
New Peal of Bells1878 
 
 

Sunday was an eventful day in Semley.  The new bells (of which there are six) were rung for the first time at the newly restored 
parish church of St Leonard’s.  When we say rung,  it does not imply they were rung I n the usual old-fashioned and ordinary 
way, as bells are rung in the surrounding villages, for, thanks to Mr Benett-Stanford MP, the Squire of the parish, a party of six 
of the Ancient Society of College Youths (a society established in 1637), came down from London for the purpose of opening 
the peal. 
 
During the day the party rang a peal of 720 Kent treble, bob minor, and one of Oxford seven, 120 of Stedman’s variations, and 
seven of Grandsire, making a total of 3120 changes.  The beautiful harmony of the different bells was well brought out under 
the able hands of the London ringers, and the one sad regret of all present was that the late Rector, the Rev Henry Hall (who 
died the very day the bells arrived at Semley station), and who, jointly with Mr Benett-Stanford, bore the whole expense of the 
bells, was gone to his last home, where he doubtless has his reward for his faithful and affectionate labours for 22 years in 
Semley parish. 
 
There was a large attendance at the morning service and many remained behind  to listen to the bells, among others being Mr 
and Mrs Benett-Stanford, who mounted to the top of the tower to feel the extraordinary oscillation during the firing of the peal.   
 
The bells were cast at the foundry of Messrs Mears & Stainbank of Whitechapel London, probably the oldest firm in existence 
in England (and who cast the Big Ben in London) at a cost of a little over £700, including all expenses of fitting &c.   
 
The weight of the tenor bell is 26 cwt - far the heaviest bell for 20 miles around, save only at Sherborne, which is 46 cwt.  There 
is still room for two more bells in the tower, and some good authorities maintain that with a tenor of so large a weight, the peal 
(to be in harmony) should be augmented to eight.  A rumour is in circulation that the farmers, put on their mettle by the liberality 
of the Squire and Rector, are thinking of adding the two other bells at their own cost.  The young men of this parish have 
formed a society of ringers, and it is to be hoped, now they have so splendid a peal of bells, that they will be induced to learn 
the art of scientific change-ringing. 
 
The sermon was preached by the Rev J Perkins MA, Headmaster of the Grammar School, Shaftesbury, on the text “Praise the 
Lord” (Ps cxvii 2).  The preacher spoke of the origin of the Book of Psalms, the diversity of its character, the use which has 
been made of it by different braches of the Christian Church, and by individual Christians of every sect.  After speaking of 
praising God in our lives, he went on to speak of praising God in the services of the Church, and contrasted the lifeless services 
and neglected condition of churches at the beginning of the century with the hearty services and restored churches of the 
present time.  Then with reference to the church at Semley, which has been rebuilt during the last few years, he proceeded 
thus:- 
 
In this parish you have much to be thankful for;  you have one of the most beautiful churches in the neighbourhood, where 
everything is of the best, where none of the decorations are shams, but are all honest and true, as everything should be which 
is dedicated to God.  You have much to be thankful for to God, who put it into the hearts of some to rebuild and beautify this 
church.  You have reason to be thankful to those who have given of their substance for this good work.  It would be out of place 
to speak individually of those who are yet amongst you, and have helped to carry it out; but of one, whom God in His wisdom 
has recently taken to Himself, ere yet the work on which his heart was set fully complete, I may speak.  
 
To your late rector I know you must all feel most deeply indebted, for it was he who, by rebuilding the chancel, first set the 
example of restoration, which has been so readily followed, and to him you are indebted for a share of the last addition to this 
church - the noble peal of bells which we have heard this morning.  We may be pardoned if we wish that he were here to hear 
them rung, but it is better as it is, he has gone away, leaving behind him a noble memorial of himself in this building, in the 
erection of which he took so prominent a part, and so deep an interest, but a yet more noble memorial in the good that he has 
done in the parish, the distress which he has relieved, and the spiritual food which he has distributed to you.   
 
I doubt not his memory will long remain fresh among you; and as often as you hear the sound of these new bells swelling 
through your lovely valleys, you will think with kindly thankfulness of those who placed them in the tower.   
 
And as often as you hear them calling the parishioners to this house of God, may you pray that those whom they summon to 
the church may go forth each week to their daily tasks, hallowed and refreshed by Sunday’s rest and Sunday’s worship.   
 
And as often as two loving hearts are here joined in the bonds of wedlock, and youhear the “clash and clang” that tells the joy 
to every wandering breeze, may you breathe an inward prayer that, year by year, those two hearts may grow more wholly one, 
until after this chequered life, with its pain and pleasure, sorrow and joy, they may at length together rest for ever in that happy 
land where partings are no more.  And whenever you hear the solemn bell telling that the body of some parishioner is to be laid 
in its last narrow bed, let it speak to you with a voice of warning, and say, “Be ye also ready to meet your God”.   
 
And as at the close of every year you hear these bells ringing out the old and ringing in the new, may you all pray earnestly that 
they may also: 
 

“Ring out the false, ring in the true, 
Ring out old shapes of foul disease, 
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold, 
Ring out the thousand wars of old, 

Ring in the thousand years of peace. 
Ring in the valiant men and free, 

The larger heart, the kindlier hand, 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be” 



 
The inscriptions on the bells: 

 
Tenor - “We Praise Thee O God” 

Presented by Henry Hall MA, Rector, 1878 
 

Fifth - “God to whom our life is due, May we sing Thy praises True” 
 

Fourth - “Jesu, life and light Divine, All our hearts to Thee incline” 
 

Third - “Lord of Heav’n and earth and sea, Let joy be joy in Thee” 
 

Second - “Holy Jesu, voice of power, Save us in the dying hour” 
 

Treble - “Father, Son and Spirit blest, In Thy Kingdom give us rest” 
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