
Inquest - Frederick James Ball 1934 
 

 
Letters relating to an unfortunate love affair which had disturbed a young man’s mind were referred to 
at an inquest held at Tisbury on Saturday respecting the death of Frederick George Ball, of Court-
street, Tisbury, who was found in a dying condition with a gunshot wound in the chest in a garden 
adjoining his home on Thursday afternoon. 
 
The Deputy coroner for Wiltshire, Mr Philip Johnson, did not make the letters public, but expressed the 
opinion that the affair had obviously preyed on the young man’s mind. 
 
Ball, who was 28 years of age, was employed as a baker’s rounds-man by Messrs T Harris & Sons, of 
Tisbury. 

 
Miss Gwendoline Ball, of Court-street Farm, Tisbury, gave evidence of identification.  She said as far 
as she knew there was no reason why her brother should have taken his life.  He became depressed 
about two months ago, but previously he had been of a cheerful disposition.  The gun which the police 
produced was his property, and he kept it in an outhouse.  He had no financial worries. 

 
James Fray, aged 77, of 134 Court-street, grandfather of the deceased, stated that at 3pm on Thursday he saw Frederick Ball 
leaning against a post in the garden.  Witness spoke to him, but his grandson made no reply.  Whilst witness was shaking 
grass into the chicken run, he heard a loud gun report.  He ran to the top of the garden and saw Ball lying on his back close to 
the entrance of the house.  He was alive, but was unable to speak in reply to questions.  The witness added that within two 
minutes his grandson had expired. 
 
In reply to the Coroner, Mr Fay said he saw but very little of his grandson, and did not know whether the young man had any 
worries. 
 
Dr W H Du Pre, of Tisbury, stated that he was called to Court-street at 3.15pm.   When he arrived, Ball was dead.  There was a 
double-barrel shotgun lying within arm’s reach of him, and also a stick about 2ft 6ins in length.   The deceased had a circular 
hole in his chest about half an inch below the nipple on the left side, and his ribs were broken.  There was no scorch mark on 
his jacket and there was blood in one of the gun barrels, which went to show that the gun was touching his body when the shot 
was fired. 
 
Dr Du Pre also stated that he carried out an experiment and found that it was easy to press the trigger of the gun by means of 
the stick.  In his opinion Ball must have shot himself by that means.  Death was due to haemorrhage following an injury to the 
heart. 
 
The Coroner retired for ten minutes, in company with Inspector Townsend, to peruse a number of letters which were found 
among the deceased’s belongings.  On returning, he recorded a verdict of Suicide whilst of Unsound Mind. 
 
He said, “I have considered the evidence and also a number of letters, which were found by police in the house.  It is a very sad 
case and there is no possible doubt whatever that the young man was much disturbed in mind on account of an affair into the 
details of which I need not go.  It obviously had preyed on his mind for some considerable time past.  He probably had a 
sudden impulse and his mind became unhinged and disturbed, with the result that I have to find a verdict that he killed himself 
while not being of sound mind”. 
 
The Funeral 
The funeral of Mr Ball took place at the Parish Church on Monday.  The chief mourners were his three sisters, brothers-in-law, 
and immediate relatives, the deceased’s employers, Messrs H Harris & Sons, and the bake-house staff.  A very large number 
of friends also attended in the church or at the graveside as a token of sympathy and respect.  The service was conducted by 
the Rev J M McTear.  There were a large number of beautiful floral tributes from relatives and friends, which included one from 
Mr and Mrs Harris and family and one from his workmates at the bake-house. 
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