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Christmas at Beatrix Nursery 
 

 
Clouds House 

 
 

The Church of England Children’s Society’s Nursery, the Beatrix Nursery, (at Clouds House East Knoyle) presented an 
elaborate Christmas scene.   Here in this magnificent mansion, which is also a school for nursery nurses, are accommodated 
some 42 homeless children, a number of whom are coloured, under the supervision of the Matron, Miss A R Blake, and Sister, 
Miss Gwen E M Wilkinson.  Miss Wilkinson is the daughter of Lady Beatrix Wilkinson, now the Countess of Wicklow, after 
whom the nursery is named as a tribute to her great work for the Society, of which she is president and a founder member.  

 
The nursery was opened initially at Knoyle House by the C of E Children’s Society in 
November 1943, then transferred to Clouds House East Knoyle in March 1946. 
 
The decorative scheme was devised by the Matron and each member of the staff, 
including the students, had taken a share in executing it.  Preparations for the 
Christmas scene begin each year in July when staff commence attendance at flower 
and art classes in the evenings.   
 
The theme of this year’s magnificent scene is “Fairyland”.  The main entrance hall is 
an amazing woodland scene, in which “Mr and Mrs Night and family” are surrounded 
by a snow-capped woodland scene with all the night prowling members of nature’s 
family overlooked by the owls.  Countless groups of miniature fairies adorn the oak 
panelled main hall of the house. 
 

   Nursery staff and children 1948 
     Miss Gwen Wilkinson top right 
                                                                                                
Above one’s head was Father Christmas, seated in a large model aeroplane on which was also seated the Christmas fairy.  
The aeroplane was suspended ready for the descent on Christmas morning.  Standing in the hall and on the massive oak 
staircase were two life-size fairies.  The staircase panelling was lined with crinoline dolls and woodland scenes, whilst the 
windows were filled with rabbit-covered banks adorned with foxgloves, above which were four large spider’s webs.  The top 
windows were festooned with wisteria and laburnum and dragon flies.   
 
In the celebrated winter garden of Clouds House, the 16 alcoves each presented a character scene, beautifully modelled by a 
student nurse.  In the winter garden was a midsummer scene presented by the individual flower tableau, each overlooked by a 
guardian flower fairy.  There were beautiful flower-beds full of flowers and in the four corners were growing bunches of 
hollyhocks.  In the centre of the winter garden was the grand centre-piece, “The Lake Scene”, with the countless water lily 
fairies, the swan and her cygnets and a cracker ship.  Crossing the lake there were the willow trees and under these trees the 
willow fairies.  The flora banks of the lake, which is 18ft by 5ft, were covered with hundreds of life-like blooms interspersed with 
countless fairies and gnomes.  Overlooking this beautiful scene was the chief guardian fairy and completing the scene was the 
gigantic rainbow, the ends of which were supported by the rainbow fairies.  A great treat was the choir of coloured children 
singing carols.  Miss Wilkinson stated that these coloured children had raised nearly £10 by carol singing in the village.   
 
To the recent Purse Presentation at the Central Hall Westminster, Miss Gwen Wilkinson took three children from the nursery, 
Sandra Holmes, David Few and William de Quick, who each presented purses totalling £130 (collected in the nursery) to HRH 
Princess Elizabeth.  A student nurse from the nursery, Miss Gwen Hall, also presented a purse collected by her mother in 
Winchester 
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Note:  Beatrix Nursery closed in 1964 


