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1880 Hindon Petty Sessions 

Fredk Lampard, Barkers Hill, Semley, was summoned for assaulting a young woman named Frizzle; and Elizabeth 
Lampard, his mother, was summoned for a similar offence on the same person.  Neither of the parties appeared, and 
the case was consequently dismissed.  PC Hayter said his assistance had been repeatedly sought to quell 
disturbances between complainant and defendants. 
Western Gazette February 06 1880 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Thomas Stone, of Semley, was charged with being drunk and riotous at the club festival on Whit Wednesday.  He 
was further charged with assaulting PC Hayter whilst in the execution of his duty, at the same time and place.  PS 
Tidyman corroborated Hayter’s evidence, and the Bench fined defendant 5s and costs for the first offence and £1 
and costs for the second.  As he had been summoned on four previous occasions, he was cautioned as to his future 
conduct. 
Western Gazette June 04 1880 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Thos Chas Kirby, farmer of Sedghill, was summoned by Mr Wright, stationmaster, of Semley, for using insulting and 
threatening language respecting him on the 29

th
 ult.  Mr Nodder defended; but after a prolonged inquiry, defendant 

was bound over in his own recognizances, in the sum of £25, to keep the peace for six months. 
Western Gazette October 01 1880 

 
Great Bargains 
E W Rogers, Semley, offers to the inhabitants of towns and the neighbourhood, a well-selected stock of general 
drapery, which cannot be surpassed for cheapness and quality.  An inspection is invited.  Clubs supplied. 
Western Gazette October 15 1880 
 
Lucky Children 
Through the kindness of the Rev L K Hilton, rector, nearly every child in this place has been supplied with an article 
of clothing, the girls with warm turnovers and the boys with comforters.  On Monday afternoon, the children of the 
Baptist Sunday-school were treated to a tea, each child, at the same time, being presented with a centenary medal.  
In the evening, a magic lantern entertainment was given by Mr Ockendon, of London, and the treat was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all present.  At the close a vote of thanks was given to the lecturer. 
Western Gazette December 10 1880 

 
Marriage 
Dec 20, at Semley, Eli Rogers, of Barker’s Hill, to Maria Bridle. 
Western Gazette December 24 1880 

 
1881 Marriage 

May 14, at all Saints Church, Wardour, by the Rev F Hood, George Patrick, second son of Mr Rolls to Mary Jane, 
fourth daughter of Mr Hayward of Semley 
Western Gazette Friday 20 May 1881 

  
Marriage 
October  20, at the Parish Church of St Leonard, Semley, by the Rev L K Hilton, Rector, George Parsons Broadway 
of “The Corner” to Jane (Jennie) third daughter of the late John Summers Woodford of Seniors and Marshes Farms 
Western Gazette Friday 28 October 1881 

 
Marriage 
November 7, at the Parish Church Semley, by the Rev L K Hilton, Frank Herbert, youngest son of Mr George Perry, 
Waterloo, Gillingham, to Lucy Fanny (Louie) daughter of Mr James Worthy, Bowmarsh, Semley 
Western Gazette December 02 1881 

 
1882 Death of an Old Inhabitant 

On Friday, Mr John Marchant, who for upwards of 30 years was Parish Clerk, died in the 80
th
 year of his age.  The 

funeral took place on Tuesday and was attended by a number of relatives and friends.  
 
The procession arrived at the church at one o’clock, and was met at the gates by the Rector, who, out of respect to 
the deceased, as an official, had arranged for the service to be part choral.  On the procession entering the church, 
Miss Read, the organist, rendered a voluntary by J Schneider in E minor and the 90

th
 Psalm was chanted to Felton in 

E flat.  On going to the grave, the choir preceded the corpse, and sang a processional hymn, No 463, part 4, at the 
close of the service hymn 225, “Brief life is here our portion”, from Hymns Ancient and Modern, revised edition.  A 
wreath was placed on the coffin by the Rector and one by Mr F Pike for the choir and others by the relatives.  The 
ceremony throughout was solemn and imposing.  In the evening, a muffled peal was rung. 
Western Gazette January 13 1882 
 



Hindon Petty Sessions  
Mr Kemp, Grosvenor Arms Hindon; Mr Titt, Beckford Arms Fonthill Gifford; Mr Gattrell, New Inn Fonthill Bishop; Mr 
Merchant, Benett Arms Semley and Mrs Burrough, Swallowclift were each allowed one hour’s extension of time for 
the Whitsuntide club festivities.  
Western Gazette May 19 1882 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions  
Mr Patrick Gallagher, Inland Revenue officer, of Shaftesbury, summoned James Worthy, a respectable farmer, of 
Semley, for using abusive and insulting language, calculated to lead to a breach of the peace, and to deter him from 
doing his duty as an Inland Revenue Officer.  Prosecutor asked, at the commencement of the case, to be allowed to 
make a statement, which, however, proved to be quite irrelevant.   
 
On coming to the point at issue, he said that on the 13

th
 of June he went into a field in the occupation of Mr Worthy, 

and complained to him that one of his men had given him a false name in a shooting case recently, and he also 
demanded Mr Worthy’s agricultural return, on behalf of the Board of Trade.  This Mr Worthy refused to comply with, 
and asked prosecutor if he was not an Irishman.  On being answered in the affirmative, Mr Worthy said:  “I can 
expect nothing but dirty water from that country; get out of my field about your business”.  After the time of the Court 
had been occupied a considerable time, the Bench said they could see no reason for prolonging the case, and 
dismissed it.   
Western Gazette July 07 1882 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
George Burden was charged with trespassing in pursuit of game on land occupied by Mr Frederick Burt, at Semley, 
on the 26

th
 September.  Fined 10s and costs. 

Western Gazette Friday 17 November 1882 
 
1883  Mail Bag Robbery 

A mail bag robbery, involving a considerable loss, is reported from the village of Semley, on the borders of Wilts, and 
yesterday placards, offering a reward of £10 for information, were seen at the principal post offices in the county.  
The bag was  stolen a few nights ago from an omnibus during its conveyance from Shaftesbury in Dorset to the 
Semley station of the London and South Western Railway, and amongst its contents was registered letter containing 
11 five-pound notes on the Wilts and Dorset Bank, the numbers of which are published.  The bag was marked 
“Shaftesbury to Southampton” and the letter was addressed to the Rev T Hartley, rector of Fifehead Neville, 
Sturminster Newton.  Up to yesterday no trace of the robber had been discovered. 
Western Daily Press March 14 1883 

 
Thanksgiving Service 
A special service of thanksgiving was held on Sunday in the Parish Church, which was very beautifully decorated 
with choice flowers, fruits and vegetables.  The ladies who took part in the decorations were Miss Ranger, Miss 
Read, Miss Binks, the Misses Pike, Misses Baker, &c.  It was a very pleasing feature of the service that both 
Churchmen and Dissenters brought presents of fruit, vegetables, cheese, biscuits, &c., amounting to over 14 cwt., 
which were on Monday forwarded by the Rector, Rev L K Hilton, to the orphanage of Mercy, Kilburn, London. 
Western Gazette October 19 1883 

 
1884  Letter of Complaint 

A correspondent complains, on behalf of “many of the members of the Baptist Church and congregation worshipping 
at Semley”, that a pony is allowed to graze in the burial-ground attached to that place of worship. 
Western Gazette Friday 23 May 1884 

 
Children’s Flower Service 
On Sunday afternoon, a very interesting service was held in the Parish Church in this place.  The children were 
formed into procession at the school-room, each carrying a bunch of flowers and thence marched (followed by the 
choir, singing the hymn “Brightly Gleams our Banner”, into the church.  After the children’s Litany and prayers, they 
hymn “There’s a Friend for Little Children” was sung, during which the flowers were presented to the Rector, the Rev 
L K Hilton, and the Rev C Sherrard of Salisbury.  Then followed a very suitable address by the Rev C Sherrard, after 
which a collection was made by two little boys in aid of the Children’s Hospital.  The procession was then reformed 
and marched back in the same order to the school-room, singing the hymn “We Love the House of God”.  The 
flowers were sent the next day to St Thomas’s Hospital. 
Western Gazette June 27 1884 
 
Parish Treat 
On Thursday, Sept. 11, the whole of the inhabitants of the village of Semley were invited to tea at the school-room.  
After tea, dancing was indulged in, to the strains of the Hindon Brass Band, and various amusements were provided 
for the juveniles.  As usual on these festive occasions, there was flag hoisted on the tower, and the bells rang merrily.  
The school-room was decorated with flowers, fruit, vegetables, evergreens, &c.   
 
Among those present were Lord and Lady Arundell of Wardour and Mr V F Benett-Stanford.  The weather was most 
suitable, and a very happy time was spent by all.  The Rector, the Rev L K Hilton, the Lady Octavia Shaw-Stewart, 
Mr and Mrs Benett-Stanford and Mr and Mrs Hodgson, kindly contributed towards the expense. 
Western Gazette Friday 19 September 1884 

 
1885  Marriage:  Aug. 10, by license, at the Parish Church, Semley, by the Rev. L K Hilton, William Gilbert Maidment to 

Maria King, of East Knoyle 
Western Gazette Friday 21 August 1885 
 



Notice 
All creditors and other persons having any debts, claims, or demands against the estate of Thomas King, late of 
Semley, in the County of Wilts, Baptist Minister, deceased (who died at Semley on the 19

th
 day of August 1885, and 

whose Will was proved in the Registry of the Court of Probate for the District of the County of Wilts, on the 9
th
 day of 

September 1885, by John Mortimer Stephens, Joseph Metcalfe White and Charlotte Selina King, the Executors 
named in the said Will), are hereby required to send the particulars, in writing, of their claims to the undersigned, 
Charlotte S King, at her residence, Rose Villa, Semley, Wilts, on or before the lst day of November 1885, after which 
day the said Executors will proceed to distribute the assets of the deceased amongst the persons entitled thereto, 
having regard only to the claims of which they shall then have had.  Notice: and they will not be liable for the assets 
so distributed to any person of those claim they shall not then have had notice.  Dated, the 15

th
 day of September 

1885.  John Mortimer Stephens, Joseph Metcalfe White, Charlotte Selina King, Executors. 
Western Gazette September 25 1885 

 
1887 The Bankruptcy Act - First Meetings & Dates of Public Examination 

Henry Marchant of Semley Wilts, innkeeper, carpenter and wheelwright.  First meeting March 22 : public examination 
April 15.  Adjudications - Henry Thomas Marchant, Semley, Wiltshire, Innkeeper, &c. 
Hampshire Advertiser March 19 1887 
 
Jubilee Celebrations 
The jubilee was celebrated here on Wednesday.  The proceedings commenced with service in the church at 3.30, 
every parishioner afterwards partaking of a meat tea, which was most enjoyable.  The splendid band of the Young 
Men’s Society at Wardour attended and played a good selection of music during the day, including the National 
Anthem, which was performed on top of the church tower.  Various sports were indulged in by the inhabitants, and 
great praise is due to the Committee for the splendid arrangements made by them.  Nearly £60 was collected.  Beer 
was provided by Mr Dowers at the Railway Hotel.  Several people ascended the church tower on Tuesday evening, 
from which a good view of the bonfires and fireworks of the neighbouring villages could be seen. 
Western Gazette June 24 1887 
 
Marriage 
Sept. 21, at the Parish Church, Motcombe, by Rev. Cannon Smith, Sidney, second son of Mr Charles Smith, Semley, 
to Selina Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Mr Enos Doggrell, Motcombe. 
Western Gazette Friday 30 September 1887 

 
1888 Death 

March 3, at Tisbury, Wilts, Mr Thomas Brown, late of Knipe’s Farm, Semley, aged 75. 
Western Gazette March 09 1888 
 
Club Day 
The annual Club anniversary was held on Wednesday.  The members met at the Benett Arms Inn, where Mr Robert 
Baker called the roll.  Afterwards, headed by the Wardour Band (and under Mr Foyle), they marched to the Rectory, 
and from thence to the Parish Church, where Divine service was conducted by the Rev L K Hilton, the Rev Weeks 
(Pewsey) presiding at the organ.   
 
At one o’clock, a large number sat down in a spacious marquee, erected on the village green, in which Mr Clements 
had laid a sumptuous repast.  The Rev L K Hilton presided, supported by the Rev Weeks, Mr T M Bracher, Mr T 
Baker, Mr F Young, Mr Watts, Mr Worthy, Mr R Baker, jun, Mr W Ford, Mr James Wescott, Mr W Perrett, Mr J 
Wastfield, Mr J. Brown, &c.  Dinner over, the Chairman gave toasts of “The Queen,” and “Prince and Princess of 
Wales and Royal Family,” both of which were very heartily drunk.  Mr R Baker proposed “The Bishop and Clergy of 
the Diocese and Ministers of other Denominations,” coupling with it the name of the esteemed Rector.  The toast was 
received with cheers and musical honours, and the Rev L K Hilton responded.  “The health of the visitors,” was next 
submitted and responded to by Mr J Wastfield, of Tisbury.  Mr Baker gave “Long life and happiness to the Treasurer.”  
Mr Bracher replied in a neat speech, and invited the honorary members and benefit members to his house to spend 
the afternoon.  Mr Worthy proposed “The health of the Secretary,” which was well received.  In responding, Mr Baker 
said that their club numbered 74 members.   
 
Their receipts during the year had been £94 19s 8d, and their expenditure £67 7s 8d.  Last year they had a 
deficiency of a guinea, but this year, after meeting all expenses and making up last year’s loss, there had been a gain 
of £15, which was very satisfactory.  This concluded the toast list, and after a brief interval, the members, acting on 
Mr Bracher’s kind invitation, repaired to Broad Oak Farm, where the honorary members were most generously 
entertained with wine and cigars, and the other members with beer and cider.  A dance in the evening brought a very 
successful day’s festivities to a close. 
Western Gazette, 25 May 1888 

 
1889 A Narrow Escape 

A young man named Fry had a narrow escape from a serious accident in the belfry on Sunday morning.  Fry was 
watching the ringers, when by accident, one of the bell ropes struck him, knocking him back against the rails.  By a 
mere chance he escaped being thrown into the aisle in the church below. 
Western Gazette March 29 1889 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Alviah Fowler, shopkeeper, Semley, was charged with willfully damaging vegetables growing in a garden at Semley, 
on the 9

th
 May.  Mr Rutter defended, and took objection to the jurisdiction of the Court.   

 
 



Mr Fowler was the landlord of the property upon which the trespass was alleged to have taken place, and William 
Fisher, of Semley, by whom the proceedings had been instituted, was formerly his tenant.  The Bench had granted 
an ejection order against Fisher to leave the garden and house, and possession was given up on the 9th inst.  Mr 
Fowler then took possession and a claim was now entered by Fisher for damages.  The Bench said they had no 
jurisdiction and told Fisher to go to another Court. 
Western Gazette Friday 17 May 1889 

 
Accident in the Hay Field 
On Tuesday afternoon, Henry Maidment, of this parish, met with a serious accident in the Rectory field.  Maidment 
was engaged in loading hay, when he fell off the waggon, his head striking the ground violently.  His injuries, which 
were of a dangerous character, were attended to by Mr Longman.  (See next article) 
Western Gazette Friday 21 June 1889 
 
Accident in the Hay Field 
The name of the man who fell from a load of hay and received a serious injury to his spine should have been James 
Day, and not the name inserted last week.  Day is making satisfactory progress towards recovery. 
Western Gazette 28 June 1889  

 
Attempted Suicide 
A man named Edward Gane, a labourer, working for Mr R White, farmer, of this place, made a determined attempt to 
hang himself on Monday morning.  It appears he was missed from his work, and on a search being instituted, he was 
found in a barn with a rope round his neck, just in the act of swinging.  He was quickly cut down and is now none the 
worse for his foolish adventure. 
Western Gazette Friday 12 July 1889 

 
1890  Influenza 

The influenza has been so prevalent in this parish that the annual meeting of the Wardour Habitation of the Primrose 
League (Semley centre) fixed for Monday had to be postponed.  Tuesday, the 11

th
, has been fixed for the meeting, 

when there will be a members’ tea, concluding with a dance (for which the Wardour band has been engaged) in the 
schools, kindly lent by the Rev L K Hilton.   
Western Gazette February 07 1890 
 
Cow Injures Musical Instruments 
At the Salisbury County Court on Friday before His Honour Judge Mackonochie.  Mr F C Carter, music seller of 
Fisherton Street, brought an action against Mr G James, farmer, of East End Farm, Semley, to recover £10 16s 
damages caused by a cow breaking a plate glass window of his shop, and injuring certain musical instruments in the 
window.  Mr Nodder appeared for the plaintiff and Mr Jackson for the defendant.   

 
On the 1

st
 of April, a cow belonging to the defendant was being driven along Fisherton, when it ran into a passage 

adjoining the shop of Mr Smith, watchmaker.  From thence it went into the lobby of plaintiff’s shop, and in turning, 
forced its hindquarters through the plate glass window, a number of instruments inside being damaged by the broken 
glass.   

 
Mr Nodder contended that there was negligence in driving, and that therefore the defendant was responsible for the 
negligence of his servant.  A number of witnesses were called on behalf of the plaintiff’s case and for the defence, Mr 
Jackson, said that the cow had been purchased by Dr Finch for use of the Asylum.  It had been carefully driven from 
the Repository, but when it reached Mr Carter’s shop it, for some reason or other, became excited and rushed up an 
entry.   

 
When in the lobby of the plaintiff’s shop someone suddenly opened a door, which frightened the cow and that, he 
considered, was contributory negligence on the part of the plaintiff.  Some portions of the claim he also considered to 
be extortionate.  The cow was driven with ordinary care and he denied any negligence on the part of the driver.  

 
At the conclusion of the evidence His Honour summed up, and the jury returned a verdict for the defendant. 
Western Gazette June 20 1890 

 
1891 Bellringers’ Supper 

The annual supper of the bell ringers was held at the Benett Arms Hotel on Monday.  The ringers met in the school-
room at 6.30pm, and, after settling accounts for the past year, repaired to the Club-room at the inn, where a 
substantial supper was provided by Mr Clements.  The Rev L K Hilton presided and was supported by Mr Ingram 
(Donhead), Mr W King, Mr G Ralls, Mr W Pike, jun., Mr J Buckland, Mr J Baker, and others.  Mr R Baker 
(Churchwarden) took the vice-chair.   
 
After the removal of the cloth the usual loyal toasts were duly honoured, after which the Chairman proposed the toast 
of “The Ringers”, coupling with it their Foreman, Mr C Creed.  He was pleased to see so many present, and he 
considered that their subscriptions, amounting as they did to £12. 13s. 6d, shoed they were in harmony with the 
parishioners and he hoped that the existing good feeling which had been shown would continue for many years to 
come.  He was pleased to be amongst them that evening, and he trusted they would all meet again on many similar 
occasions (cheers).  The Foreman suitably responded.  The rest of the evening was enlivened with songs from the 
majority present, a most convivial evening being brought to a close by all singing the National Anthem. 
Western Gazette January 23 1891 

 
 
 
 



Primrose League Concert 
A highly successful concert was given on Thursday evening, Feb. 5

th
, at the National School-room, Semley, under 

the auspices of the Knoyle Vale Habitation of the Primrose League.  The building was crowded to excess, many not 
being able to gain admittance.  The room was tastefully decorated with banners, and over the platform were the 
words “Many happy returns of the day”, “Long life and happiness to Mr John Benett-Stanford”, it being the twenty-first 
anniversary of that gentleman’s birth.  Captain Chaloner, of Sedghill House (ruling councillor of the Habitation) 
presided, and delivered, a short address on the principles of the Primrose League.  The vocal and instrumental talent 
was of a high order, and the performers were repeatedly applauded.  After the usual votes of thanks, the proceedings 
terminated with the singing of the National Anthem, in which all joined. 
Western Gazette February 13 1891 

 
Terrific Snowstorm - Immense Snowdrifts 
Railways blocked, sheep and cattle buried; vessels driven ashore - great loss of life  - people frozen to death 
The snowstorm, which commenced at mid-day on Monday and continued almost without interruption for thirty-six 
hours, was probably the most severe experienced in England for many years – certainly since the memorable storm 
which occurred in January 1881.  The storm was accompanied by a strong north-east wind, which carried with it 
dense clouds of blinding show, its intensity at times being almost equal to that of an American “blizzard”.    

 
After the extraordinary spell of fine weather than had been experienced up to Saturday, the barometer began to fall, 
and there was a very welcome downfall of rain.  On Monday, the thermometer went down considerably, and the 
lowering clouds betokened a heavy storm of snow, which commenced, as before stated, about mid-day.  At times the 
snow fell in large flakes, occasionally varied by clouds of very fine particles which, when driven before the winder, 
were curled into columns or whirled along like dense masses of steam.  
 
Towards night, when the temperature was several degrees below freezing point, the storm increased in intensity and 
railway officials and others whose duty it was to expose themselves, declared that they never before encountered a 
storm of so much force and violence.  The snowdrifts in some places were twenty feel in height and, as will be seen 
from the details given below, not only were the roads in many places blocked so as to make vehicular traffic 
impossible, but communication by railway was in many places entirely cut off.  Shaftesbury - probably no town in the 
country experienced more fully the violence of the storm than “The City of the Hill”.  
 
All the approaches were blocked, snow lying in Semley Hollow to the depth of twenty feet.  The post bags were 
conveyed to and from Semley Station by pedestrians, who, in order to reach their destinations, were compelled to 
travel long distances across country in order to avoid the drifts. 
Western Gazette March 13 1891 
 
Club Anniversary 
The Semley Sick Benefit Society held their annual feast on Wednesday.  After meeting at the Benett Arms, they 
marched to church, headed by the Wardour Band (conductor Mr B Foyle), where the Rev L K Hilton preached an 
appropriate sermon.   Afterwards they repaired to a marquee near the Benett Arms, where a good dinner had been 
provided by Host Clements.  The chair was taken by Captain Chaloner, who was supported by Mr T M Bracken, Rev 
Hilton, Messrs T Baker, Worthy, Wastefield, Corp, and others.  
 
The usual loyal and other toasts were given and duly honoured.  Mr R Baker (secretary) stated that the present year 
had been a very bad one, the Club having paid £101 3s 6½d for sickness, but still a balance of £111 6. 6½d 
remained.  Dinner over, all marched to Broad Oak, the lawn being thrown open for dancing. 
Western Gazette May 22 1891 

 
Rector Bitten by Dog 
The Rev L K Hilton was on Friday bitten by a dog at Tisbury.  The rev. gentleman was leaving a shop and 
accidentally stepped on the animal, which seized him by the leg, inflicting a somewhat severe wound.  He 
immediately repaired to the surgery of Dr Ensor, by whom the wound was cauterised. 
Western Gazette August 21 1891 
 
Marchioness of Westminster 
The church bells were rung at intervals on Sunday last, and the flag was hoisted on the church tower, in honour of 
the Marchioness of Westminster completing her ninety-fourth year.  The church was rebuilt some fourteen years ago, 
the sole cost being defrayed by her Ladyship, whose death so shortly after her birthday has caused profound sorrow. 
Western Gazette November 13 1891 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Frederick Hull, of Semley, for not sending his child regularly to school, was fined 2s 6d and 2s costs 
Western Gazette November 27 1891 

 
1892  Gillingham Agricultural Society 

Labourers’ Premiums.  The Society annually awards to bona-fide agricultural labourers who have continued in the 
service of any member of the Society for the greatest number of years in succession, or worked on the same farm, 
and have during the period borne a good character, money prizes, ranging in value from 10s to £2, each prize being 
accompanied by a framed certificate.  The prizes and certificates were on the morning of the show presented to the 
winners by the Rev W C K Sylvester, to whom the men, on the proposition of Mr Kaines, the secretary of the show, 
accorded hearty thanks.  The men to whom the prizes and certificates were awarded, and for whom a substantial 
dinner was served by Mrs Hunter, of the Queen’s Head, were as hereafter: 
 
Over 40 years of age:  2

nd
, £1, John Brockway in the employ of Mr Brown, Semley, age 54 years nine months, 

service 44 years seven months. 



 
Under 40 years of age:  1

st
, £1 10s, Henry Brockway, in the employ of Mr Brown, Semley, age 29 years five months, 

service 17 years six months 
 
Carters:  2

nd
, £1, Thomas Wigmore, in the employ of Mr Brown, Semley, age 41 years, service 13 years six months 

Western Gazette 07 October 1892 (part article only)  
 

Cricketers at Supper 
The members of the Sedgehill and Semley Cricket club were on Thursday evening, October 27

th
, entertained to 

supper by Captain Chaloner (Captain of the Club), Rev G Biscoe Oldfield, Captain Noel, Mr S M Bracher (Hon. 
Members), and Rev L K Hilton (President).  Nearly all the members were present, and at the conclusion of the supper 
the President proposed “Success to the Sedgehill and Semley Cricket Club”, and congratulated the Club on a 
successful season.  He hoped the Club would promote good cricket and good fellowship.  Mr Walter Pike responded.  
Captain Chaloner proposed “The health of the President”, to which Rev L K Hilton briefly replied. 
   
Songs were sung during the evening by Rev L K Hilton, Captain Chaloner, Mr U Combes, Mr J Harding, Mr Windsor 
and Mr Highman.  Whist and other pastimes were engaged in and the evening proved of a most enjoyable character.  
Mr Pike of Whitebridge, who kindly allows the Club the use of his field for their cricket, was unfortunately prevented 
from attending by illness. 
Western Gazette November 04 1892 
 
Diphtheria 
Diphtheria has broken out in this parish.  Several persons are laid by with the disease, and one death has occurred.  
Western Gazette November 18 1892 

 
Entertainment 
On behalf of the coal and shoe clubs, an entertainment was on Thursday, Dec. 15,

 
given in the School-room before a 

large audience.  The vocalists were Mr U Combes and Mr Toms of Tisbury, Mrs Hooper, Shaftesbury, Miss Milford, 
Miss Rudd and the school children (trained by Miss Read).  The accompaniments were played by Mrs Walker. 
Western Gazette December 23 1892 
 

1893 Narrow Escape of the South & West Wilts Foxhounds 
The South and West Wilts pack had a narrow escape from being cut to pieces on Monday.  The meet was at 
Sedgehill Green and Reynard, shaping a course for Motcombe, crossed the railway line a short distance below 
Semley station.  Whilst the hounds were upon the line in pursuit, the down express train, due at Semley about noon, 
dashed round a curve in the road and put them in great peril.   
 
The driver (Melhuish of Exeter) saw the danger and, applying the brake, brought the train to a standstill, barely a 
moment too soon to prevent a disaster, and the huntsman leaping the fence drove the pack off the line.  Scarcely had 
the train re-started when the hounds, still on the line of their fox, re-appeared on the railway lower down.  The engine 
was again checked, but the pack soon got upon less dangerous ground and the train proceeded.  The occurrence 
occasioned mush excitement among those by whom it was witnessed and much praise was bestowed upon the 
driver for the promptitude displayed by him in stopping the train. 
Western Gazette December 22 1893 

 
1895 Coal for the Poor 

Twenty-two tons of coal, the kind and seasonable gift of Sir Michael and Lady Octavia Shaw-Stewart, Mrs Ellen 
Benett-Stanford and Mr J Benett-Stanford, has been distributed amongst the inhabitants of this parish. 
Western Gazette February 22 1895 

 
1896 Marriage 

Much local interest was evinced in the wedding  solemnised on the 12
th
 inst., in the Parish Church between Mr Edwin 

Dewey, second son of Mr Dewey of Tisbury and Miss Rose Laura Baker, third daughter of Mr R Baker of Senior’s 
Farm, Semley.  The Rector, the Rev L K Hilton officiated.  The bride, who was given away by her father, wore a dress 
of cream serge, with lace and ribbon to match, likewise a wreath of orange blossoms and veil.  She was attended by 
her two sisters, Miss Kate Baker and Miss Florry Baker as bridesmaids, Mr H Perry of Tisbury, acting as best man.   

 
The wedding march was effectively played on the organ by Miss Read at the conclusion of the ceremony.  The 
wedding breakfast was laid at the residence of the bride’s father, the company numbering about 30.  Merry peals 
were rung on the church bells during the day.  The presents were of a numerous and useful character. 
Western Gazette February 21 1896 
 
Social Gathering at the Rectory 
On Friday, the Rector, the Rev L K Hilton, with his accustomed generosity, invited the churchwardens, the choir and 
bell ringers to a supper at the Rectory, where a bountiful spread awaited them.  The remainder of the evening was 
spent in various games, which were entered into with great zest.  Hearty thanks to Mr Hilton for his hospitality 
concluded a very enjoyable evening. 
Western Gazette April 17 1896 
 
Labourer’s Club Feast 1896 
On Wednesday, the annual feast in connection with the Labourer’s Club took place in admirable weather.  The 
festival commenced with the usual assembly and procession of members, after which service was attended at the 
Parish Church, where an excellent discourse was delivered by the Rector, The Rev L K Hilton.   

 



Service over, members concluded their perambulation of the village, and, after calling upon the Rector, a move was 
made for the Benett Arms Inn, outside which, beneath a tent, dinner was supplied by Mr King.  The tables were nicely 
set off with vases of flowers.   

 
The post of honour was occupied by the popular member for the division, Lord Folkestone, who was supported by 
Captain Noel, the Rector, Messrs E Gordon, R Baker (secretary), T Baker, J Worthy, E Brown, H Johnson, E George, 
R White and T C Kirby.  After an excellent dinner had been enjoyed, the customary toast-list was gone through.  
“Success to the Club” proposed by the Chairman, who wished it increased success, was responded to by the 
Secretary, who stated that the financial value per member was about the same as it had been for some years.   

 
They had sunk £5 during the year, and had lost two members.  In conclusion, the Secretary proposed “The health of 
the Chairman” of whom he spoke in complimentary terms and thanked him for his attendance that day.  The toast 
was drunk with great cordiality and with musical honours.  Lord Folkestone suitably replied.   

 
The company, which numbered upwards of 60, then repaired to the open, where soon afterwards a procession was 
again formed, and a further visit paid to the Rector, who kindly provided the members with tea.  Dancing to the 
strains of the East Stower Brass Band, which was in attendance throughout the day, succeeded on the lawn, and 
later in the evening the members again repaired to the Common outside the Benett Arms, where dancing was 
renewed, and other country pastimes engaged in. 
Western Gazette May 29 1896 
  
Marriage Presentation 
On the occasion of the marriage of Mr Robert Baker jun, of Senior’s Farm, the Rector and choir (of which Mr Baker is 
a member) presented him with a lamp and bread knife and board, in recognition of the services rendered by him for a 
number of years in the choir, and as an expression of their good wishes. 
Western Gazette June 05 1896 

 
Harvest Festival 
On Sunday, the annual harvest thanksgiving services were held in the Parish Church, which was very tastefully 
decorated for the occasion by the Rector and a willing staff of assistants.  The Holy Communion was celebrated at 
eight a.m. and noon.  Morning prayer was said at 11, the usual children’s service was held at three, and the evening 
service at 6.30.  The Rector officiated at all the services and preached.  The musical part of the services was very 
nicely rendered, with the anthem “His works of love”.  Miss Read presided at the organ.  Offerings of fruit and 
vegetables were sent to Salisbury Hospital, the collections were for the Children’s Sunday School Club. 
Western Gazette September 18 1896 
 
The Queen’s Reign 
At the evening service on Sunday, the Rector (of Semley) made special reference to the fact that Her Majesty the 
Queen had now reigned longer than any other monarch that had sat on the English throne.  At the close of the 
service, the organist played the National Anthem.  Western Gazette October 02 1896 

 
An Erroneous Statement 
A statement was made by a contemporary last week that Mr John Benett Stanford, of Pyt House, and party, whilst 
shooting lately, shot nine foxes.  We are asked by Mr Benett Stanford to say that this is ridiculous statement is 
absolutely untrue.  No foxes were then, or ever were, shot by him or his party, and Mr Benett Stanford adds “I would 
as soon think of shooting at a man as at a fox.”  Western Gazette November 27 1896 
 
Death 
Dec 19

th
, at Semley, Mount Hermon, Woking, Joseph Miles formerly of Semley and East Hayes Sedgehill, in his 75

th
 

year.  Friends will kindly accept this as the only intimation.  Western Gazette December 25 1896 
 
1897 Parish Council Contest 

The poll for Parish Councillors took place on Saturday, with the result that only one member of the old Council was 
returned, the retiring members being replaced by the fresh residents nominated.  There were 14 nominations for the 
nine seats, the voting being as follows:  Rev L K Hilton 69, T Baker 60, W James 59, George Burt (old member) 58, 
R Baker 57, Tom C Kirby 57, E Brown 56, Henry James 56, Albert Burden 45 (elected).  The votes given for the non-
elected were Albert Fowler 44, J R Phillpott 43, Edward Dowdell 33, Alfred Miles 29, Frederick Arnold 27.  Three old 
members of the Council did not seek election. Western Gazette April 09 1897 

 
Fire at Barker’s Hill 
On Sunday a fire occurred at Mr W Pike’s, Barker’s Hill.  About 3.30pm Mr John Pike (son) visited some out buildings 
and discovered them on fire.  Mr A Fowler and others were quickly on the spit and with a good supply of water from 
the Parish Council Waterworks, the fire was extinguished.  Messrs A Fowler, J and G Masters, G Toogood and 
others rendered valuable assistance.  The damage is covered by insurance.  Western Gazette April 16 1897 

 
Jubilee Celebrations 
The Jubilee was celebrated on Tuesday in a field adjoining the schools, when a meat tea was provided for all 
parishioners, after which pipes, tobacco and beer were given them.  The sports consisted of racing, the men 
receiving tools and women calico as prizes.  The Ansty Band was in attendance and played several selections.  The 
bells were also rung at intervals.  Western Gazette June 25 1897 

 
Jubilee Tea Thank You 
The Jubilee committee desire to thank all parties who sent flowers or gave assistance at the Tea, thereby greatly 
contributing to the success of the Festival - Rev L K Hilton, Chairman of the Committee 
Western Gazette July 02 1897 



 
1898 County Court - Claim by a Semley Shopkeeper 

Rice Burdon, shopkeeper, of Semley, sued Frederick Arnold of Donhead St Mary, for 17s for bread, butter, &c.  Mr 
Rutter for the plaintiff.  Plaintiff said the goods were supplied the defendant, chiefly through his sister.  The defendant 
was the householder and was rated.  Defendant denied that the liability lay with him only, and alleged that it rested 
also with other members of the family.  His Honour said defendant must pay, and he must arrange with his mother 
and brothers to help him if he had paid them and they had not paid the plaintiff.  Payment 5s per month. 
Western Gazette January 14 1898 

 
An Improvement at the Station 
The London and South Western Railway Company have effected a great improvement at the station, by erecting a 
zinc roof, with glass sides, over the bridge which connects the platforms.  The necessity for this has often been 
experienced in wet and windy weather and the improvement will be greatly appreciated. 
Western Gazette Friday 12 August 1898 
 
A Charge Dismissed 
Frederick Pike, farmer at Semley, was summoned for driving a bull at Semley without having properly secured it by a 
ring through the nose, contrary to the bylaw of the local authority.  From the evidence it appeared that defendant 
allowed the bull to go with a herd of cows from his farm to a stream about 50 yards distant to drink and then return.  
The case was dismissed.  Western Gazette April 15 1898 
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