
THE BENETT ARMS EAST HATCH 

A Newspaper Timeline 
 
No photographs of the Benett Arms as a 
working public house have so far been found.  
 
Dating from the 17

th
 century with later 

additions, it can be seen today as a private 
dwelling known as Nadder House (right). 
 
It is thought the pub closed in the mid 1900’s.  
One local recalled that in the 1940’s, the pub 
sign was taken down and rehung at the Benett 
Arms in Semley.   
 
The Tithe Commissioner’s Map of 1840 refers 
to the land holding (on which Nadder House 
stands) as No 307, owned by local landowner 
John Benett of Pyt House, and occupied by 
John Turner.                                                                      
                                                                                                                
John Turner’s father, James, stood trial for his 
part in the violent Swing Riot at Pyt House in 
1830.                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                            
Benett was foreman of the jury who found James Turner guilty at trial – he was deported to Australia for life.   Subsequently, 
perhaps with an attack of conscience, Benett gave John Turner a job and Nadder House (then known as Barton House) to rent. 
 
Around the time the railway came to Tisbury in 1859, it is said that Hatch Farm made an unsuccessful attempt to get the Benett 
Arms closed down because local agricultural labourers were being led astray by the rowdy behaviour and excessive drinking of 
railway workers.   
 
In 1943 when Olive Steel married Frederick Butt, she moved into No 64 East Hatch with the Butt family.  Next door at No 63 
(now Nadder House) lived the Rendell’s. 
 
Olive remembers the Benett Arms pub sign on No 63 and that riders on horses not familiar with the area would often stop for 
refreshments.  She recalled going in through the Rendell’s front door and turning right into a very large open room where 
everything was done.  It had a cast iron range at the far end and a big sink with a hand pump to raise water from the well in the 
road at the front of the house; and that the well at 63 never dried up even in hot dry weather, but their well did, so they would go 
round to the Rendell’s to get water.  
 
The 1939 Electoral Register for West Tisbury shows 6 members of the Rendell family living at No 63 and 3 members of the Butt 
family at No 64.   
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West Tisbury Census 1851.  Thomas Turner, age 59, small farmer and beer seller.  Although a specific address is 
not given in East Hatch, this was almost certainly The Benett Arms. 

 
1874 Hindon Petty Sessions 

An application was made for the transfer of the license of the Benett Arms Inn, at West Tisbury, from Mr C Everett to 
Mr James Cuff, junr., which was granted 
Western Gazette 23 November 1874  

 
1875 James Woods was summoned by Mr Jas Cuff, landlord of the Benett Arms Inn, West Tisbury, for being drunk and 

disorderly, and refusing to quit the house when requested, on 29
th
 May.  He was further charged by the police with 

being drunk and riotous on the highway, at the same time and place.  As Mr Cuff did not wish to press his charge, he 
was only fined 5s and costs in the first case, and 10s and costs in the second. 
Western Gazette Friday 18 June 1875 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Western Gazette 6 September 1878 

 
1882 The following notice has been issued by Mr Benett-Stanford, the owner of the Benett Arms Inn at Hatch:  “All 

householders residing in East Hatch, West Hatch and Newtown, whether renting under the Pyt House estate or not, 
are invited to express their opinion as to the desirability of continuing the Benett Arms Inn at Hatch as a public house 
for the sale of intoxicating drinks.  A book will be kept at the School House, Newtown, and at Mr Street’s, Hatch 
Farm, to write down the opinion of the householders and the proprietor will act in accordance with the wishes of the 
majority of the said householders”.  N.B.  The next licensing day is September 6

th
   

 
Mr Benett-Stanford has also discontinued the allowance of beer or cider to the workmen on his farm and estate for 
harvest and instead has given them money and barley water, the change working well.  Let others follow this 
example and we should very soon see a great decrease in convictions for drunkenness and the temperance 
movement making steady progress. 
Western Gazette Friday 01 September 1882 

 
1882 Mr James Cuff obtained a six days’ license instead of seven days, for the Benett Arms, West Tisbury. 

Western Gazette Friday 08 September 1882   
 
1882 We understand that Mr V Benett-Stanford has reduced the rent of the Benett Arms, at Hatch, 75 per cent, with the 

condition that it is to be closed on Sundays.  There was a majority of nine in favour of continuing the house, so Mr 
Benett-Stanford has kept his promise; it will be opened on weekdays.  The numbers who voted were: for closing 37, 
for opening 46, neutral 19. 
Western Gazette Friday 22 September 1882 
 

1883 Letter to the Editor:  Sir, Your report of my speech, in seconding the resolution in favour of closing public-houses on 
Sundays, at the Salisbury Synod, reads as if I had stated that the richer classes were endeavouring to interfere with 
the liberties of their poorer neighbours …. the real fact was, that the working classes themselves wanted the public 
houses closed on Sunday (as was proved by the canvassing of the householders, not alone of Wilts and Dorset, but 
all over England), and the upper classes had no right to stop their obtaining their wishes, nor did they wish to do so.   
Yours faithfully, V F Benett-Stanford, Pyt House, Tisbury, May 2

nd 
(part article only) 

Western Gazette Friday 04 May 1883 
 

 

    

  Landlord   Source 

   
1851  Thomas Turner  West Tisbury Census 1851 
 
1871-1874 Cornelius Everett  West Tisbury Census 1871/Licence Transfer 1874 

 
1874-1882  James Cuff, jnr  Licence Transfer 1874/W Gazette 8 Sept 1882 
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