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1896 The members of the Slate and Loan Club held their first annual fete this week.  Headed by the East Knoyle Brass 

Band (under the leadership of Mr Henry Snook), the members paraded the village, afterwards returning to the 
Seymour Arms where dinner was served by Mr C King.  

 
The Rev G Linton Thorpe presided, supported by Dr Blythe, Messrs Crammond, Page, Snook, Alford, Brown, Ridout, 
Sheppard, King (Bath), Corp (Fovant), Kemp (Hindon), Kemp (Fonthill), and Sheppard (Mere).  After dinner the usual 
loyal toasts were given by the Chairman and the Vice Chairman proposed “The Bishop and Clergy and Ministers of 
All Denominations”, the Chairman responding.  Mr Kemp and Mr Matthews acknowledge the toast of “The Visitors”.  
“Success to the East Knoyle Slate and Loan Club” was given by the Chairman, who coupled with it the name of Mr 
William Garrett, who briefly responded.  Lord Folkestone sent a guinea and Mr L E Pike £1 for the Society.  The 
company afterwards adjourned to a field, kindly lent by Mr King, where dancing was indulged in.   

 
The sports resulted as follows. 
One mile flat race: 1 Fricker, 2 Mills, 3 Sharp 
Half mile fat race: 1 T Garrett, 2 J Garrett, 3 F Fletcher 
100 yards hurdle race: 1 Fricker, 2 Sharp, 3 Street 
Women’s race: 1 Mrs F Fletcher: 1 Miss Fletcher, 3 Mrs Halen 

Western Gazette Friday 12 June 1896 
 
1900 The members of the Seymour Arms Slate Club held their annual meeting on Wednesday week.  The accounts were 

very satisfactory, only one member having been on the sick funds during the year.  A dividend of 12s 6d per member 
was paid.  

Western Gazette 28 December 1900  
 
1901 The Seymour Arms Slate and Loan Club held their annual meeting on Tuesday evening.  The total number of 

members is 47.  Although there has been a heavy amount of sickness during the year, and considering the very wet 
day in which the members held their fete, they have, thanks to the support of hon. members, kept the Society in a 
good position.  After meeting all current expenses the Club has paid to each member 10s 9d.  Mr H J Fry is the 
energetic secretary, with Mr C King as treasurer.  After business, songs were sung by Messrs G Snook, F Jukes, S 
Mathews, H Bone, J Beale and others. 

Western Gazette Friday 20 December 1901 
 
1920 On Saturday, the members of the Seymour Arms Slate Club had arranged to hold a fete but the very wet day greatly 

marred the proceedings, and the usual perambulation of the village had to be abandoned.  The dinner was admirably 
served by Mr J King, and a good number of members assembled under the presidency of the Rector, Rev W Neville, 
who was supported by Messrs H Fowler, J Tanswell, ? Forward, F Tuck, F Barnes, P Forward, G Noyce and J Gray, 
Semley.  Dinner over, the loyal toast was given by the chairman and was received with musical honours.   
 
The chairman next gave “The Army and Navy” which was responded to by Sergeant G Noyce of the Wilts Regiment.  
“The Visitors” was responded to by Messrs F Tuck and J Gray.  The chairman proposed “Success to the Seymour 
Arms Slate Club” and coupled with the toast the name of Mr H Fry, the energetic secretary, who, in responding, said 
they restarted the Society at the beginning of the year and he was pleased to say they had over 60 members.  They 
had only paid 11s out in sick pay.  He also wished, on behalf of the members, to thank the chairman for presiding and 
the honorary members for their presence and support.  He had received donations from Colonel Wyndham, Captain 
Wyndham, the Rev W Neville, Messrs H Fowler, A Jacobs, A Jay and the Lamb Brewery, Frome.  The concluding 
toast was “The Caterers, Mr and Mrs King, and Mr King responded.   
 
The East Knoyle Brass Band was in attendance and a variety of amusements was provided; sports were arranged, 
but had to be postponed until Monday evening, when they took place in a field kindly lent by Mr King.  A pretty 
display was given during the evening by the Hindon Maypole Dancers under Mr Lang and Miss Roger.  During the 
evening the band, under Mr H Fry, played selections of dance and other music.  A large number of people spent a 
most enjoyable time.  

 
Sports results:  
Girls’ race 8 to 12: 1 Rose Street and Elsie Whitehead (dead heat); 2 Doris Harvey; 3 Mabel Allen   
Boys’ race 8 to 12: 1 Percy Jukes; 2 Fred Harvey; 3 Eddie Garrett   
Women’s race: 1 Mrs Ruddle; 2 Miss A Durrant; 3 Mrs Brake   
Men’s race: 1 Bert Nisbeck; 2 B Pitman; 3 J Hillier   
Girls’ race 12 to 16: 1 Phyllis Robson; 2 Doris Garrett; 3 Helen Icke  
Boys race 12 to 16: 1 Cyril Hughes; 2 Fred Harvey; 3 Cecil Jukes   

Western Gazette Friday 18 June 1920 



1924 The Seymour Arms Slate Club had a beautifully fine day for its annual fete on Saturday.  The members assembled at 
the club room and marched, headed by the local band, to the Rectory, where they were joined by the Rector, Rev W 
Neville, and thence to the parish church, where a short service was held.  The Rector, in a homely address, spoke to 
the gathering on the benefits of thrift and good fellowship and urged the members of the club, while striving to 
increase the efficiency of their organisation by work and self-denial, to endeavour to keep the lamp of religion burning 
brightly in their midst.  He recalled the Club days of his youth and said he regretted the laps of many of their old 
institutions.  It was, perhaps, his innate conservatism which made him hate to see old customs dying and he 
appealed to the members to keep their flag flying. 

 
Returning to the club room, the members found a splendid dinner, provided by Mr W Griffin, awaiting them.  The 
Rector presided and was supported by Major A H Watt (Master of the South and West Wilts Hunt), the Rev M W 
Lumsden (Hindon), Messrs Slocock (Bathampton House), F Alford, R Jesse, F Tuck and H Burton.  The loyal toasts 
having been enthusiastically honoured, Mr F Alford proposed the toast of “The Bishop and Clergy”.  The Rector 
submitted the toast of “The Army, Navy and Air Forces” remarking that the longer he lived, the less he believed in the 
policy of the “Little Englander”.  As long as they had their great Empire, they must maintain in a high state of 
efficiency the forces of the Crown (applause). 

 
Mr Slocock, in reply, said it was difficult to avoid encountering the pitfalls of politics in dealing with the armed forces 
of the nation.  He believed in the great ideal of the League of Nations, but until the time when all the nations were 
within that League and the world was made safe, they must keep the forces of the Crown strong enough for the 
defence and security of the Empire.  There were politicians who wanted to see the armed forces swept away at once, 
but whatever happened in fifty years’ time, such an action today would be attended with the gravest danger 
(applause). 

 
The Rector proposed the toast of the day, that of “The Seymour Arms Slate Club” and said the m embers had it 
within their power, if they worked in the right way, to do a vast amount of good.  He wanted to be perfectly honest and 
say he had heard criticism of their organisation the question raised being one of whether they were going the best 
way to promote thrift.   
He had no inclination to criticise the club himself, but he thought the members should give the matter their attention 
and consider whether they were following the best course of doing real good and providing for a rainy day.  He had 
heard that the membership was well maintained, and he hoped the Club would continue to prosper. 

 
The Secretary, Mr Bert Garrett, responding, apologised for the absence of the Treasurer, Mr H Miles, who had been 
called away through the illness of his father.  The membership of the Club was now 97 and during the year they had 
lost three members by removal from the village and one by death.  Owing to the ravages of influenza, their balance 
had been reduced, and the club was not is so good a state financially as last year.  Between £12 and £14 had been 
paid out in sickness benefits, but matters had now improved, and they were going along very smoothly. 

 
Mr Knight proposed the toast of “The Visitors” and, in a few words of welcome to Major Watt, whose first visit it was, 
expressed the hope that he would not carry out his intention of resigning the Hunt mastership, but would continue to 
live amongst them for many years.  The members enthusiastically endorsed these sentiments. 

 
The Rev M W Lumsden, replying, said he wanted to avoid upsetting anyone by what he would say that day.  On one 
occasion, when he preached a Club sermon in another place, he was given the cold shoulder and told he was a red 
revolutionist (laughter).  In public life they had to put up with those sorts of things.  When he went to the District 
Council, he was told sometimes that he made a row every time he came, and, if he stayed away for a time or two, 
they said how dull it was without him (laughter).  
 
Referring to the Club, Mr Lumsden said he was sorry they had not had a good year, which meant probably they 
would not get such a large share-out, but he hoped that their desire in the club was not to get what they could out of 
it.  If at the end of the year they had received nothing, they should be exceedingly gratified by the thought that by 
their help and assistance to the club, some other more unfortunate brethren had benefited (applause).  They were all 
being told nowadays that they should take a wide vision but he did not want to see men with their heads in the air 
looking to see who they could benefit thousands of miles away.  He would rather they wore blinkers so that they 
could see the people at their own doors who needed help (applause).  There were things that, perhaps, needed 
rectifying farther afield, but there were things also that wanted putting right at their own doors.  They must remember 
the poor men within their own gates and cultivate the neighbourly instinct which would find its expression in doing 
good to those who needed their help (applause).  They wanted to lift up those who were down, and to cheer up those 
who were weak.  It was for that object the Club existed and for which purpose they, as visitors, were willing to help 
them to carry out (applause). 

 
“The health of the Chairman,” proposed by Mr Knight, was drunk with great cordiality, and the Rector, in 
acknowledgment, said it was his desire to serve the true interests of those committed to his charge.  The more nearly 
they approached the ideal of working for the good of others, the greater would be the success of their club.  Mr F 
Tuck thanked the caterer for the excellent meal he had provided, and Mr Griffin suitably responded.  The members 
adjourned after dinner to the fete field where sports and other amusements were organised.   

 
Sports Results 
Girls under 12 years of age: 1 Doll Street, 2 Iris Robson, 3 Lily Pink 
Boys under 12 years of age: 1 Frank Scammell, 2 Bertie Randall, 3 Kenneth Doggrell 
Boys over 12: 1 Eddie Garrett, 2 Alfred Ayling, 3 (dead heat) E Francis and C Robson 
Infant girls: 1 Phyllis Miles, 2 Connie Littlecott, 3 May Smith 

Western Gazette Friday 23 May 1924 
 



1927 A dance in aid of the Slate Club was held in the village hall on Wednesday last week and in spite of the inclement 
weather, was a great success.  The Clouds Dance Band gave their services free and Mr R G Bartlett carried out the 
duties of M.C. 

Western Gazette 23 September 1927  
 
1928 A whist drive organised by the Seymour Arms Slate Club was held in the village hall on Friday.  Prizes were 

presented by Mrs F W Barnes to the following:  Ladies 1: Miss K Jesse; 2: Mrs Graham; consolation Mrs Manning; 
floating prize Miss G Read.  Gentlemen 1: Mr T Brewer; 2: Mr G Garrett; consolation Mr R Speed.  The Secretary of 
the Slate Club, Mr Bert Garrett, thanked the donors of prizes, the MC, Mr F W Barnes, and the people who had so 
kindly supported them by come there that evening. 

Western Gazette 09 March 1928  
 

1930 The annual general meeting and share-out of the Seymour Arms Slate Club has been held.  The Club, which has a 
membership of 80, paid out £27 12s 6d during the past year in sickness benefit and the dividend for a shilling 
monthly share was 10s 7d per member.  The sum of £13 12s 3d had been raised by whist drives and considerably 
augmented the funds.  At the general meeting, a vote of thanks was accorded those who had assisted the Club 
during 1929:  Mrs Barnes, Mrs A Garrett, Mrs Hillier, Mrs King, Mr F W Barnes and Mr H E Miles.  The Club is 
reformed at approximately the old strength.                                                                                                                     

Western Gazette Friday 03 January 1930 
 

1930 A popular social, arranged by the Seymour Arms Slate Club, took place on Friday in the village Hall.  Miss V Fry and 
Mr H Fry provided music for dancing.  Various competitions were arranged.   The winners were: Guessing weight of 
groceries, Mr K Doggrell, Darts competition, 1. Mr F Street, 2. Mr J Pallent.  Songs were sung by Mr F Littlecott, Mr H 
Harris, Mr D Harris and Miss S Icke and a duet by Miss Ford and Mrs King.  At the close, Mr J Hallett, as chairman of 
the club, thanked all those who had contributed to the evening’s enjoyment.                                 

Western Gazette Friday 21 February 1930 
 
1934 A Partner whist drive and dance, in aid of the Seymour Arms Slate Club, was held in the village hall on Friday.  The 

prize winners were 1 Mrs A J Sully and Mr T Fowler; 2 Mrs G Street and Miss L Street; consolation Mrs P Streets and 
Mr R Streets.  Mr F W Barnes was the MC and the prizes, which were presented by Mrs Barnes, were given through 
the kindness of the following: Mrs Tuck, Mrs Barnes, Mrs C Jefford, Mrs E Burton, Mr J C Hallett and Mr C Street.  Mr 
Hallett thanked, on behalf of all present, Mr and Mrs Barnes for their services.  A dance followed, at which Mr 
Clements was MC and music was supplied by the Palma Dance Band. 

Western Gazette 16 February 1934  
 
1937 A social in connection with the Seymour Arms Slate Club was held in the Village Hall on Friday, when an appreciated 

programme was presented by Mrs. A Ford and friends. A competition was won by Mrs. Vowles and Mr. Franklin, and 
winners of the ladies’ dart competition were 1 Mrs Ford; 2 Miss Baily. Gent’s: 1 Mr F Snook; 2 Mr Franklin. Mrs 
Chubb and her Dance Band played for dancing, and Mr J C Hallett was MC.   Mr J C Hallett, on behalf of the Club, 
expressed thanks to those who had contributed to the evening’s enjoyment. 

Western Gazette Friday 19 March 1937 
 
1938 A presentation of a silver pocket watch, suitably inscribed, was made at Mr H E Miles’ house, by a delegation from 

the Seymour Arms Slate Club on Tuesday last week.  Mr Miles, who until recently was treasurer of the Slate Club, 
was forced to retire through his duties taking him away from the village.  He was warmly thanked for his loyal and 
devoted service. 

Western Gazette Friday 11 February 1938 
 
1938 The Village Hall was filled to capacity on Friday for a successful entertainment organised by Mrs F W Barnes in aid of 

the funds of the Seymour Arms Slate Club.  The programme consisted of sketches, songs, duets and concerted 
items.  In a mime entitled “The Organ Grinder” (with a full size barrel-organ), the part of the organ grinder was taken 
by Mrs A Ford with a realistic “monkey” in Master Victor Chubb.  Others taking part were Mrs W H Clements, Mrs H 
Tanswell, Mrs A Garrett, Miss P Garrett, Miss I Amor, Miss I Wood, Miss W Burton, Jean Nisbeck, Ruby Fry, Audrey 
Snook, Peter Chubb, Bertie Coombs, Graham Brockway and Farley Brockway. 

 
Duets were sung by Miss K Pickering and Mr G Forward and two grotesque dances were given by Mrs W H 
Clements, Miss A Francis, Miss H Icke and Miss K Pickering.  Mr E Brice, of Mere, and Mr Gerald Forward sang four 
songs each, and the following took part in a play, “The ~Ghost of Classroom A” – Miss I Wood, miss S Fry, Miss I 
Coombs and Miss S Brockway. 

 
A concerted item “Street Cries” was performed by Mrs H A Fulford, Mrs E Fraser, Miss D Fowler, Miss K Pickering, 
Mr G Forward and Mr E Brice.  The sketch “Their New Paying Guest” was well acted by Mrs Fraser, Mrs B Chubb, 
Miss D Fowler, Miss K Pickering and Miss I Amor.  The final item was “Gutter Merchants” in which Mrs Fulford, Mrs 
Fraser, Miss Pickering, Miss D Fowler, Mr E Brice, Mr G Forward and Mr F W Barnes took part.  At the close Mr J C 
Hallett, chairman of the Slate Club, voiced the thanks of the members to Mrs Barnes for her work in arranging the 
entertainment. 

Western Gazette 11 November 1938 
 
1939 A successful whist drive, organised by the committee of the Seymour Arms Slate club in aid of their funds, took place 

in the village hall on Friday.  Donations and prizes were given by Canon Cross, Mrs Wreford, Mrs Nisbeck, Mrs 
Cochrane, Mrs Jefford, Mr R Middleton, Mr E Dobson, Mr F Snook and Messrs Hine and Parsons.  The prizes were 
won by: Ladies – 1 Miss J Riggs; 2 Miss M C Park.  Gentlemen – 1 Mr C Ings; 2 Mr V Mead.  Consolation Mrs C 
Snook and Mrs J Arnold (playing as gent).  Other prizes were won by Mr E Snook and Mrs C Snook.  The prizes 
were handed to the winners by Mr B Garrett, the secretary of the club, and Mr F W Barnes was M.C. 

Western Gazette 27 January 1939  



1940 The members of the Seymour Arms Slate Club arranged a whist drive in the village hall on Friday.  Prizes were won 
by – Ladies: 1. Mrs R Garrett, 2. Mrs Cochrane (who returned her prize for sale in aid of funds), Consolation Miss J 
Riggs.  Gentlemen: 1. Mr Arnold, 2. Mr E Garrett, Consolation Mr F W Barnes.  The secretary of the club, Mr B 
Barrett, proposed a vote of thanks to Mrs Barnes for presenting the prizes and to Mr F W Barnes for acting as MC.  

Western Gazette Friday 02 February 1940 
 
1944 A whist drive, organised by the Seymour Arms Slate Club, took place in the Village Hall on Friday.  Mrs F W Barnes 

distributed prizes to Misses E Fletcher, G Clinch, M Marshall and E Fricker, Mesdames C Burton, C Snook and 
Angood, and Mr G Parsons. 

Western Gazette 10 November 1944  
 

1948 The Seymour Arms Slate Club held a whist drive in the village hall on Friday.  Prizes were won by Mrs V Cochrane, 
Miss A Snook, Miss G M Burton, Mrs K Colke, Miss S Cochrane, Mr W T Snook, Mr W Harris and Mr A Cole. 

Western Gazette 17 December 1948  
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