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By the late 18th century small settlements had become established north and south of Windmill Hill at the Green.  As the 
settlement at the Green grew in the 19th century, the Fox and Hounds and a Primitive Methodist Chapel opened, just a stone’s 
throw from each other.   

 
Probably due to its remote location from the village centre, the inn doesn’t appear to have 
hosted the large array of social and club functions through the 1800’s as the other two local 
hostelries, but it did have the patronage of the South & West Wilts Hunt who met regularly at 
Windmill Hill, and for many years, the annual Knoyle Feast which drew in hundreds of villagers 
and revellers.   
 
Today, this popular pub - much enlarged from the original thatched house - thrives in its tranquil 
setting on the Green with spectacular views over the Blackmore Vale in neighbouring Dorset. 
 
Left: Blackmore Vale from Windmill Hill 

 
1872 Letter to the Editor 

Sir, Will you allow me a small space in your paper?  I am unused to letter-writing, but in justice to myself I cannot 
allow the report given in your paper of my being fined at the Hindon Petty Sessions for being as therein stated, drunk 
at Knoyle Feast, to pass without some explanation.  In the first place, I was not drunk.  I went to Knoyle on business, 
and, it being cub hunting, after I transacted such business, I went and joined scores of others in witnessing the sport.   
 
That over, I went to the nearest place for refreshment, the Fox and Hounds Inn, where I had three glasses of beer.  I 
had no words with anyone, although there was plenty of quarrelling going on, and I saw several strip to fight - Knoyle 
men as well as those from other places.  I left then and walked home, a distance of six miles.   
 
To my surprise, a few days after, I was waited upon by a policeman, who served me with a summons, and on my 
asking him what it was for, he stated he did not know, he was not there.  Imagine my further surprise when, on my 
appearing at Hindon, this man was the first to get into the witness box and swear I was drunk, which I repeat, was 
false.  How was it that, with the exception of one other man, I should be picked out when there were upwards of a 
score drunk and quarrelling.  
Yours very respectfully, Solomon Maidment, Gillingham, Oct 14, 1872 
Western Gazette Friday 18 October 1872 

 
1883 Hindon Petty Sessions.  William Hayward, William Reed and James Hook, were respectively fined 5s and costs and 

William Allen 7s 6d and costs for being drunk on licensed premises at East Knoyle Green on 24
th
 Sept; and Sophia 

Burton, landlady of the Fox and Hounds beer-house, for permitting the drunkenness, was fined £3 and costs. 
Western Gazette 12 October 1883  

  
License Transferred 
The license of the Fox and Hounds beer-house, East Knoyle, Green, was transferred from Sophia Burton to her son, 
James Burton. 
Western Gazette Friday 16 November 1883 
 

1884 Hindon Petty Sessions.  George Flower, of East Knoyle, was summoned by John Burton, landlord of the Fox and 
Hounds, at Knoyle Green, for being drunk and refusing to quit the premises on the 6

th
 inst.  He did not appear.  PC 

Grant proved the case and he was fined 5s and costs.  He was then charged by the police with being drunk and 
disorderly on the same day at Mere.  Inspector Bowdry proved the case and defendant was fined 10s and costs. 
Western Gazette 26 September 1884 

 
1885 Hindon Petty Sessions.  Mrs Burton, of the Fox and Hounds Inn, East Knoyle, applied for a provisional license.  

Granted. 
Western Gazette 11 September 1885  

 
 



1885 FOX AND HOUNDS INN, EAST KNOYLE, WILTS   
Sale of 5 head of Horn Stock, 3 Hack Horses, Store Pigs, implements and 2 ricks of hay.   
 
Messrs. Senior & Godwin have received instructions to  sell the above stock (late the property of Mr John Burton), 
by auction, on the premises on Tuesday, October 6

th
 1885, at half past two precisely, comprising three heifers, in 

calf and in milk; 2 dairy cows ditto; 3 weanlings; bay mare, five years old, quiet to ride and drive; grey mare, 6 years 
old, ditto; brown cob horse ditto; 5 rare store pigs; capital strong spring trap in good condition; bridle and saddle; 
sundry harness; 2 knife chaff cutter; and sundry other articles.  Also stack of old meadow hay, in Puxey, about 5 
tons, with liberty of removal; rick of new meadow hay, ditto.   
 
N.B.  The auctioneers recommend the Horn stock as being young, honest, and excellent for milk; the horses are of a 
useful description, fit for posting or van work, and the whole is deserving especial attention.   
Western Gazette 02 October 1885  
 

1888 Theft - Elizabeth Merchant, a married woman, of East Knoyle, was summoned for stealing 7s 6d from a till at the Fox 
and Hounds beerhouse, East Knoyle, on August 9

th
 …. . P.C. Grant proved arresting the prisoner and charging her 

with the theft. Having cautioned her she said, “I know I took the money, and I have given it back again.” He received 
the two half-crowns produced from Mrs Burton. Mr. Supt. Bull said that when the prisoner was brought in he charged 
her, and she said, “What I took I have given up.” She was sober.  The prisoner, who is 65 years of age, expressed 
her sorrow for what she had done, and said that if she had remained a teetotaller it would not have happened. She 
had determined not to take any more drink.  Two previous convictions were proved against her for similar offences, 
and the Bench sentenced her to a month’s imprisonment.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 24 August 1888 

 
1901 Knoyle Feast was celebrated last week, and the old custom of the South and West Wilts Hounds meeting at the 

Windmill was observed. The pack looked in the pink of condition, and Lord Heytesbury, the popular master, was 
present, in addition to a large number on horseback, and many inhabitants of Knoyle, which make the day an annual 
fox-hunting day. After some good sport, two foxes were killed. After the hunt, the Green, near the Fox and Hounds, 
was visited and here roundabouts, swinging boats and other amusements were provided. East Knoyle brass band 
was in attendance, under bandmaster Francis, and they played selections of music. Dancing wound up a very 
pleasant day. 
Western Gazette 04 October 1901 

  
1918 Death - Nov 20

th
 at the Fox and Hounds, East Knoyle, Kitty Irene Coombs, infant daughter of Private F C and Mrs 

Coombs, aged 2 years 
Western Gazette 06 December 1918 
 

1926 The old custom of holding what is known locally as Knoyle Feast was observed on Monday. The South and West 
Wilts Foxhounds met for cub hunting on the Windmill Hill, the usual custom. Foxes were plentiful but the scent being 
bad, sport was not so good as on some previous meetings. In the evening the Mere Brass Band, under Bandmaster 
F Sheppard, played for dancing at the Green from 6 till 8, and from 8.30 in the village hall. Until a few years ago, 
Knoyle Feast Day was observed in the village as a general holiday and all the fun of a country fair could be found on 
the Windmill Hill. Some of the inhabitants still regard it as a day for general holiday, but, like many more old village 
customs, it appears to be gradually dying out. 
Western Gazette Friday 01 October 1926 
 

1948 Birth - On Jan 14
th
, at the Fox and Hounds, East Knoyle, to Ivy (nee Coombs) wife of David Whitney, Oxleaze Farm, 

West Knoyle, a son, David Colin. 
Western Gazette 23 January 1948  

 
1949  Application for Wine Licence 

At the adjourned Brewster Sessions at Tisbury on Thursday, Mr P E G Mather, Salisbury, 
applied on behalf of Mr F C Coombs, of the Fox and Hounds, East Knoyle, for a licence to 
retail wine on or off his premises.  Mr Mather said that at present applicant held a seven day 
beer licence and he wished that extended in order to permit him to retail wine as well.  Mrs 
Coombs said her husband was ill in bed.  

 
For some years they had received numerous requests for wine from customers and visitors.  
The nearest licensed house was a mile away.  They ran a darts team and visiting teams 
brought their ladies.  There were about 1200 residents in the district, 800 at East Knoyle and 
400 at West Knoyle.  There was a hostel for land workers and a social hut in the village. 

 
Left:  Landlord Frederick Charles Coombs with wife Lily and grandson Terry at the Fox and 
Hounds. 

 
Mrs Alma Gladys Toop, of Upton, East Knoyle, said she was a customer at the Fox and Hounds and had heard 
repeated request for wine from men and women.  Joseph Charles Hallett, builder, of East Knoyle, supported the 
application and said he had heard scores of requests for wine.  There was no objection and the application as 
granted, subject to confirmation. 
Western Gazette 18 March 1949 

 
1950 Tisbury Petty Sessions 

The licence of the Fox and Hounds, East Knoyle, was transferred from the late Frederick Chas Coombs, to his wife, 
Lily Gray Jollife Coombs. 
Western Gazette 20 January 1950  



 

 
Year    Landlord    Source 
 
1848 Sarah Jukes   Kellys’ Directory 1848  (m in law of Isaac Burton) 
 
1855 Isaac Burton   Kelly’s Directory 1855 
1861 Isaac Burton   Census East Knoyle 1861 
1871 Isaac Burton   Census East Knoyle 1871 
1878 Isaac Burton   East Knoyle Voters List 1878 
1880 Isaac Burton   Kelly’s Directory 1880 
 
1881 Mrs Sophia Burton    Census East Knoyle 1881 (wdw of Isaac) 
1883 Mrs Sophia Burton   Western Gazette 12 Oct 1883  
1883 Mrs Sophia Burton   Transfer of Licence Western Gazette Friday 16 Nov 1883 
 
1883 John Burton   Transfer of Licence Western Gazette Friday 16 Nov 1883 
1884 John Burton   Western Gazette Friday 26 Sept 1884 
 
1885 Mrs Burton   Western Gazette 11 September 1885 (wdw of John)  
1888 Mrs Burton   Western Gazette Friday 24 August 1888 
 
1891 Henry Sheppard   Census East Knoyle 1891 
1901 Henry Sheppard   Census East Knoyle 1901 
 
1911 Charles Jukes   Census East Knoyle 1911 
1923 Charles Jukes   Kelly’s Directory 1923 
1931 Charles Jukes   Kelly’s Directory 1931 
 
1939 Frdk Charles Coombs  Kelly’s Directory 1939 
1949 Frdk Charles Coombs  Western Gazette 18 March 1949 
1950 Frdk Charles Coombs  Transfer of Licence Western Gazette 20 Jan 1950  
1950 Lily Gray Jollife Coombs  Transfer of Licence Western Gazette 20 Jan1950 (wdw of  Frdk) 
 
1953-78 Tom & Doris Hall    
 
1978-84 Robert Earle 
 
1984 Murray Seator  
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