
Christmas in Tisbury Workhouse 
 

Twas Christmas Day in the workhouse 
the cold bare walls are bright, 

With garlands of green and holly 
the place is a pleasant sight; 

With clean-washed hands and faces 
in a long and hungry line, 
The paupers sit at table 

for this is the hour they dine 
 

And the Guardians and their ladies 
although the wind is east, 

Have come in furs and wrappers 
to watch their charges feast; 

To smile and be condescending 
to put pudding on pauper plates, 

To be hosts at the workhouse banquet 
they’ve paid for with the rates 

George R Sims 
                                                                                                                          
1870 

The inmates of this union, now numbering 115, were, on Christmas-day, by the liberality of the guardians, related with a 
bountiful dinner of roast beef and plum pudding, with vegetables, and the meal was afterwards washed down with some good 
strong beer.  The whole number greatly enjoyed themselves, the kind master and matron, Mr and Mrs Lathey, with the other 
officers, shewing the greatest assiduity in attending to the comforts and wants of the poor people.   
 
The dining hall had been tastefully decorated with holly and other evergreens and when the good cheer was brought in and 
served out, general joy prevailed, but the good cheer did not end here, for through the kindness and generosity of Mrs Vere 
Fane Benett-Stanford, of Pyt House, the inmates were treated to a first rate tea.  It is justice to this lady to state that it was her 
wish to have supplied the dinner as well, but inasmuch as the materials had already been obtained, her intended kindness to 
the poor people was, of necessity, obliged to be confined to the tea.  
 
In the evening the men were supplied with tobacco and snuff was given to such of the women who wished to indulge in this 
luxury.  Altogether, Christmas day of 1869, in the Tisbury workhouse, will not soon be forgotten by those whose reduced 
circumstances compelled them to see for an asylum there. 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal Saturday 08 January 1870 
 

1895 

During the festive season those who are unfortunately compelled to find a home within the Workhouse walls have had their 
lives cheered by the generosity of charitable friends.  On Christmas morning each inmate received a card from the Misses 
Morrison whilst the women were presented with a substantial packet of tea and sugar, and the men with a goodly supply of 
tobacco, the gift of Mr H Chapman.  Mrs Alfred Morrison sent presents of books, dolls, knives, oranges &c for the children.  The 
usual Christmas fare allowed by the Guardians was served. 
 
After tea, all who were able attended the dining hall and the evening was spent in music, dancing &c.  The “Mummers” with 
their droll performance caused much amusement, especially amongst the youthful portion of those present.  At half past nine 
“Goodnight” was said with ringing cheers for the Guardians and others who had aided the inmates in spending a happy day. 
Western Gazette Friday 04 January 1895 
 

1898 

On Christmas-day the inmates were, as usual, provided with a good old English dinner of roast beef and plum pudding followed 
by a supply of beer, tobacco, oranges, nuts and cake.  The house looked very cheerful with holly, evergreens &c.  The spiritual 
needs of the inmates were also well looked after, there being a celebration of the Holy Communion at nine o’clock and 
Evensong at three pm. 
 
On Wednesday, Miss Chapman gave her annual concert and treat in the Board-room.  The first part consisted of vocal and 
instrumental music and the second comprised a magic lantern exhibition.  The entertainment over, a move was made to the 
dining hall, where a capital spread was provided.  Through the kindness of Mr J Benett Stanford, tea, sugar, tobacco, and 
sweets were distributed after tea.  At the close of the evening, the Master proposed a vote of thanks to those providing the 
good things and hearty cheers were given.   
 
A good supply of rabbits have been sent by Mr Morrison of Fonthill House and Mr Hamilton Fletcher, of Pyt House.  The 
programme of the entertainment was contributed to by Mrs Shaw-Stewart, Miss Morrison, Mr Seamark, Miss Coombs and the 
Rev G Williams. 
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