
More on WW11  

 
ARP Test 
In connection with the black-out, advantage was taken by the Semley ARP local volunteers under 
the Chief Warden, Mr W J Ellis, to test the efficiency of their arrangements.  The undermentioned 
reported for duty at the wardens’ post:   

 
Messrs A Cole, A Sully, W Cains, J Knight, H Viney, W Hull (wardens), D Jay, A Coward, S Rays, 
W Pitman and Mrs Gauntlett (first aid) and E Hughes, T Beaton, R Ellis, S Beal, R Beal, C 
Langford, G Stone and D Brookman (despatch riders).   
 
Mr W Pitman was ambulance driver.  The wardens patrolled their various areas and each 
reported the presence of imaginary war gas and made their detailed reports.  Various residents 
reported as casualties at the first aid post and were dealt with by the first aid warden.   
 
A message was received by despatch rider from Stationmaster Mr C W Wilcocks that a member 
of the station staff had become a casualty and the ambulance was required.   
 

Upon arrival at the first aid post it was observed the man had received first aid treatment at the station and was suffering from a 
fractured collarbone and a fractured leg, and was also contaminated and gassed.  Valuable experience was obtained from 
these imaginary happenings.  Mr Cullingford acted as the “casualty” and received first aid treatment at the station from Mr C 
Hayward.  The despatch riders carried out their various duties well.   
 
During the black-out, an enquiry was received by ‘phone from headquarters at Mrs Pyart’s and a reply was sent that the 
arrangements were proving satisfactory.  The co-operation of residents and authorities was much appreciated and would 
appear to make local arrangements a complete success. 
Western Gazette Friday 19 May 1939 

 
 
Sugar Rations 
Mr Herbert Morrison, Food Minister, announced last week that sugar rationing will start on January 8

th
, the 

date when rationing of butter and ham and bacon comes officially into effect.  Here’s the housewives’ 
guide at a glance.  Everyone is entitled to:  12 ounces of sugar, four ounces of bacon and ham, four 
ounces of butter.  Germans are allowed only 8¾oz of sugar  a week and their jam too is rationed - 3½ oz 
for adults and 5¼ oz for children. 
Western Gazette 05 January 1940  
 

 
Home Guard Whist Drive 
A whist drive, arranged by the Home Guard, in aid of their funds, was successfully held in the school on Friday.  Donations, 
prizes and refreshments were given by Miss Crisp, Mrs Bartlett, Mrs Herrington, Mrs Marriott, Mrs J Miles, Mr Sharples, Mr D 
Pike, Mrs Benjafield, Mrs W Sully, Mrs Stone, Mr Gaylard, Mr Adlam and Mr E Coward 

 
Mrs Bartlett distributed the prizes to Mrs Riggs, Miss Jackson, Mrs Herrington, Mrs Jackson, Messrs A Hull, ? Barnard, D Jay 
and A Cole.  On behalf of the Home Guard, Mr Pitman, who was MC, thanked Mrs Bartlett for giving away the prizes, also the 
donors of prizes and refreshments, and Mr Brice for a load of wood for the use of the Home Guard.  The refreshment 
arrangements were carried out by Mrs Pitman, Mrs Penny, Mrs Cole and Miss M Pitman. 
Western Gazette Friday 21 February 1941 

 
Semley Comforts Fund 
A variety entertainment was held in the village hall last week organised by Mr Ellis with the help of the 
Secretary and some of the ARP.   
 
The programme consisted of songs, violin solos, duets and other items.  Pte G Snook played selections 
on his piano accordion.  Songs were also sung by Miss D Miles and a dancing display by Miss C Hine 
(Gillingham).  Mrs A Coward lent her piano.  The proceeds were to send comforts or gifts to the Semley 
boys serving with the Forces.   
 
The amount realised was over £16 10s which included some donations.  The Rector thanked the 
performers and those had had helped to make the concert so successful. 
Western Gazette Friday 08 May 1942 
 

 
RAF Award 
For successful operations against the enemy, in which high skill, fortitude and devotion to duty have been displayed, the 
Distinguished Flying Cross has been award to Acting Squadron Leader James Seward Withers Bignal, AFC, RAF VR.  This 
officer was born in Semley and his home is near Romsey.  He enlisted as aircraft apprentice in 1925 and later trained for pilot; 
he was commissioned in 1940.  He was awarded the AFC in September 1942 and is entitled to wear the ribbon of the 1913-43 
Star. 
Western Gazette Friday 07 July 1944 
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