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The Wardour Catholic Benefit Society, which celebrated its 
centenary last year, held the customary Whitsuntide festival at Old 
Wardour on Bank Holiday.   The grounds surrounding the ruins of 
the Old Castle are available to all visitors on these occasions and it 
would be impossible to find a more beautiful spot for a holiday fete.  
Members wearing their bright scarlet sashes assembled at the 
banqueting all for their annual dinner, the Rev Father S St John 
presiding.   
 
The company present included Lord Arundell of Wardour, Mr Hugh 
Morrison, MP, Capt Dunston, Capt G A Bull, Mr E Young, Messrs E 
Cadley, E Flower, J M Smith, J A Case, H Hackett, W Lever, L 
Lever (Hon Treasurer) and H J Gurd (Secretary). 
 
After the toast of “The Pope and the King”, Mr E Young proposed 
“Lord and Lady Arundell of Wardour, the Dowager Lady Arundell, and the Arundell Family”.  He said the Club had been in 
existence for more than 100 years and throughout that period it had been supported and encouraged by the family at Wardour.  
The toast was drunk with musical honours. 
 
Captain Dunston submitted “The Navy, Army and Air Forces”.  He said the old right of the line, the Cavalry, were disappearing, 
and mechanised units were taking their place.  They might regret the transition, but there could be no doubt that it was a move 
in the right direction. 
 
Captain Bull, who responded, said it was a very gratifying to find that a branch of the Territorial Forces was being recruited in 
the Tisbury district.  A contingent of the Royal Wilts Yeomanry had been formed and he was very pleased to see sons of the old 
residents in Wardour had come forward.  He was sure that they would carry on the traditions of their forefathers and that they 
would be proud to serve in the premier Regiment of Yeomanry.  It was a fine thing to see a lot of Catholic young men joining 
up, because the King had no more loyal subjects than the English Catholics (hear, hear). 
 
Mr Morrison, M.P., said his recollections of Wardour went back to his earliest childhood and began with a meet of hounds there 
in 1874.  He was always pleased to see the veterans of Wardour and it was very pleasant to feel that there were still so many 
representatives of families who had been on the estate for generations.  The duties of Members of Parliament were many and 
varied and the other day they were asked a question which he would venture to put to the Rev. President.  The question was 
whether they approved of ladies’ hair being shingled or not (laughter). 
 
Father St John:  Better let them have their own way (applause and renewed laughter). 
Mr Morrison:  Surely it would be for you to give us some guidance on an important matter of this sort? 
Father St John:  To me it seems utterly unimportant (laughter). 
 
The toast of “Wardour Catholic Benefit Society” was given by the President.  Mr E Cadley (one of the trustees) said he was 
very pleased to report that the Society was going on well.  They had given consideration to the question of discontinuing the 
Whitsuntide fete in view of the growth of other attractions, but he thought they were right in their decision to keep it going and 
he hoped they would all meet at Wardour on Whit-Monday for years to come (hear, hear). 
 
The Secretary, who also responded, said the Society had been valued in accordance with the Friendly Society Acts, and he 
was very pleased to say that the result of the valuation was to disclose a surplus of £192.  Last year the sickness claims were 
rather heavy, amounting to £106 4s.  So far as funds were concerned, the Society was fairly sound, but the membership was 
slowly dwindling and they would like to see more young men joining so that the Society would keep going for another hundred 
years (applause).   
 
Mr Gurd concluded by proposing the toast of “The Senior Member”.  This is Mr Thomas Jolliffe, aged 93, who joined the 
Society on May 7

th
, 1853, just over 75 years ago. 

 
Father St John thanked “The Caterers”, Mr and Mrs L Gale, of the Crown Inn, Tisbury.  A parade was 
headed by the Ansty Band which also provided music for the May-pole dancing of the Wardour School 
children. 
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