he thought was Horsburgh’s wife, remained.   
When Aldridge gave evidence of notice to quit having been served on Mrs Jordan, His Honour said that as the law 
stood the notice should have been served on the tenant .   
 
Mrs Jordan said she came away with Horsburgh as his wife because he had promised her a home and security for 
her and her children.  Her husband had left her.  She did not know where Horsburgh was.  He just left her.  His 
Honour:  You cannot expect Mr Aldridge to house you.  Why should he?  This is an extremely awkward case, His 
Honour remarked.  “There is no difficulty about Mr Aldridge accepting payment for use and occupation, but I cannot 
make an order against her”.  To Mrs Jordan His Honour said “You are not treating Mr Aldridge very well.  I know it is 
not all your fault, but there is no reason why he should be a home for the lost and strayed”. 
Western Gazette Friday 15 August 1947 

 
 
   

 

  Landlord   Source 

1884-1894 Harry Woods  W Gazette Friday 05 Sep 1884/Register of Licences 

1894-1898 John Dutton  Register of Licences/Kelly’s Directory 1898 

1899-1915 Wm W Waterman  Register of Licences/Kelly’s Directory 1915 

1916  Liliam M Waterman  Register of Licences 

1916-1920 Thomas Smith  Register of Licences/Kelly’s Directory 1920 

1921-1927 Henry & Ethel Oakley Register of Licences/S & W Journal Friday 19 Aug 1927 

1927-1947 Percy Aldridge  Register of Licences/W Gazette Friday 15 Aug 1947 
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