
Wedding Festivities at East Knoyle 1866 
 
 

 
There was on Tuesday last much hearty rejoicing at the 
village of East Knoyle, the inhabitants all uniting in 
giving a thorough English welcome to Mr Alfred 
Seymour MP and his bride, off their return from their 
wedding tour.   
 
It was a most gratifying sight, reflecting honour and 
credit upon all concerned – not less upon the 
honourable gentleman who inspired such kindly 
feelings than upon those who took such an 
unmistakeable mode of showing their sincere respect 
for the son of their much respected landlady.   
 
About noon, some 30 of the principal tenants on the 
estate, all mounted on fine horses, left Knoyle for 
Semley Station, where it was known Mr and Mrs Alfred 
Seymour would arrive about half past twelve.   

                                   Knoyle House 1914 
 
Mr Seymour’s carriage and pair, and Mrs Seymour’s carriage and four also proceeded to the station about the same time.  The 
horses of the tenantry were all decorated with white and orange favours, and throughout the whole of the village there was 
every manifestation of welcome to the happy pair.   
 
Triumphal arches were stretched across the road leading from Semley Station to Knoyle, and again at several places in the 
village, all surmounted with inscriptions more or less expressive of esteem and sincere attachment to the Seymour family, and 
hearty wishes for the long life, health, happiness and prosperity of the newly married couple.  Even the village blacksmith had 
spent much of his time and even some of his money in erecting a floral arch and affixing on it a ‘Welcome to Knoyle’.  The band 
of the Shaftesbury volunteers were engaged for the occasion and their performances throughout the day tended very materially 
to enliven the joyous scene.   
 
Mr and Mrs Seymour arrived at Semley Station about 12.30, and accompanied by Mr H D Seymour MP, drove to Knoyle in the 
carriage and pair, escorted by the tenantry on horseback, joined by a number of other well-wishers of the family from 
Shaftesbury and other places in the surrounding district, who had met at the station to join in the friendly greetings of the happy 
couple.  The carriage and four followed with the servants and luggage.  When the party arrived at Knoyle, they were received 
by the inhabitants with the greatest cordiality, and when Mr and Mrs Seymour arrived at Knoyle-house, they were cheered 
again and again with the utmost enthusiasm. 
 
Mr Alfred Seymour, accompanied by Mrs Seymour, came out again after a lapse of a few minutes, and Mr Seymour briefly 
expressed on the part of himself and his wife sincere gratitude for the hearty and friendly welcome which had been given to 
them. 
 
In the afternoon, Mrs Seymour entertained a very large party of the tenantry and the labourers at a very excellent dinner, which 
was served up at Knoyle House.  Mr Hugh Stodart, for many years steward to Mrs Seymour, occupied the chair and the 
following other gentlemen were also among those present:  Mr H D Seymour MP, Mr Alfred Seymour MP, the Rev B W Raven, 
the Rev H Hall (rector of Semley), Mr George Genge (Shaftesbury), Mr Genge, jun., Mr Stacey, Mr Corbin, Mr S Bracher, Mr 
Gray, &c.   
 
Mrs Seymour, who has for some time been so indisposed as to be unable to go about, felt so deeply interest in the proceedings 
that she was taken in a Bath chair to the building, where the dinner was laid on the grounds at the back of the house, and the 
venerable lady received from her tenantry and indeed, for all the villagers present, a most respectful and cordial greeting, many 
of whom expressed themselves happy to see her once more amongst them.  She sat in her chair at the entrance to the building 
during the whole of the proceedings after dinner.  Mrs Alfred Seymour and a large party of other ladies were also present.   
 
The dinner was excellent, including most of the delicacies of the season, amongst which was a fine haunch of venison, Mr 
Alfred Seymour having previously sent for the occasion a fine fat buck from Northampton. 
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