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1860   Notice 

Mr Henry Bristol, Deceased.  All person having any claim or demand on Henry Bristol, formerly of Tisbury, but late of 
East Knoyle, Wilts, yeoman, deceased, are requested to send full particulars to me, for examination and discharge; 
and all persons indebted to the said deceased, are desired forthwith to pay their respective debts to me.  Dated 9

th
 

July 1860, Henry Pullen, Warminster, Solicitor to the Executors 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 14 July 1860 

  
To Let 
With immediate possession, Zion Hill Cottage, containing two sitting rooms, three bedrooms, kitchen and a shop, with 
stabling for one horse, coach-house, piggery and a good supply of water, all enclosed within a good walled-in garden 
and now most pleasantly situate in that healthful and picturesque village of East Knoyle, within an easy distance of 
the Semley Railway Station.  The above have been occupied for the last 20 years by the business of a Tailor and 
Clothier.  Apply to Mr John Snook, Friar’s Hayes Farm, East Knoyle, Wilts. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 03 November 1860 

 
Died 
On the 7

th
 inst. at East Knoyle, after a few hours’ illness, Sarah, the beloved wife of Thomas Perry, aged 70, deeply 

lamented and highly respected 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 17 November 1860 

 
1861 To Cover this Season 

“Nimrod”, the property of H D Seymour Esq will, as last year, serve mares at East Knoyle, near Hindon, wilts, this 
year.  “Nimrod” is by the celebrated “Sir Hercules” out of a thorough-bred Arab mare, is very handsome, a fine 
stepper and bright chestnut colour.  Terms:  Thorough-bred mares £2 2s, half bred and others £1 1.  Groom’s Fees 
2s 6d to be paid at the time of serving, and other fees on or before the 10

th
 of July.  East Knoyle, 20

th
 March, 1861 

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 23 March 1861 
 

Married 
On the 29

th
 ult., at St Mary’s Church, Bryanston-square, by the Rev H Nunn, George B Webster Tate, of Bingley, 

Yorkshire, to Sarah E Brockway, of East Knoyle, Wilts 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 05 October 1861 

 
1866 Accident 

On Saturday night, a man named David Elliott, of East Knoyle, was found lying on the road near the South Western 
Railway Station at Salisbury, in a state of intoxication, and with a severe would on the head.  He was removed to the 
Infirmary, where he still remains.  He has not the slightest idea how he came by the injury. 
Western Gazette Friday 02 February 1866 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions  
Benjamin True and William Godwin were brought up in custody charged with stealing a watch and chain, the property 
of George Burbidge of East Knoyle, on the 27

th
 September last.  The prisoners were fully committed for trial at the 

assizes. 
Western Gazette Friday 02 March 1866 

 
 Wilts Lent Assizes 

Benjamin True and William Godwin, labourers, were indicted for having, at East Knoyle, on the 25
th
 of September 

last, stolen a watch, a watch chain, a purse, and three postage stamps, the property of George Burbidge.  Mr 
Saunders appeared for the prosecution; the prisoners were not defended by counsel.  True pleased guilt and was 
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment with hard labour.  No evidence was offered against Godwin and he was 
therefore discharged. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 31 March 1866 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Robert Shute, of East Knoyle, haulier, was fined 2s 6d and costs, for allowing his horse to feed and stray on the 
highway.  The case was proved by PC Fox.  Richard Meatyard, of East Knoyle, was summoned for allowing his 
horse to stray on the highway, he having been previously convicted of a similar offence, and fined 10s and costs.  He 
was now ordered to pay 5s and costs.  Defendant did not appear.  This case was also proved by PC Fox. 
Western Gazette Friday 22 June 1866  
 
 



 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
George Maidment, of East Knoyle, was summoned to show cause why he should not contribute towards the support 
of the illegitimate child of Emma Snook, of which she alleged him to be the father.  The evidence given was very 
satisfactory and the Bench made an order of 2s per week.  
Western Gazette Friday 03 August 1866  

 
Marriage Festivities 
This little village was full of bustle and animation on Tuesday week, the inhabitants all uniting to give a thorough 
English welcome to Alfred Seymour Esq MP and his bride, on their return from their wedding tour.  Mr and Mrs 
Seymour were met at Semley station by about thirty of the principal tenants on the estate, wearing rosettes, and 
throughout the village there was every demonstration of welcome to the happy pair.  Triumphal arches were erected 
on the road leading to Knoyle, and the cortege was lustily cheered along the whole route to Knoyle-house, where 
they were most enthusiastically received by the assembled villagers.  
 
In the afternoon, Mrs Seymour entertained a very large party of the tenantry and the labourers at an excellent dinner, 
which was served up at Knoyle House.  Mr Hugh Stodart, for many years steward to Mrs Seymour, occupied the 
chair, and the company included a number of the principal gentry in the neighbourhood.  The festivities concluded 
with a ball, the music being supplied by the Shaftesbury Rifle band. 
Dorset County Chronicle September 20 1866 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
James Sturgis, of Pertwood, was summoned for unlawfully rising a dog for the purpose of killing and taking game, on 
Monday, the 8

th
 of October, on land in the occupation of his master Mr George Tuck.  Edward Jukes, being sworn, 

stated:  I am an assistant keeper at East Knoyle.  On Monday, the 8
th
 of October, I was at Pertwood.  I saw James 

Sturgis with his master’s sheep, on the Down, he had a dog, which chased and caught something; but, being at a 
distance, I could not tell what it was.  Sturgis took it up and hid it.  I went to the spot and found a hare, which was 
warm, and appeared to have been just killed.  He then beat about amongst some bushes and put up two other hares, 
which the dog chased but did not kill.  I then went up to him and searched him and found in his pockets two wires.   
 
The Bench inquired if there was anything known against the defendant.  He not being known, and Mr Tuck, his 
master, giving him an excellent character, the bench fined him only 2s 6d and 9s costs, or 10 days imprisonment.  
His master paid the fine and costs. 
Western Gazette Friday 26 October 1866 

 
1867 On the 22

nd
 inst., Henry Fletcher, an old ringer, was consigned to the grave.  He was upwards of 94 years of age and 

had been supported by parochial aid for many years.  The ringers kindly got up a subscription and decorated his 
coffin and bore him to the grave, afterwards ringing many muffled peals. 
Western Gazette Friday 29 March 1867 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
John Noake Down, a farmer, of East Knoyle, was summoned by John Maidment, for refusing to pay the sum of £1, 
due as wages for the lambing season.  Plaintiff stated that he had been shepherd to Mr Down for two years, and 
being tired of shepherding, on Monday, lst April, he gave his master a week’s notice to leave.  There was an 
agreement for 10s per week, house-rent, and firing, and £1 for the lambing.  Mr Down stated that he paid the plaintiff 
his wages on the 6

th
 April, but refused to pay the £1, as the lambing season was not over.  Case dismissed. 

 
Edward Fletcher, of East Knoyle, was summoned by Mr John Charles Perry, farmer, of the same parish, for 
absenting himself from his service on the lst of April, without just cause or excuse; he then being a servant in 
husbandry.  Case settled out of court. 
Western Gazette Friday 26 April 1867 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Albert Ford and Stephen Good, both of East Knoyle, were summoned for using wires for the purpose of taking game, 
on the 13

th
 of July, on lands in the occupation of Mr Mullings, Knoyle Down.  Two former convictions were proved 

against Ford.  ordered to pay 40s and costs; in default, sentenced to three weeks’ hard labour.  Good to pay a fine of 
10s, and costs 9s. 
Western Gazette Friday 26 July 1867 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Charles Scammell (alias Chummey), a dirty-looking fellow, of East Knoyle, was summoned for that he, on the 16

th
 

August, did commit an aggravated assault on Jane Sanger, of Semley, a woman of weak intellect.  The case was 
adjourned till next session for the production of a witness. 
Western Gazette Friday 06 September 1867 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Charles Fletcher, of East Knoyle, was summoned by Mr John N Down, for stealing apples.  Settled out of court. 
Western Gazette Friday 11 October 1867 
 
Congregational Chapel Annual Tea 
The annual tea meeting in connexion with this chapel was held on Wednesday evening in the school-room, which 
was gaily decorated.  A public meeting was afterwards held in the chapel, at which the Rev Mr Patton, the pastor, 
presided.  Instructive addresses were delivered by the Revds J M White, Tisbury; Thos King, Semley; J M Watson, 
Mere; and Messrs R Goldsbrough Mere and H Hart, Bourton. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 19 October 1867 



 
Farmers’ Club 
The annual ploughing meeting of this society is fixed to take place on the 14

th
 inst., on land occupied by Mr Warrant, 

at Prestwood, East Knoyle, and on the evening of the same day the members and friends of the club will dine 
together at the Seymour Arms Inn, East Knoyle.  Mr A Seymour MP is president of the club. 
Western Gazette Friday 08 November 1867 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
William Raishley, of East Knoyle (a drunken, dissipated character), was summoned for being drunk, riotous, and 
disorderly, in the public street at East Knoyle, on the 11

th
 Nov., and was fined 19s, including costs.  The case was 

fully proved by PC Fox.  William Ovens, of East Knoyle, was summoned for being drunk and riotous in the public 
streets of East Knoyle, on the 26

th
 of Oct. last.  Fined 5s and 8s costs.  Proved by PC Fox 

Western Gazette Friday 29 November 1867 
 

1868  Hindon Petty Sessions 
William Charles Perry Raishley, gentleman, of East Knoyle, was summoned by the officer of Inland Revenue, for 
having in his possession, on the 13

th
 November last, a certain dog, he having no license to keep the same.  Fined 

25s and costs. 
 

George Beale, a lad aged 18, was summoned for stealing a hurdle, the property of Mr Richard N Mullins of Knoyle 
Down Farm, on the 6

th
 January.  The case was clearly proved by Richard Stevens, a lad working on the farm, and the 

defendant was sentenced to seven days’ imprisonment. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 18 January 1868 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
John Noake Down, a farmer, of East Knoyle, was summoned for assaulting William Allen, a little boy nine years of 
age.  This case was settled out of court. 
Western Gazette Friday 21 February 1868 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Charles Hayward, of East Knoyle, was summoned for leaving the service of Mr John Noake Down, farmer, on May 
15, and ordered to forfeit 6s 8d wages due, and pay a fine of 5s and 5s 6d costs.  John Smith also summoned for 
leaving the service of Mr J Noake Down, the same day, was ordered to forfeit 5s wages and pay 5s 6d costs. 
Western Gazette Friday 22 May 1868 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Edward Fletcher, a labourer in the employ of Mr J N Down, farmer, of East Knoyle, was fined 15s and costs, or 14 
days’ imprisonment, for leaving his master’s service on the lst of May without leave. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 06 June 1868 

 
1869 Shaftesbury County Court 

Gillingham v Perman. £1 7s 10d balance of account.  Mr Chitty for defendant.   
 
Plaintiff said that he had worked for defendant since June last, and that the above amount was claimed as a balance 
of wages.  Defendant produced his books, and said that he was in business at Knoyle as a blacksmith.  He described 
the mode he adopted in keeping his accounts, and stated that he paid plaintiff 10s 9d in liquidation of all claims.  The 
latter took the money and left, and defendant had not heard of him since until he received a County Court summons.  
Plaintiff was paid for the work he did but he had often to be fetched from the public house.   
 
Plaintiff:  I had sometimes to go for my money to the public house (laughter).  It appeared, from further examination, 
that there had been some dispute about the balance at the time the 10s 9d was paid.  Defendant engaged to pay 
plaintiff at the rate of 14s a week, but the actual payments fell short of that, and the money was not paid up weekly.  
Plaintiff said he took the money, 10s 9d, in part payment and he left defendant’s employ because he could not get 
him to attend to work.  Judgement given for £1.  
Western Gazette Friday 22 January 1869 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
John Smith, of East Knoyle was charged by PC Shipton with being drunk and incapable in the public streets of 
Hindon, on the night of the 8

th
 inst. and was fined 5s and costs.  Allowed 14 days to pay.  Stephen Bracher of East 

Knoyle, summoned Harry Maidment for leaving his service on the 23
rd
 February.  Ordered to pay costs.  

Western Gazette Friday 19 March 1869 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
William Ford, of Knoyle Down, was summoned by the public vaccinator of the Mere Union for neglecting to cause his 
child, Agnes Ford, aged two years on the 21

st
 April, to be examined after having been vaccinated.  Ordered to pay 4s 

6d costs and to have child examined on the 1
st
 Wednesday in next month. 

Western Gazette Friday 25 June 1869 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Stephen Elliott and Charles Fletcher, of East Knoyle, were summoned under the Master and Servant Act, for 
absenting themselves from the service of their employer, Mr Thomas Hall, of Knoyle, on the 8

th
 May, after entering 

into a contract with him to cut a piece of grass at 2s 3d per acre and one gallon of cider.  The Bench ruled that 
Fletcher must be sued in the County Court, but Elliott, having been a servant to Mr Hall for some time previously, was 
ordered to forfeit his wages due, 12s 4½d, and pay the costs to the Court 
Western Gazette Friday 25 June 1869 



Hindon Petty Sessions 
John Noake Down of East Knoyle, farmer, was summoned for assaulting his shepherd, named Samuel Haines, on 
the 27

th
 ult.  Complainant said he was driving sheep into some clover on the day in question when his master came 

and abused him about his dog, and said if he had a gun he would shoot the dog.  Defendant kicked him, knocked him 
down several times and also assaulted his wife.  Complainant’s wife was examined and corroborated her husband’s 
evidence.  Defendant was fined 2/. and costs. 
 
Leaving Service:  Samuel Haines was charged by Mr J N Down, on a cross summons, with absenting himself from 
his duties as shepherd on the 27

th
 ult without leave.  Mr Down said that he employed Haines as a shepherd for twelve 

months from the 9
th
 of November.  He left work on the 27

th
 ult. and returned on the 30

th
.  The case was dismissed. 

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 04 September 1869 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Ann Matthews, the wife of William Matthews, of East Knoyle, was summoned for wilfully cutting and damaging a live 
fence, the property of Henry Fletcher, of the same place, on the 28

th
 ult.  Mr Sawyer, of Shaftesbury appeared for the 

defendant.  The defence was that there was always a roadway through complainant’s premises and defendant cut 
the thorn hedge so as to enable her to make use of the roadway.  The case was dismissed. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 13 November 1869 
 
Act of Ejectment 
At a sitting of the County Court (Shaftesbury) last week, before Mr T E P Lefroy, judge, an action was brought by 
Henry King and William Williams against John Berry to recover possession of a piece of land called “Gathy’s” or 
“Sutton Bottom” in a portion of the parish of East Knoyle.  The case, which had been adjourned from a previous court 
for the production of an Act of Parliament, occupied a very considerable time in the hearing, but it contained little 
which had any interest for the general public.  
 
Mr H M Bompass, of the Western Circuit, instructed Mr J F Rutter of Mere, who appeared for the plaintiffs, and Mr T 
W Saunders, instructed by Mr Swyre of Shaftesbury, conducted the case for defendant.  Evidence was given to 
prove that the land in dispute was left by John Sheppard (to whom it was awarded by a Royal Commission in 1799) 
to John Sanger, under whose will plaintiffs claimed.  For the defence, it was contended that the portion of the will by 
which the land was devised to plaintiffs was revoked by a codicil under which it passed to Charles Dukes, who sold it 
to defendant.  His Honour reserved his decision. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 27 November 1869 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Charlotte Smith, of East Knoyle, summoned Henry Snook of the same place to show cause, &c.  Mr McCarthy 
defended.  There were a large number of witnesses examined but the Bench thought the evidence was not sufficient 
to make an order on.  Case dismissed. 
Western Gazette Friday 17 December 1869 

 
1870 A Sad Accident 

On Saturday, Thomas Bennett, carter to Mr Warren, met with a sad accident, when returning from Iwerne to 
Pertwood, with a waggon load of hay.  When about a mile from Knoyle on the Warminster road, he had occasion to 
go to the off side of the waggon and, in doing so, fell down.  The wheels passed over his left leg, breaking it in two 
places.  He was carried home to Pertwood Farm where, under the care of Mr Rumsey, surgeon, of Mere, he is 
making fair progress towards recovery. 
Western Gazette Friday 13 May 1870 
 

1871 Hindon Petty Sessions 
Albert Fletcher, of East Knoyle, was brought up by the police for being drunk and incapable on the high road from 
Hindon to Knoyle, at half-past 11 o’clock at night, on the 21

st
 of March.  Fined 5s and costs. 

Western Gazette Friday 31 March 1871 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions       
Thomas Pressley of Chicklade, a servant in the employ of Mr William Yells, a farmer at East Knoyle was summoned 
for leaving his master's employ without cause of excuse on the 3rd of April last.  Complainant agreed with defendant 
as a servant in husbandry from the 10th January last till October next at 8s 6d a week and £1 10s in addition if he 
fulfilled the contract.  He left on the 3rd April last, and neglected to return.  The Bench annulled the contract, and fined 
defendant 10s and costs.       
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 01 July 1871 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Charles Fletcher, of East Knoyle, was charged with leaving the service of Mr Albert Hiscock, of the same place.  
Fined 5s and costs. 
Western Gazette Friday 18 August 1871 
 
Cricket 
A match was played last week between the East Knoyle and Pythouse Cricket Clubs, and was won by East Knoyle 
by 16 runs on the lst innings.  The scores in the first innings were East Knoyle 78, Pythouse 62.  A match was played 
between Wardour Castle and Pythouse Cricket Clubs last week when the latter were victorious.  The scores were 
Pythouse 1

st
 innings 27, second innings 45, total 72.  Wardour Castle lst innings 21, second innings 46, total 67. 

Western Gazette Friday 01 September 1871 
 
 
 



Marriage 
Dec 26, at East Knoyle, by the Rev Milford, Mervin Henry, youngest son of the late Mr Samuel Maidment, Semley, to 
Emily, youngest daughter of Mr Joseph Snook, East Knoyle. 
Western Gazette December 29 1871 

 
1872 Thanksgiving Day 

Celebrated here in a truly hearty manner, the day being observed as a general holiday.  At mid-day a thanksgiving 
service was held in the parish church, the sermon being preached by the Rev R N Milford.  Afterwards, a dinner was 
held in the coach house at Knoyle House, at which upwards of 200 were present.  In the evening, tea and cake were 
providing for 400 women and children. 
Western Gazette Friday 08 March 1872 
 
To Contractors and Others – East Knoyle National Schools 
Tenders are invited for the building of these schools.  Plans and specifications may be seen at Mr Gray’s office at the 
Manor Farm from Monday the 22

nd
 until Saturday the 27

th
.  The tenders must be sent in sealed by the lst of May to 

the School Committee, Knoyle Rectory.  The committee do not bind themselves to take the lowest tender.  
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 06 April 1872 
 
To Carpenters and Joiners 
The trustees of Compton Charity East Knoyle wish to apprentice a youth of 15.  Application to be made to the 
Trustees of Compton Charity, Knoyle Rectory, Salisbury 
Western Gazette Friday 26 April 1872 
 
For Sale 
£100, in excellent condition, a Landau, by Peters and Son London.  Cost 250 guineas.  Apply The Stables, Knoyle 
House, East Knoyle, Salisbury 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 15 June 1872 
 
Lost 
On Monday 22

nd
 July, from Chapel Farm, East Knoyle, a lemon and white clumber spaniel.  Whoever has found the 

same will be rewarded and all reasonable expenses paid by applying to J Corbin, East Knoyle, Salisbury 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 03 August 1872 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Albert Matthews, aged 11 years, of East Knoyle, was summoned by Mr Henry Smith, for stealing a pair of boots.  
Sentenced to receive eight strokes with a birch rod.  The boy’s mother, who was in court, was sharply rebuked for the 
way in which she is bringing up her children.  
 
William Raishley, of East Knoyle, was summoned by the police for drunkenness and brawling on 16

th
 July at Knoyle.  

PC Bond proved the case.  Fined 5s and costs, or seven days.  He was further charged by PC Dunn with being drunk 
and noisy, and using abominable language in the street from some time in the evening on Saturday, 27

th
 July till 20 

minutes to one on Sunday morning.  His general conduct was said to be so bad that the ladies could scarcely pass 
up or down the street.  Fined £2 and costs, or one month’s hard labour.  Defendant did not appear. 
Western Gazette Friday 09 August 1872 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Azariah Dewey, of East Knoyle, aged 15 years, was charged with stealing two eggs and eight ounces of cheese, 
value 6d, the property of Mr Thomas Hall, farmer, of the same place, on the 18

th
 ult.  Mr Hall saw the defendant in the 

roadway leading from his farm-yard on the day in question, and observed that he had something under his jacket.  
He searched him, and found two newly-laid eggs and about half a pound of cheese; one of the eggs was quite warm.  
He asked him where had the eggs and cheese come from, and defendant in reply said he took the eggs from the cart 
in the cart-house, and the cheese was part of what he had had for his breakfast.  The defendant was sentenced to 
seven days’ imprisonment. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 07 September 1872 
 
Important Sale 
Fernhill Farm East Knoyle Wilts, four miles from Gillingham and Semley Railway Stations.  Notice of an important 
sale of 42 head of choice horn stock, 3 horses, 21 pigs, implements, about 96 tons of hay, corn, cider, cask, &c.  
Messrs Godwin and Son have been favoured with instructions from the executors of the late Mr John Sanger, 
deceased, to sell the above choice live and dead stock by auction on the premises on Wednesday October 9

th
 1872.   

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 28 September 1872 
 
1873 Hindon Petty Sessions 

David Mead, of East Knoyle, was summoned for indecently assaulting a married woman named Eliza Jolliffee, on the 
17

th
 Dec.  Fined £1 and costs, or 14 days’ hard labour.  He said he would rather go to prison than pay, and was 

therefore committed. 
Western Gazette Friday 07 February 1873 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
William Tanswell, of East Knoyle, who did not appear, was convicted of poaching on the 3

rd
 inst. on land belonging to 

A Seymour Esq.  He was fined 40s and costs, or two months’ imprisonment.   
Western Gazette Friday 18 April 1873 
 
 
 



Hindon Petty Sessions 
James Fletcher, of East Knoyle, was summoned by Supt Dann for being drunk and disorderly at East Knoyle, on the 
27

th
 ult.  He was fined 10s and costs. 

Western Gazette Friday 06 June 1873 
 
1874 Died 

Jan 9, at East Knoyle, Wilts, Ida Mary, eldest child of Mr John Burbidge, aged 6 years 
Western Gazette Friday 16 January 1874 
 
Liberality 
Through the kindness of Mr Thomas Harrison, of London, who has lately come to reside in this parish, the aged and 
sick poor, to the number of 30, were invited to attend at his residence on Christmas-eve and receive a present.  Each 
person who attended, after being refreshed with a plentiful supply of cake and wine, was presented with a parcel 
containing the necessary ingredients for making a good Christmas pudding, and a packet of tea, with a ticket for a 
pot of beer, which were thankfully received. 
Western Gazette Friday 16 January 1874 

 
Died 
Jan 11, at East Knoyle, from inflammation of the lungs, Elizabeth Jane, the beloved daughter of Mr Wm E Snook, 
plumber, &c. of East Knoyle, aged 4 years and 11 months. 
Western Gazette Friday 23 January 1874 

 
Died 
March 12, at East Knoyle, Anne Mary, the daughter of Mr Wm Burbidge, aged 11 
Western Gazette Friday 20 March 1874 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
John Smith, labourer, of East Knoyle, was summoned by order of the Board of Guardians of the Mere Union to show 
cause why he should not contribute towards the support of his father, who is chargeable to the common fund of the 
Union.  An order was made upon him to pay 1s per week and 8s 6d costs.   
 
Henry Maidment, labourer, and William Elliott, timber sawyer, both of East Knoyle, were ordered to pay 1s 6d per 
week and costs towards the support of their mother and father respectively, who are also chargeable.   
 
George Lampard, labourer, of East Knoyle was ordered to contribute 1s weekly and costs towards the support of his 
mother.  Mr Baker, clerk to the Board, and Mr Val. Norris, R.O., proved the cases. 
Western Gazette Friday 20 March 1874 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Robert King, of East Knoyle, was charged by the police with riding in a waggon drawn by three horses without reins, 
on the 31

st
 March, in the parish of Semley.  Defendant gave false name and address.  Fined 7s and costs, or 7days. 

Western Gazette Friday 08 May 1874 
 

Hindon Petty Sessions 
George Lampard, William Elliott, Henry Maidment and John Smith, all of East Knoyle, were charged with disobeying 
an order made upon them to contribute towards the support of their aged fathers and mothers, who are in receipt of 
relief from the Mere Union.  Mr Val. Norris, the relieving officer, proved serving the orders upon them, also the 
amounts due from each.  As they had no goods to distrain upon, they were committed for three weeks’ hard labour. 
Western Gazette Friday 07 August 1874 

 
1875 Seasonable Benevolence 

The Poor of this village have good reason to be thankful this Christmas-tide that they have, residing among them, so 
good a friend as Mr Thomas Harrison.  The severe weather which attends this season will, we fear, be sorely felt by 
those whose circumstances in life do not permit them to enjoy what many of us deem indispensable comforts.  But 
Mr and Mrs Harrison have determined to make Christmas a real festival to all, even the poorest.   
 
To every person in the parish who is in receipt of parish relief, they have most generously given a good Christmas 
dinner, consisting of a good joint of meat, the ingredients of a capital plum pudding, and a tankard of old October.  
Packages of tea, sugar and plum-cake have also been dispensed; coal that they might bid defiance to the cruel frost 
without; and last, but certainly not least, to each person a bright and new half-crown.  All this constitutes a specimen 
of true charity and if every village in the land could only boast such a friend, this season would be universally a happy 
and joyous one. 
Western Gazette Friday 01 January 1875 

 
Independent School Room 
On Monday evening, a service of song, illustrative of the Pilgrim’s Progress, was given in the above named school 
room by the Semley Baptist choir.  The Rev T King gave the readings in a clear, distinct and impressive manner.   
Miss Street presided at the harmonium with much efficiency.  Messrs Rogers (three brothers) sang with considerable 
ability and several young ladies did themselves great credit.  The service of song was given on behalf of the East 
Knoyle Green Primitive Methodist Chapel, and realised £1 10s.   
 
Votes of thanks were moved by the Rev J Richards, seconded by Mr A Hiscock, and accorded unanimously to the 
Rev T King and the Semley Choir, to Mr Flemington and the trustees for the loan of the school room and to Miss 
Sanger for the load of the harmonium. 
Western Gazette Friday 29 January 1875 



 
 
Married 
April 5, at the Parish Church, Llanhileth, Monmouthsire, Edwin Josiah, eldest son of Mr Josiah Miles, late of East 
Knoyle, Wilts, to Elizabeth, only daughter of Mr Moses Parsons, of Butterstakes Farm, Sedgehill 
Western Gazette Friday 09 April 1875 

 
1876 Sale of Knoyle Estate 

Knoyle Estate in Wiltshire, upwards of 4,000 acres, the property of Mr Alfred Seymour, has lately changed hands.  It 
was offered to public competition last month by Messrs Driver of Whitehall, at the Mart, but not sold.  Since then 
several parties have been in treaty and it has now been bought by the Hon. Percy S Wyndham, MP for West 
Cumberland, for £128,000, exclusive of timber. 
Western Daily Press Thursday 14 December 1876 

 
1877 Improved Health 

Mr Alfred Seymour’s health is much benefited by his stay in Italy.  He is about to return and reside at Knoyle, which 
estate it was reported he had sold.  We understand, however, that he retains the house as a residence, and about 
1,000 acres of the estate. 
Western Times Tuesday 09 January 1877 
 
Wilts Quarter Sessions 
William Tanswell (24), labourer, was charged with breaking and entering the dwelling-house of James Woodley, and 
stealing £4 1s 6d and a silver watch, at East Knoyle.  Not guilty. 
Bath Chronicle & Weekly Gazette Thursday 11 January 1877  

 
1878 Hindon Petty Sessions 

Thomas Stone, of East Knoyle, was charged with having used abusive and threatening language towards his wife, on 
the 17

th
 Feb.  The woman said he had threatened to take away her life, and had many times knocked her down and 

she went in bodily fear of him.  The Bench ordered him to be bound over in the sum of £10, and two sureties in a like 
amount to keep the peach for six months. 

 
John Tanswell, Frank Tanswell, Edward Merchant and Charles Dukes, of East Knoyle, were summoned for beating 
and ill-using Richard Bryant, of Mere, at East Knoyle, on 14

th
 February.   

 
Sidney Mead corroborated in the main the evidence of the prosecutor, who, it appeared, had received some very 
rough treatment, being beaten by all the defendants at once.  Frank Tanswell and Edward Merchant (neither of whom 
appeared) were fined 10s and costs each, or 14 days; and John Tanswell and Dukes 5s and costs, or seven days’ 
hard labour. 
Western Gazette Friday 08 March 1878 
 
Accident 
A few days ago, Mr Crammond, bailiff to Mr A Seymour, of Knoyle House, was driving home from Semley Station, 
when the horse threw off its bridle - which had been borrowed, and which was much too large - and bolted.  On 
entering Knoyle, a person tried to stop the animal, when it swerved and threw Mr Crammond out of the trap, causing 
him to fracture his arm and cut his forehead.  The horse was caught near the lime kiln. 
Western Gazette Friday 29 March 1878 

 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
John Burton and PC Ricketts, of East Knoyle, were summoned for an assault.  This was a cross summons.  Mr 
Woodley, Thomas Woodley, John Tanswell and Robert King were charged with assaulting Burton and the constable 
on August 24.  Mr Nodder prosecuted and Mr Atkinson defended.  William Woodley, Thomas Woodley, John 
Tanswell and Robert King were charged with assaulting Burton and the constable on August 24.  After a protracted 
hearing, which lasted upwards of two hours, the Bench dismissed the case against Burton and the policeman; the 
other four defendants were fined 10s and costs each or 14 days’ hard labour. 
Western Gazette Friday 06 September 1878 

 
Workmen’s Holiday 
On Saturday, the workmen employed in the restoration of Knoyle House, the property of A Seymour Esq, joined by 
the men working on the estate, met at one o’clock, and, headed by the brass band of the 9

th
 Dorset Rifle Volunteers, 

marched in procession to the Rectory, returning through the village to the cricket field (lent by Mr Crammond) where 
a dinner had been provided.   
 
The chair was taken by the Rev R Milford, rector of the parish.  After the toast list had been gone through, the 
company separated for indulgence in the several amusements which had been arranged.  At five o’clock the table 
was spread with tea, to which, including the public, upwards of 100 sat down.  Athletic sports and dancing were kept 
up with much spirit until then, when “God Save the Queen” was played.  The band and company then marched from 
the field to the centre of the village, where some cheering took place.  The committee, in summing up their accounts, 
found that they hand in hand a surplus of 13s, which has been given to the Salisbury Infirmary. 
Western Gazette Friday 20 September 1878 
 
Hindon Petty Sessions 
Charles Jukes and George Merchant, of East Knoyle, were charged with being drunk and riotous, in the streets of 
that parish, and fined 10s and costs each. 
Western Gazette Friday 06 December 1878 
 



 
Died 
Dec 5, at East Knoyle, Wilts, Elizabeth, widow of the late Mr Felten Burbidge, aged 89. 
Western Gazette Friday 20 December 1878 

 
1879 Hindon Petty Sessions 

Frank Harding, of East Knoyle, for being drunk whilst in charge of a horse, was fined 10s and costs. 
Western Gazette Friday 11 July 1879 

 
Married 
Aug 14, at the Parish Church, East Knoyle, by the Rev R N Milford, Mr William Hayward, of Semley, to Ellen, only 
daughter of Mr Stephen Elliott, East Knoyle 
Western Gazette Friday 29 August 1879 
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