
Obituary - Vere Fane Benett 1839-1894 
 

 

Mr Vere Benett-Stanford, of Pyt House, Tisbury, and Norton, Wiltshire, formerly MP for 
Shaftesbury, died on May 8

th
 in the Island of Madeira, at the age of 55.   

 
He was the second son of the Rev Arthur Fane, Prebendary of Salisbury and Rector of Fulbeck, 
Lincolnshire, of Boyton House, Wiltshire, by his marriage with Lucy, the eldest daughter of Mr John 
Benett, MP, of Pyt House, Wiltshire. 
 

Born in June 1839 and educated at Marlborough College, he served for some time in the 43
rd
 Light Infantry, being Aide-de-

Camp to General Beresford in India, and retiring as Lieutenant in 1863.  In 1860 he assumed the name and arms of Benett in 
addition to his patronymic, and marrying, in 1867, Ellen, the only daughter and heiress of the late Mr William Stanford, of 
Preston Place, Sussex, in 1869 the additional name and arms of Stanford when he was known as Fane-Benett-Stanford.  
Subsequently, however, he discontinued the use of the name of Fane. 
 
He was a magistrate for Wiltshire, Dorsetshire and Sussex, and a Deputy Lieutenant for Wiltshire; commanded the Shaftesbury 
Rifle Volunteers from 1871 to 1887 and Hon Lieutenant-Colonel from 1887. 
 
He was returned in the Conservative interest for Shaftesbury at a by-election in August 1873, was re-elected at the ensuing 
General Election in February 1874 but lost his seat at the General Election of 1880. 
 
The Corporation of Brighton some years since purchased his Preston Place estate, to the north of the town, and laid it out as a 
public park, now known to all visitors to Brighton as Preston Park. 
 
On Friday evening a memorial service held in Semley Church was attended by a large congregation, including Mr J and Mrs 
Benett-Stanford, most of the tenantry, and the servants of Pyt House.   The Rev L K Hilton officiated and gave an impressive 
and appropriate address.  The Psalms chanted were those included in the Burial Service and the hymn “Lord when They 
Kingdom Comes, Remember Me” was sung, Miss Windsor being at the organ.  (part article only) 

Western Gazette Friday 18 May 1894 
 
 
 
Wills and Bequests - Mr Benett Stanford 
Probate of the will of the late Mr Vere Benett Stanford, formerly Vere Fane Benett Stanford, of Pyt House, Tisbury, Wilts, JP 
and DL, MP for Shaftesbury 1873-1880, who died on the 8

th
 May last, aged 55 years, at Quinta Vigia, Funchal, Madeira, son of 

the Rev Prebendary Arthur Fane, of Boyton Manor, Wilts, has been granted to the sole executrix, his wife, Mrs Ellen Benett 
Stanford, only daughter and heiress of the late Mr William Stanford, of Preston Place, Sussex.  The testator devises and 
bequeaths all his real and personal estate to his wife.  The gross value of his personalty has been sworn at £692,669, the net 
value being nil. 

Bath Chronicle & Weekly Gazette Thursday 28 June 1894 

 

 
 
Memorial to the Late Mr Vere Benett-Stanford 
In memory of Mr Vere Benett-Stanford, a handsome monumental brass has been placed in the chancel of Tisbury Church by 
Mrs Benett-Stanford (his widow).  The deceased gentleman and his ancestors had been intimately connected with the parish 
for many years and the beautiful tablet is looked on as a fitting tribute to his memory.   
 
The tablet has a massive case of valuable grained marble, measuring three feet wide and a foot and three quarters deep.  The 
brass plate is slightly more than a quarter of an inch thick and this is screwed to the marble by large screws through the four 
beautiful designs, comprising the corners of a particularly neat border, of what appears to be representations of ivy leaves.  In 
the top left hand corner is an exceedingly well executed design of the arms of the Benett family, occupying about 6in. square.  
The lettering and designs are engraved and worked in a crimson and black, and the whole tablet presents a thoroughly finished 
appearance.   
 
The wording is as follows:  “In loving memory of Vere Benett-Stanford JP, DL, of Norton Bavant and Pythouse, Wilts and 
Preston, Sussex, who died May 8, 1894, in Madeira, where he was also buried, aged 54.  Having found what earth can never 
give - death’s treasure, rest.  This brass is erected by Ellen, his widow”. 

Western Gazette Friday 01 February 1895 
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