
Paternity Claims 1852 - 1913 
 

Petty Sessions and Newspaper Articles 
 

 
 
1852 Tisbury Petty Sessions, held at the Arundell Arms, Donhead St Andrew, 6 Oct 1852.  WSHC Ref B20/100/2 

Elizabeth Saryer (Sanger?) swore and saith “I live at Semley.  I was delivered of a male bastard child on 10
th
 August 

last.  George Eaton of Hindon is the father.  Eaton admitted paternity.  Order made. 
 

1854 Tisbury Petty Sessions, held at the Arundell Arms, Donhead St Andrew, 19 Apr 1854.  WSHC Ref B20/100/3  
Maria HARRIS swore and saith “I live at Semley; on the 15

th
 November I was delivered of a male bastard child. Luke 

Mereweather of Sedgehill is the father.”   Mereweather admitted paternity.  Order Made.   
 
1869 Hindon Petty Sessions.  Jane Gurd, of Berwick St John, summoned John Marsh, of Semley, to show cause, &c.  

Defendant did not appear.  Order made for 1s 6d a week. 
Western Gazette 25 June 1869  

 
1870 Hindon Petty Sessions.  Charles Fox was summoned by Ellen Baker, of Semley, to show cause, &c. Defendant 

admitted the connection, but denied being the father. Ordered to pay 1s 6d weekly. 
Western Gazette August 19 1870 

 
1873  Hindon Petty Sessions.  Joseph Gilbert Burton was summoned by Sarah Ann Lampard, of Semley, to show cause, 

&c. Case dismissed for want of corroborative evidence. 
Western Gazette Friday 05 September 1873 

 
1898 Tisbury Petty Sessions.  Benjamin Fanner, a young labourer, of Donhead St Andrew, was summoned at the instance 

of Lilian Jane Viney, a young woman of Semley, to show cause, & c. Mr H J King, of Wilton, appeared for defendant, 
who denied paternity.  Evidence in support of the application was given by the young woman, her mother, and her 
aunt (Ann Fisher).   

 
Mrs Viney, in the course of her evidence, pointed to the child, which was in Court, and exclaimed ‘There is his 
likeness there’ (laughter). The Magistrates’ Clerk: “That is no evidence” (renewed laughter).  Defendant was called, 
and in denying that he was the father, stated that he was at Bournemouth on the date of the alleged intimacy. The 
Bench decided to make an order on the defendant to pay 1s 6d a week until the child (a boy) attains the age of 13. 
Western Gazette October 21 1898 

 
1900 Tisbury Petty Sessions.  Benjamin Fanner, a labourer, of 2 Davenport-cottages, Surrey-road, Bournemouth, formerly 

of Donhead St Mary, was brought up on a warrant charging him with the non-payment of arrears, amounting to 15s 
under a bastardy order made against him at the instance of Lilian Jane Viney, of Semley.  Defendant said that he 
was prepared to pay and on his tendering the amount, together with costs, the case was withdrawn. 
Western Gazette 09 March 1900 

 
1913 Tisbury Petty Sessions.  Mabel Sarah Gray, single woman, of Semley, summoned Albert James Sully, blacksmith of 

Semley, in respect of the paternity of her child.  Mr Creech appeared for the applicant, who stated that she began 
keeping company with defendant in October 1911.  He gave her an engagement ring.  In January of last year she 
went to work at Shaftesbury and defendant visited her twice a week and on Sundays.   
 
On leaving Shaftesbury she went into service at Fovant.  While there the defendant told her not to worry about her 
condition as he would marry her as soon as possible.  He wrote to her repeating that promise but when she returned 
to Semley, defendant would not speak to her.  Defendant’s mother had sent her some baby’s clothes.  In cross 
examination the young woman denied that she had been out with other men.  The Bench made an order for the 
payment of 2s per week until the child is 14 years of age, and also the Court fees, 11s 6d 
Western Gazette December 10 1913 
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