
 

Garden Fete at Hayes House 
 
 

 
 
 
The grounds of Hayes House Sedgehill Shaftesbury were a delightful setting for the fete which was held there on 
Wednesday to raise funds for the repair of Sedgehill Church and for the Personal Service League.  The function was 
organised by the Parochial Church Council with the Rect, Rev. Ernest Cross as chairman and hon. Secretary, but the 
success of the effort was largely attributable to the interest and co-operation of the Hon Mrs Hanbury Tracey who, not 
only lent her beautiful grounds, but contributed in innumerable ways to the employment of her guests. 
 
The Rector acknowledged the debt they owed to Mrs Hanbury Tracy when he spoke at the opening ceremony, at 
which there were present the Dowager Countess of Pembroke, Lady Muriel Jex Blake, Lady Napier, Sir Alexander 
Godley, Mrs Wills, and many other prominent residents of the district. 

The Rector said they had reason to congratulate themselves very hearily that Mrs Hanbury Tracy was occupying that 
house, which had always been a centre of happiness and whose residents had always been forward in promoting 
good works in that parish.  By her indefatigable work for the fete and her great kindness in lending the grounds, she 
had shown her intention of fulfilling the traditions of that house (applause). 

The Rector said they could congratulate themselves also on the happy spirit of co-operation right through the village 
in preparing for the fete and working together in that splendid goodwill which was a practical expression of christianity 
that he delighted to see.  There was considerable work need to their beautiful church, for dry rot had been discovered 
throughout the floor, which would cost at least £50 to put right.  They also needed new bell ropes before they could 
restart the rining, which had been in abeyance for some years.  For all the things they hoped to do they needed about 
£100 and he hoped that a large proportion of that sum would be raised that day. 

General Sir Alexander Godley, formerly GOC in Chief, Southern Command, spoke of the work of the Personal 
Service League, to which one third of the proceeds were to be devoted.  He reminded the gathering that personal 
service had been described as “the rent we pay for our room on earth” and urged the gathering not to neglect any 
opportunity of doing their bit. 

Mrs Hanbury Tracy, in declaring the fet open, spoke of the delight it was to her to welcome the gathering there.  A 
lawn had been described, she said, as the happiest place in the garden, and she hoped it was going to be the 
happiest place to them that day.  She thanked all the workers for the part they had played in the organisation of the 
fete and of her hope that the expectations of the day would be realised. 

Lady Napier announced that Mrs Hanbury Tracy had consented to be the head of the Personal Service League Local 
Committee and explained that its objects were to make clothes and other necessities for the unemployed in the 
distressed areas.  The money was needed to supply the materials to be made jup by the local workers.  Layd Napier 
thanked Mrs and Miss Hanbury Tracy for all they had done to make the fete a success and all who had assisted in 
any way in the day’s efforts. 

Workers at the stalls were Mrs Hanbury Tracy had a shilling stall; Lady Napier an ‘advertisement’ stall; Mrs Cross and 
Mrs Savile a produce and general stall; Mrs Whitehead and Mrs Few a jumble stall; Miss Doggrell a sweets and soft 
drinks stall, and Miss M Matthews a sixpenny stall.  Mr Young, of East Knoyle, conducted a competition for fantail 
pigeons; Miss Della Cross, guessing competition; Mr J Rowden, bowling for a pig (given by Colonel Savile); Mr Jock 
Gray, coconut shy; Mr and Mrs Everest, darts &c; Mr P Jesse, clock golf; Miss Hester Cross and Miss Olivia 
Matthews, weighing machine and games; and there were various other amusements and entertainments, including a 
display of folk dancing by the Sedgehill and Semley schoolchildren under the direction of Miss Doggrell.  Teas were 
served by the staff of Hayes House and in the evening there was dancing to the music of a radio gramophone, kindly 
lent by Mr Breslane. 
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