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Swallowcliffe and Ansty Branch 

  
On Wednesday last the second annual meeting of the Swallowcliffe and Ansty Branch of this Society was held in the parish of 
Swallowcliffe, when a numerous body of honorary and benefit members attended. The members (as usual) assembled about  
eleven o’clock in the morning at the Vicarage, and walked in processions, preceded by the Berwick Brass Band, to the parish 
church, where a very appropriate sermon to them by the Rev William Smith, of Berwick St. John, from Prov. xiv. 34.  On their 
return they partook of a very good and substantial dinner in the National School-room, at which the Rev J H Samler, incumbent 
of Swallowcliffe, presided, supported by the chief inhabitants of the two parishes and their friends.  

 
We are happy to state, that, in consequence of the excellent arrangements which were made by the stewards and others, and 
the universal good-feeling which prevailed, the greatest satisfaction was experienced by al present. Dancing was kept up with 
great spirit during the afternoon, which was much enlivened by the vocal exertions of Messrs W Jeffery, Haskell, and Osmond, 
and the cheerful music of the band.  
 
In consequence of a remark which was made in the last week’s Journal, attributing “mismanagement” to this branch of the Wilts 
Society, it may be as well to add, that it appears to be in a most prosperous condition, if we may judge from the fact that it has 
more than doubled the number of its members during the past year, and still continues to grow in the esteem of the inhabitants 
generally of the parishes of Swallowcliffe and Ansty. 

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 9 June 1849 
 
On Wednesday last the cheerful anniversary of the two clubs established in this village was celebrated with the usual hilarity, 
the peculiar fineness of the weather very largely contributing to the general satisfaction experienced by all present.   Preceded 
by the incumbent and his friends, and some of the most respectable inhabitants of the village, the two clubs left the Vicarage, 
and headed by their respective Bands, walked over to the parish Church, where, at the close of the prayers, a very excellent 
and appropriate discourse was preached to them by the Rev Wm Bedford, Fellow of New College, Oxford, from St. Luke, xvi 8.  

 
After divine service, the Old Club repaired to the London Elm, where, as on former occasions, ample provision was made for 
their entertainment by the landlady, Mrs Gerrard; and the District Branch of the Wilts Friendly Society enjoyed a social 
afternoon in the National School room, where a much larger party, both of honorary and benefit members and their respective 
friends, were assembled at dinner than we remember to have seen upon any previous occasion.  

 
At the close of the repast, the meeting was enlivened by the vocal performances of Messrs Jeffery, Osmond, and Haskell, who, 
as usual, gave their gratuitous services upon the occasion. On leaving the school room the party proceeded to the grounds of 
the Vicarage adjoining, where the assembled guests, after having partaken of tea and cake upon the lawn amused themselves 
for the rest of the evening with dancing, and carried it on with great spirit to the enlivening strains of the Ebbesborne Band, 
which, we are glad to say, still continues to merit the support which it has hitherto received.   We have only to add the hope that 
for many years to come it may be permitted the inhabitants of Swallowcliffe and Ansty to enjoy many more such festive 
meetings as this which we have endeavoured to describe. 

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 28 May 1853 
 
The Anniversary of the clubs connected with these villages was held on Wednesday last. They formed a united procession to  
Swallowcliffe church, where the Rev John Wyndham, Rector of Sutton Mandeville, their respected neighbour, preached a most 
excellent sermon from Matthew vi, 33, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added unto you.”  
 
The old club then repaired to the London Elm, where they enjoyed the comfort of a substantial dinner, and spent the day in 
cheerful harmony. The local branch of the county Friendly Society dined in a commodious barn, and were favoured with the 
company of the Rev J H Samler, the incumbent, with several of his clerical friends, and also by the honorary members, Messrs 
G G  Blandford, T Jeffery, Joseph Alford and Charles Foster.  
 
Dancing on the lawn, followed by tea at the Vicarage, brought on the shades of evening, and the happy day closed with an 
adjournment to Mr Blandford’s hospitable abode, where a company of that gentleman’s family friends were assembled. 

 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 24 May 1856 
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