
Vicarial Tythes Settled 1856 
 

Important Decision to Clergy 
 
Vestry Meeting 
At a Vestry, very numerously attended, at Tisbury, on Friday last, the Rev Mr Webber in the chair, the parishioners refused, by 
a majority of seventy six votes, to make a church rate till the arrears due on a church rate made by them at Easter 1830 were 
paid.  Mr S B Bracher was elected the parishioners’ churchwarden for the ensuring year. 
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House of Commons, Weds March 19 
Mr J Benett presented petitions from Tisbury and various other parishes in the county of Wilts, for the removal of the 
Dissenters’ disabilities.  He considered it absolutely necessary that something should be done in the way of altogether 
removing the church-rates.  They ought, in his opinion, to be taken out of the Church itself, which possessed sufficient wealth to 
enable it to pay itself.  He trusted that the Government were about to bring forward some measure which would have the effect 
of doing away with these rates.  He left the matter in the hands of Government with great confidence, entertaining no doubt 
that, as far as was practicable, they would relieve the petitioners from their burdens.  In respect to the general prayer of the 
petition, he cordially supported it. 
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Ecclesiastical Intelligence 
During the last 14 years the dissenters and Roman Catholics combined have succeeded in opposing a church rate in the parish 
of Tisbury, and on one occasion they had a majority of 78 votes in their favour; but the principles of dissent are so reduced, and 
such a reaction in favour of the church has taken place in this parish since the period alluded to, that the churchwardens have 
this year thought proper to ask for a rate for the necessary repairs to the church; consequently on the 21s of June a Vestry was 
holden, for the purpose of making such rate, which was adjourned to the following day, and again to the 8

th
 of July, when every 

person who would vote against the rate was brought to the poll, in many cases without regard to qualification; at the close, the 
dissenters appeared to be in a majority of three votes.  A scrutiny, demanded by one of the churchwardens, took place on the 
29

th
 of July, and was adjourned to the 21

st
 of August and again to the following day, when it appeared that the poll had been 

purged of much that had been produced by the Roman Catholics and dissenters – that there was a majority of 18 votes in 
favour of the rate.  The church wardens were on that occasion ably assisted by their solicitor, J L Alford Esq of Salisbury; and 
the chair was also ably filled by T Goodman Esq of Warminster, whose impartial conduct secured him the respect of all parties.  
It may be well to observe that the parties who opposed the rate were the parties whose principles entirely differ, but who on this 
occasion united to attack the mother church, verifying an old adage (with a slight literal alteration) “perversity makes strange 
bedfellows”. 
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Church Rate Agreed (From a Correspondent) 
On Wednesday last, the friends of the Church commemorated their complete success in obtaining a church rate for repairing 
the church in this parish, by giving a dinner to those who came forward to support a cause which has been so strongly opposed 
by her enemies for the last 14 years.  A dinner was got up of the old English fare, roast beef and plum pudding, by our worthy 
host, Mr John Cuff, of the Boot Inn, where upwards of 350 sat down to partake.  Grace being said by the Rev S Webber, the 
vicar, all were armed to enjoy the good things before them.   
 
The brass band from Ebbesborne played “God Save the Queen” and many other pieces, in the best style.   It was most 
gratifying to witness in this instance (and it will ever be born in remembrance), not the son and daughter of the cottager waiting 
on the great, but the reverse - those in affluence rendering their assistance to their more humble brethren.   

 
After the removal of the cloth, our worthy vicar returned thanks, and impressed upon their minds to let good humour be the 
order of the evening, which had the desired effect, every one appearing happy and delighted, and at ten o’clock they separated 
with the same good friendship they had met.  A balloon was sent off in the field near the Boot Inn, the ascent of which was 
beautiful, the balloon passing over the church tower, where the national colours were proudly floating in the air.  The 
amusements of the day commenced with a merry peal from the church bells by an able set of ringers, who kindly came from 
Dinton for that purpose.   

 
On arrival of the band at Tisbury, they called at the National School House, where a beautiful banner, painted by Mr J K Davey, 
was presented to them, which was taken to the Vicarage (the band playing “See the conquering hero comes”), where they were 
kindly refreshed with strong beer.  A dance, which was kept up with great spirit by a number of ladies and gentlemen, closed 
the proceedings with that good humour which should always exist in the hearts of true English subjects. 
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Hindon Petty Sessions  
The Rev S Tenison Mosse and the Overseers of Tisbury appeared by consent to settle the amount at which the vicarial tythes 
of the parish should be assessed.   
 
Mr Mosse complained that there had been no assessment made of the tythes since the reduction of the corn averages, that he 
was in consequence overcharged, and the Overseers were bound in law to make a fresh assessment of such property in each 
year after it was known what each 100/. of rent-charge was worth, and that from the sum thus payable, the following deductions 
were to be made:-  all parochial rates and ecclesiastical dues, synodals, procurations, first fruits or tenths, which were paid in 
the previous year; and also a per centage for collecting.   
 
Mr Nicholas Combes, of Wardour parish, as one of the Overseers, conducted the opposition, and maintained, 1st, that the 
objection of Mr Mosse was too late, as it was for the rate made in November the claim was made; 2nd, that the rate was made 
upon the same principal as upon other property in the parish, and stated the authority of the Law Times in support of his views, 
as opposed to Mr Mosse.  



To the first objection, Mr Mosse replied that the Parochial Assessment Act required 28 days’ notice of special sessions to hear 
appeals, and that no notice had been given since the rate was made, which was fatal to the Overseers, at least for the present; 
but Mr Mosse waived the point to settle the question then on its merits.  To the second objection, he put in a printed copy of 
instructions, issued by the Poor Law Commissioners, for rating such property, founded upon the case of the Queen v Capel.   
 
The Bench gave much attention to the whole case, and stated that the law was settled upon the subject, that Mr Mosse was 
undoubtedly entitled to be rated as he maintained, and that Mr Combes must have read the Law Times wrong, and probably 
mistook the argument for the decision of the Judge; and it was ultimately decided to reduce the sum to be assessed from 331/. 
14s 7d to 303/. 10s 5d.  The result made a difference of about 9/. net to Mr Mosse on the year’s rates, &c., including income 
tax.   
 
It appeared by the case of the Queen v Capel that as much as 6 per cent may be claimed for collecting, but Mr Mosse was 
satisfied to take 3 per cent, in this instance, at the suggestion of the Bench, as he received from the larger tythe payers himself, 
and paid Mr James Lush, the assistant overseer, 5/. for collecting the small sums, which was the amount Mr Lush received for 
collecting before Mr Mosse went to Tisbury. 
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