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1841 Foundation Stone Laid 

The foundation stone of Zion Hill Chapel, at Tisbury, in this county, was laid on Wednesday last by the Rev. R 
Keynes, of Blandford, who, after imploring the Divine blessing on the undertaking, delivered to a large concourse of 
spectators a very animated and excellent address, stating the views which are generally entertained by the 
Congregationalists, or Independents, for whose use the chapel is designed, and impressing upon every individual 
present the infinite importance of personal piety.  A hymn written for the occasion was then sung, after which the Rev 
T Evans of Shaftesbury prayed and dismissed the assembly, who appeared to be deeply affected with the things 
which they head heard and seen. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 05 July 1841 

 
1842 Zion Hill Chapel Opened 

The new Independent Chapel on Zion Hill, Tisbury, was opened for Divine worship on Wednesday last, and scarcely 
was there ever known in that parish any religious event which caused so much excitement.  The interesting fact, that 
that highly popular preacher, the Rev Wm Jay, of Bath, was going to dedicate to the service of God a new place of 
worship in his native village, and belonging to the religious community with which while a youth he was associated, 
attracted to the spot a great number of Dissenters from different parts, who, together with the accustomed 
congregation, listened with intense feeling to the exceedingly pathetic and affectionate discourse which he delivered.  
In the absence of Dr Leifchild, owing to illness, the Rev N M Harvey of Broad-street Chapel, London, preached an 
admirable sermon in the evening.  The collection at the close of services amounted to 106/. 15s 9¾d.                                                
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 06 June 1842 

 
1843 Eight Hundred Pounds Deficient 

In the year 1841, a subscription was set on foot for the erection of an independent chapel in this place, and the 
amount of subscriptions entered, induced one of the Trustees to advance the money to complete the building, which 
was done in a very superior style, and consecrated on 1

st
 June 1842, designated “Sion Hill Chapel”. 

 
In collecting the several amounts, however, there was a deficiency of no less a sum than eight hundred pounds!  
Yes, eight hundred pounds less than was entered or calculated upon!  The trustee applied to the Minister, and urged 
him to go to the neighbouring parishes, and there by “pathetic appeals” endeavour to make up the deficiency.  The 
Minister refused; and things went on until Sunday the 30

th
 of October, when the person who had been so good 

natured as to advance the money, repaired to the chapel, locked the door, and walked off with the key, leaving a 
policeman at the gates to prevent the congregation from assembling on that day.   
 
On the following, and subsequent Sundays, the Minister preached to about two thirds of the congregation in a room 
provided for the purpose - whilst a few resorted to Sion Hill to hear a lecture from any person that might be 
accidentally met with.  By this procedure a very respectable congregation has been broken up.  Verily, the Dissenters 
do strange things! 
Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette Thursday 30 November 1843 

 
1844 Tea Meeting at Zion Hill Chapel (from a Correspondent) 

The public tea-meeting, advertised in our late Journals to commemorate the complete vindication of the Trustees of 
Zion Hill Chapel, Tisbury, from the charges imputed to them in a printed handbill which had been extensively 
circulated in the neighbourhood, took place in their school-room on Monday last, and it must have been exceedingly 
gratifying to those gentlemen to witness the manner in which the announcement was responded to.   
 
The room, which is a very spacious one, and which was beautifully and tastefully decorated with laurel and other 
evergreens, interspersed with flowers of every hue, brilliant devices of dahlias, & c., was literally crammed and nearly 
a hundred persons were obliged to wait till the first party had finished before they could be accommodated. 
 
At half past five o’clock, the gates leading to the chapel were thrown open, and in less than an hour about five 
hundred people had assembled to hear the performance of Handel’s sublime Oratorio of the Messiah; nor were they 
disappointed, for it was performed in the most masterly style.  The recitatives, songs and choruses all went off 
admirably.  Such a musical treat was never before heard in the village, and all present appeared to be highly 
delighted. 
Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette Saturday 28 September 1844 

 



1845 Ordination 
The ordination of the Rev A Tyler to the Pastorate of the Congregational Church connected with Zion Hill Chapel took 
place on Wednesday Oct 22.                                                                    
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 01 November 1845 

 
1858 Christmas Services 

The Rev F W Guinness will preach in Zion Hill Chapel on Sundays December 26
th
 and January 2

nd
.  On Christmas 

Day, Mr Guinness will address the children of the Sunday school and their parents in the school room at 10 in the 
morning and will preach in the Chapel at 6 in the evening.  Also on Monday evening, December 27

th
 and Friday 

December 341
st
 at 7 o’clock. 

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 18 December 1858 
 
1875 Presentation 

In June 1854, the Rev J M White, BA, commenced his ministry at Zion Chapel.  It was recently deemed desirable by 
the church and congregation to celebrate the event in the way of a presentation to their pastor.  On Thursday evening 
a large assembly met in the school-room to partake of a social tea, after which many more came to the succeeding 
service, over which Mr White presided.  Hymns were sung and prayer offered, after which the Chairman presented 
the reports of the Benevolent Societies connected with the congregation.   

 
The Rev Mr King, of Semley, then delivered an address on Christian work.  Mr Bristol, the senior deacon, then 
referred to their pastor’s 21 years ministry, the excellence of his character, the style of his preaching, and said he 
never was so esteemed and loved as at the present time.  He then, in the name of the people, presented to Mr White 
a purse with £100, and a beautiful clock, on which an account of the gift was engraved.  Mr White, having replied in a 
touching and suitable manner, called on the Rev F Beckley, of Sherborne, who bore testimony to the esteem in which 
their friend was held by his ministerial brethren and the surrounding churches.  Messrs Coombes and Hibberd also 
suitably addressed the audience, testifying to the excellence of their pastor’s ministry and character. 
Western Gazette Friday 17 December 1875 

 
1883 Revival Services 

During the past week, revival services have been held in Zion Hill Chapel by Mr G Green of the Warwickshire 
Association.  On Wednesday, Dec 12, there was a tea meeting in the High Street School-room, which was followed 
by a public meeting in the chapel, both being well attended.   
Western Gazette Friday 21 December 1883 

 
1889 New Minister 

Mr Dearlove commenced his ministry as pastor of this chapel on Sunday, when he preached two sermons. 
Western Gazette Friday 26 April 1889 

 
Christmas Services 
A short service in connection with this church, held in the school room on Christmas morning, was attended by the 
Sunday School scholars and a number of the members of the congregation.  Mr Dearlove delivered an address, and 
in accordance with a custom which has prevailed for the last half century, each scholar was presented with a book 
and a large piece of cake on leaving the room. 
Western Gazette Friday 27 December 1889 

 
1890 Sunday School Anniversary 

The 90
th
 anniversary of this Sunday School was celebrated on Wednesday.  At 5.30 about one hundred persons sat 

down to tea in the evening a special sermon was preached by the Rev T Eynon Davies of Finsbury Park Chapel. 
Western Gazette Friday 20 June 1890 

 
1891 Christmas Gathering 

The sixtieth annual Christmas gathering of the teachers, scholars, and friends of the Zion Hill Congregational Sunday 
School took place on Christmas morning.  The Superintendent, Mr E E Hibberd, gave a short address and presented 
each scholar with a book and a piece of cake.  The pastor, Rev T Dearlove, was prevented by illness from being 
present.  The custom of watching the old year out and the New Year in was observed in the chapel.  The service, 
which was well attended, was conducted by the Rev Dearlove. 
Western Gazette Friday 02 January 1891 

 
Annual Treat 
The scholars attending this school had their annual treat on Wednesday.  The weather was very stormy during the 
fore part of the day, but fortunately it cleared about noon and the rest of the day was beautifully fine.   
At three pm the children, about 140 in number, assembled in the High Street school room, where they had tea, and at 
about five o’clock their teachers and friends, numbering about eighty, also sat down to tea.  The town band was in 
attendance and discoursed some excellent music.  After tea, an adjournment was made to a field kindly lent by Mr E 
Hibberd, and here games were freely indulged in.  At nine o’clock the company dispersed, having spent a most 
enjoyable day. 
Western Gazette Friday 10 July 1891 

 
1892 The Pastorate of the Congregational Chapel 

The Rev T Dearlove, minister of the Zion Hill Congregational Chapel, has announced his intention of closing his 
ministry at Tisbury on Sunday July 17th 
Western Gazette Friday 01 July 1892 
 
 

 



1894 Notes for Non-Conformists 
Zion Church, Tisbury, renovated at a cost of £100, has been re-opened with special services conducted by Revs T 
Nicholson and B Shankland.  £90 has been raised.  It has been decided to erect a new organ. 
Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser Wednesday 01 August 1894 

 
1896 The Armenian Horrors 

At the conclusion of his sermon on Sunday evening, at the Zion Hill Congregational Chapel, the Rev B Shankland, 
the pastor, dwelt on the terrible mistake of misgovernment in Turkey. 
Friday 25 September 1896 

 
1897 Sunday School Anniversary 

The 97
th
 anniversary in connection with the Zion Hill Congregational Sunday School was celebrated on Sunday when 

sermons were preached by the Pastor, Rev B Shankland, and specially selected hymns were sung by the scholars.  
There was a large congregation and the collections realised over £17. 
Western Gazette Friday 18 June 1897 

 
1898 Sunday School Treat 

The teachers, scholars, and friends of the Zion Hill Congregational Sunday School held their annual outing on 
Wednesday in last week at Wardour Old Castle.  They were conveyed from Tisbury in vehicles lent by friends.  There 
were over 300 present and games of various kinds were indulged in.  Tea was partaken of under the shadow of the 
ruins. 
Western Gazette Friday 01 July 1898 

 
? WW1 Memorial 

“Three memorial windows of embossed Cathedral glass, the cost of which included the fixing amounted to £125, 
have been placed in the north east wall of the church by the members of the congregation and friends, in memory of 
the eight men who were worshippers in this church”.                                                                                  
Extract from Tisbury Past & Present by Mrs E Miles 

 
1940 Former Pastor Dies 

The funeral took place on Wednesday of the Rev B Shankland, a former pastor of the Zion Hill Congregational 
Church who died at his home at Ilfracombe on Friday, aged 90.  Mr Shankland was pastor at the Zion Hill Church for 
30 years, and upon his retirement 15 years ago, he was succeeded by the Rev T Emmett Kaye, who officiated at the 
funeral. (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 16 February 1940 

 
1946 Harvest Festival 

The harvest thanksgiving services were held on Sunday and the church had been decorated by the ladies.  The Rev 
E A Way (minister) preached and the choir sang special anthems at each service.  At the evening service, Master 
Idris Kirby sang a solo.  The organists were Mrs C Rogers and Mrs A M Newton.  In the afternoon at the Sunday 
School service, Mrs Morton (superintendent) presided.  The Minister gave the address and harvest items were sung 
by the scholars with Miss G Feltham at the organ.  The collections were on behalf of the church funds and amounted 
to £13 3s.  On Monday, the sale of produce took place and the proceeds, £6, were sent to Trinity Church, Poplar, 
London. 
Western Gazette Friday 27 September 1946 
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