
Inquests 1799 - 1912 
 

 
1799  On Friday Mr Whitmarsh took an inquest at East Knoyle on the body of Robert Elliott, a boy 
aged ten years, who was found hanged in one of the bell-ropes in the bellfry adjoining the church.  It is 
singular that a man was tolling the bells for a funeral at the time the accident happened, but being a 
lunatic and dumb it was impossible to get any information from him. A man working in the church swore 
he did not cease tolling the knell a moment.  Verdict: Accidental Death.   
Salisbury & Winchester Journal 23 September 1799 
 
1802 One day last week, Mr Whitmarsh took an inquest at Knoyle, on view of the body of Richard 
Vallis, an old man of that place, who died on his return home from a neighbouring village.  The Jury 
returned a verdict “Died by the Visitation of God” 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 11 January 1802 
 

               
1814 Mr Whitmarsh held an inquest on Tuesday, at East Knoyle, on the body of Joseph Sanger, who was found dead in 

Mr Sheppard’s house, in the same place.  Verdict: Visitation of God 
                Salisbury & Winchester Journal February 14 1814 
 
1820 Mr Whitmarsh held an inquest at East Knoyle on Wednesday last, on the body of James Maidment, who was found 

dead near the Asylum in that parish.  It appeared that the deceased had been subject to fits for four years past, and 
no marks of violence appearing on his body. Verdict: Visitation of God. 

                Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 17 July 1820 
 
1830 Mr Whitmarsh held an inquest on Thursday last, at East Knoyle, on the body of Thomas Maidment.  The deceased 

was at work in a chalk-pit the previous Tuesday, when the soil above fell down and suffocated him.  Verdict:  
Accidental death 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 29 March 1830 

 
1832 On 27

th
, at Fisherton Anger, on the body of Henry Elliott who belonged to East Knoyle.  The deceased, on Tuesday 

last, was driving his wagon to Winchester fair, and on arriving near the five mile stone, on the London Road, whilst 
attempting to mount the wagon, his hold-fast (one of the loops of the tilt) snapped asunder and he fell back on his 
head.  He was taken on to the Pheasant Inn, in a state of insensibility; but was enabled on the following day to return 
back to Fisherton.  On the succeeding morning, he went to the Infirmary, and on Friday afternoon expired, from the 
effect of the injury which he had received.  Verdict: Accidental Death - A deodand of 1s was levied on the wagon. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 29 October 1832 
 

1835 An inquest was held by Mr Whitmarsh at East Knoyle, on the body of A Shepard.  Deceased was accustomed to 
carry about caps, &c, for sale, and after leaving a public house in the above village at half past seven o’clock in the 
evening, she was found dead between nine and ten o’clock, lying on her face in a water course in the garden of 
Richard Matthews.  Her basket of caps and her umbrella were lying by her side and her money was found in her 
pocket.  Verdict: Accidental Death 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 23 February 1835 
 

1836 Mr Whitmarsh held an inquest, on the 8
th
 inst., at East Knoyle, on the body of Hannah Perman, who was taken ill on 

the previous Monday morning, and died on the following day, without having received medical assistance.  Verdict:  
Natural Death 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 18 April 1836 

 
1837 Mr Whitmarsh held an inquest on Saturday, Nov. 11, at East Knoyle, on the body of Elizabeth Brockway, a 

respectable married woman, about twenty five years of age.  Deceased, who had given birth to an infant a few 
months before, and since that period had been in a very weak state of health, destroyed herself by cutting her throat 
with a razor.  Verdict: Temporary Insanity 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 20 November 1837 

 
1847 At East Knoyle, on Mr John Ricketts, aged 80.  The deceased had taken his breakfast as usual and appeared in 

good health.  He went into the garden and, in about a quarter of an hour returned to his house complaining to his 
housekeeper that he did not feel very well.  In five minutes, life was extinct.  Verdict:: Visitation of God 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 16 October 1847 
 

1850 At East Knoyle, on Rose Brockway, aged 54 years.  The deceased had accompanied her husband to Shaftesbury; 
on her return she complained of violent pain in her head.  She retired to rest and was found dead in the morning, 
which arose, according to medical opinion, from apoplexy.  Natural Causes 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 27 April 1850 
 

1851 At East Knoyle, on James Baker, aged 34 years.  The deceased died after a few hours’ illness, reported to have 
arisen from violence inflicted by a person at a beer-house; but medical evidence proved the cause to have been 
inflammation of the viscera of the abdomen from exposure to cold and intemperance.  Died from Natural Causes. 
Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette Thursday 28 August 1851 
 

1854 At East Knoyle, on William Marvin Alford, aged 5 months.  The deceased was placed on the bed at 10 o’clock in the 
morning in perfect health, at 12 he was found quite dead, having turned round on his face, and was suffocated.  
Verdict: Accidental Death. 
Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette Thursday 14 September 1854 



1854 At East Knoyle, on James Uphill, aged 75 years.  The deceased fell from a height of ten feet, whilst employed as a 
plasterer, fractured two ribs, dislocated his collar bone, and other contusions, which destroyed life in three days.  
Verdict: Accidental Death 
Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette Thursday 14 September 1854 

 
1854 At East Knoyle, on George Lampard, aged 49 years.  The deceased was employed by Mr Corbyn as a farm labourer, 

who found him lying dead near his barn.  The deceased had made no previous complaint, and the surgeon was of 
the opinion that a rupture of a vessel connected with the heart had taken place.  Verdict: Visitation of God.  
Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette Thursday 28 December 1854 

 
1855 At Milton, in the parish of East Knoyle, on the body of Henry Stevens, aged 53 years.  The deceased was employed 

in ricking beans from a wagon, and was handing the sheaves to Henry Fletcher, when he lost his balance and fell 
from the wagon to the ground, producing a laceration of the spinal marrow of the neck and consequent palsy of all 
parts of the body below the injury.  He died the following day.  Accidental Death 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 06 October 1855 
 

1858 At East Knoyle, on Ambrose  Marchant, aged 78 years.  The deceased resided alone, and was seen in the village in 
the evening, but not making his appearance the following morning, the door was opened and he was found dead, 
lying on the floor of the bedroom, from apoplexy.  Verdict: Found Dead 
Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette Thursday 04 February 1858 
 

1860 At East Knoyle, on Fanny Whitmarsh, aged 30 years.  The deceased was engaged at the washing-tub, was taken 
suddenly ill and died in a few minutes from hypertrophy or enlargement of the heart.  Verdict: Visitation of God. 
Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette Thursday 19 July 1860 
 

1861 An inquest was held by Mr Wilson at East Knoyle on Tuesday, on the body of Charles Small, who died suddenly on 
Sunday evening.  The deceased, who was 88 years old, had for the last week been suffering from a bad cold, and on 
Sunday evening, whilst he was being assisted up to bed, he suddenly expired.  Mr Sheppard, of Hindon, was called 
in and was of opinion the cause of death was congestion of the lungs.  Verdict:  Died by the Visitation of God 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 15 June 1861 
 

1861 We are sorry to record a most determined case of suicide, which occurred here on Sunday last, during afternoon 
service.   few months, and lodged at James Dear’s, while Dear and his wife were at church, entered an old barn at 
the back of the place and shot himself through the head.  Death must have been instantaneous.  No cause can be 
assigned for this melancholy act.  George Sylvester Esq held an inquest at the George Inn on Tuesday when a 
verdict of Temporary Insanity was returned. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 02 February 1861 
 

1866 Mr Wilson, the County Coroner, yesterday held an inquest at East Knoyle relative to the death of a man named 
William Lampard, 77 years of age.  The deceased was a shoemaker and on Wednesday went into his workshop to 
begin work but he had not been there more than five minutes when he fell down on the floor.  His son, hearing the 
noise, hastened to the room and found his father on the floor, his face being covered with blood from the violence of 
the fall.  Assistance was procured and the old man was got up, but he died a few minutes afterwards.  He had been 
suffering from heart disease for some time and a medical gentleman who made a post mortem examination was of 
the opinion that death had been cause by that disease.  Verdict accordingly. 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal August 04 1866 
 

1866 On Monday an inquest was held before Mr R M Wilson Esq Coroner, on the body of John Burbidge, infant son of 
Isaac Burbidge, shoemaker, a widower, his wife having died soon after the birth of the child, which was 14 weeks old.  
The neighbours had very kindly taken charge of the child for some time, but recently the father took charge of it 
himself.  He stated that he fed it on bread and milk every day.  Dr. Zinzan however stated that the child died from 
inanition.  Verdict accordingly. 
Western Gazette November 23 1866 

 
1867 Suspicious death of a child.  On Saturday last an inquest was held here respecting the death of the female child of a 

single woman named Mary Read.  The child appeared to have had extensive excoriations on various parts of the 
body, with inflammation of the lungs and intestines.  Mr Zinzan stated that the immediate cause of death was 
exhaustion from excessive pain.  There was nothing to lead him to the belief that anything had been improperly 
administered, but he considered that the child had been very much neglected by the mother.  The jury returned a 
verdict in accordance with the medical evidence, and the mother was severely censured for her neglect. 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 28 September 1867 

 
1867 An inquest was held by R M Wilson Esq on Monday, on the body of Henry Hooper, aged 61 years.  Deceased was 

engaged on Thursday last helping to take in a barley rick and was on the top of a waggon loaded with barley, a part 
of which slipping off the deceased fell with it, and in falling a prong which he held in his hand entered just below his 
eye to a considerable depth.  He was attended by Mr Rumsey, of Mere, but died on Saturday from the effects of the 
injury, which appeared to have affected his brain.  Verdict: Accidental Death.  

 
Our correspondent states that a medical man was sent for as soon as the accident occurred.  The gentlemen in 
question went part of the way to Knoyle and, on hearing that the sufferer was a poor man, turned round and went 
home again.  The poor fellow was evidently much neglected. 
Western Gazette Friday 01 February 1867 

 
 



1867 On Saturday last an inquest was held here respecting the death of the female child of a single woman named Mary 
Read.  The child appeared to have had extensive excoriations on various parts of the body, with inflammation of the 
lungs and intestines.  Mr Zinzan stated that the immediate cause of death was exhaustion from excessive pain.  
There was nothing to lead him to the belief that anything had been improperly administered, but he considered that 
the child had been very much neglected by the mother.  The jury returned a verdict in accordance with the medical 
evidence and the mother was severely censured for her neglect. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 28 September 1867 
 

1868 An inquest was held before Mr R M Wilson, coroner, on Saturday, on the body of Anna Jolliffe, aged 63 years, who 
died suddenly in her bed on Friday morning.  Mr Ramsay had attended her some time previously and was of the 
opinion that she died from disease of the heart.  A verdict to that effect was returned. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 11 April 1868 
 

1879 On the 24
th
 of December, an inquest was held before Mr R A Wilson, Deputy Coroner, touching the death of William 

Tugday, 23, a carter in the employ of Mr Warren of Pertwood Farm.  On the 21
st
 ult the deceased was endeavouring 

to check the speed of his horses, when his foot slipped, and both wheels of the waggon passed over him.  He only 
survived a short time and never spoke after the accident happened.  The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death. 
Western Gazette Friday 03 January 1879 
 

1891 Mr R A Wilson, coroner, held an inquiry at East Knoyle on Saturday, touching the death of a child named Herbert 
Albert Wright, aged six years, the illegitimate son of Albertina Wright of Shaftesbury.  The mother, a hawker, had 
been attending the annual club festival at East Knoyle on the 21

st
 ins., and the child was found dead in a van.  Dr 

Blyth certified that death was due to syncope, and the jury returned a verdict to this effect.  
Western Gazette Friday 29 May 1891 
 

1895 The Coroner for the district, Mr R A Wilson, held an inquiry here on Saturday into the circumstances attending the 
death of Edgar Charles Street, infant son of John Street, farm labourer of this parish, who died early on the previous 
Thursday morning.  Evidence was given by Ellen Street, the mother, Annie Coombs, the parish nurse, and Mr J C 
Blythe, surgeon of Hindon, which went to show that the deceased was aged one year and five months, that he h ad 
been weakly since birth, and that he died at 4.30 on the morning of the 27

th
 ult. from acute bronchitis, without having 

been medically attended for two months.  Verdict:  natural causes. 
Western Gazette Friday 04 January 1895 
 

1899 An inquest was held on Wednesday by Mr R A Wilson respecting the death of Ann Forward, an aged lady, of East 
Knoyle, who died on the previous day.  It appeared from the evidence that the deceased, who was 85 years of age, 
had lived for the past two years with her grandson William Maidment, farmer of New Leaze Farm.  For 12 months 
past her mind had been deranged, and for a few days before her death she was in a very excited state.   
 
On Tuesday afternoon, at 3.30, she was safe in her bedroom, but soon afterwards, Mr Forward heard a thud on the 
stairs and on going out saw the deceased lying at the foot of the staircase.  She had injured her neck and became 
paralysed.  Dr Woods, who was called in, pronounced the case hopeless and death took place at half past five.  A 
verdict of Death from Misadventure was returned. 
Western Gazette Friday 01 September 1899 
 

1904 Mr R A Wilson held an inquest on Friday on the body of Tamar Ford, aged 88 years, widow of John Ford, of East 
Knoyle, who died on Wednesday from exhaustion as a result of severe burns. 

  
Philip Pike, carter, Shaftesbury, said that on March 8

th
 he called at Mrs Ford’s house to deliver coal. He knocked at 

the door and at last Mrs Ford opened it. When he took the coal in he noticed her sitting in front of the fire dozing.  
Edgar Gordon said he was in his garden, which was close to deceased’s cottage about three o’clock in the afternoon, 
when he heard someone call out.   He climbed over the wall, and saw volumes of smoke coming from the door of Mrs 
Ford’s cottage. On going in, he heard a groan, and found the old lady sitting in her chair near the fire with her clothes 
smoldering. He put some water on her clothes and extinguished the fire. Everything around her was smoldering and 
ready to burst into flame if there had been a draught. 

 
Dr Rutter said he was called to see the deceased and found she was badly burned about the face and limbs. She 
managed to walk upstairs, with assistance. The old lady died on Wednesday from exhaustion.  The jury returned a 
verdict of Accidental Death. 
Salisbury Journal March 25

 
1904  

 
1912 The tragic death of a carter, named Charles Cooper, employed at Pertwood Farm, East Knoyle, was the subject of an 

inquest held by the Coroner for South Wilts, Mr W J Trethowan, on Friday.  It appeared that Cooper was at work 
yesterday week with a field roller drawn by two horses.  His son and a labourer named Ackford, who were also 
engaged on the farm, suddenly noticed that something was wrong with the horses attached to the roller and, running 
to the field, found Cooper lying on the ground with his skull and face terrible injured.  It was conjectured that one of 
the horses knocked the poor fellow down and that the roller passed over his head.  Death must have been 
instantaneous.  The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death and expressed sympathy with the widow and the 
family of three daughters and two sons.  The jurors also gave their fees to the widow. 
Western Gazette Friday 03 May 1912 
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