
Obituaries 1888 - 1947 
 

 
1888 George Osmond 

The death of the oldest inhabitant is announced, of Mr George Osmond, clock and watchmaker, which took place at 
his residence, New House, Tisbury on Friday last.  The deceased gentleman was born July 15

th
 1796, and for the 

whole of his life has lived in this town.  He was very popular, of a most kindly and generous disposition, and was 
respected and esteemed by all who came in contact with him.  He was of a very active and enterprising nature and, 
although a few years ago he had the misfortune to lose his eyesight, he was almost daily to be seen in the streets on 
his way to some friend’s house.   

 
He took a deep interest in current events until within a short time of his death.  He was extremely fond of bell ringing, 
and was Treasurer to the Tisbury Ringers from the year 1813 until 1878, when, being his 82

nd
 birthday, he rang in a 

peal for the last time, together with his son and grandson.   
 
During his career, the old gentleman rang the death knell for three kings, one queen, two princes, one princess and 
two dukes, viz King George 111, King George 1V, King William 1V, the Dowager Queen Adelaide, His Grace the 
Duke of Wellington, HRH the Prince Consort, HRH Princess Alice, HIH Prince Louis Napoleon, HRH Prince Leopold, 
Duke of Albany; ringing this last with the assistance of his grandson. 
 
The funeral took place on Wednesday.  The remains were born to the grave by members of the Ringers’ Guild, 
followed by the relatives and friends of the deceased.  The cortege was met at the church gate by the Revs F E 
Hutchinson and W J Blaker, and about 20 members of the choir in their surplices.  After Psalm xc had been chanted, 
the lesson was read by the Rev W J Blaker, followed by the singing of Hymn 274 (A & M).   
 
The service at the grave was read by the Vicar, at the conclusion of which Hymn 230 was sung.  A wreath of choice 
flowers was sent by the Rev L L and Mrs Havard.  As the mournful procession left the grave, muffled peals were rung 
on the church bells.  Deceased was in his 92

nd
 year.   

 
In December 1886, Mr Joseph Osmond, an elder brother of the deceased, died in his 95

th
 year. 
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1927 Joe Harrison  
Tisbury has lost a well-known and much respected inhabitant in Mr Joe Harrison, for many years licensee of the 
Arundell Arms Hotel, whose death occurred on Saturday.  Well known to a large circle of acquaintances for his genial 
good nature, he was a familiar figure in the town. 

 
The interment took place at Wardour Cemetery after a service in the Tisbury Roman Catholic church on Monday 
where, in the presence of a great crowd of old friends, he was laid to rest close to where he had passed the early 
portion of his life. 

 
The coffin was borne to the grave by the following Oddfellows:  Bros H Read, A Jukes, E Fray, G Bugden, Gurd and 
Foyle.  The deceased had been a member of the Loyal Wardour Lodge since 1889 and for some years held the 
office of treasurer.  Other members of the Order present were Messrs W E Green, F Woods, J Wyatt, S Mullins, A 
Kellow, C Hull, G Furnell, F Love, G Ponton, M Langdon, with the Secretary, Mr H J Penny.  The funeral service of 
the Order was read by Bro F Woods. 

 
Mrs Harrison wishes to take this opportunity of thanking all who by their offerings of flowers, their presence, and kind 
enquiries, showed their esteem for her late husband.  Also those more intimate friends who so willingly helped her in 
his long illness. 
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1927 Richard Northover  

A link with the past has been severed by the death of Mr Richard Northover, one of Tisbury’s oldest and most 
respected tradesmen, which took place at the Red House on Monday morning after a short illness.  The deceased, 
who for many years, had carried on the business of a draper, was widely known and by his jovial disposition and 
interest in the town, had won the esteem and respect of all with whom he came in contact. 

 
The funeral took place at the Parish Church on Wednesday amidst every sign of sympathy and in the presence of a 
large congregation, the service being conducted by the Vicar, the Rev G T Miller.   

 
The chief mourners were Mr Ronald Northover, Mr Stanley Northover and Mr Philip Northover (sons) and Mr Harris 
(Woking, brother in law).  Among the large number of tradesmen and others present were Capt G A Bull, Messrs A 
Webb-Howell, A Davis, J Freestone, G E Lush, J E Fairlie, F Staplehurst, S G Baker, W W Kendall, A H Davis, W 
Compton, G Arlott, D Hacker, F Baker (Hindon), P Randall, D Lewis, F Love, H Miles, H Meaden, ? Weskett, A J 
Walsh and E Heasell. 

 
There were also present several officers and members of the Loyal Wardour Lodge of Oddfellows, including Bros H J 
Penny (secretary), W E Green, F Woods, E G Targett, E Fray, A Jukes, W Moxham and G Furnell, to pay a last 
tribute of respect to their departed brother, Mr Northover being one of the oldest members of the Lodge. 

 
The funeral oration of the Order was read at the graveside by Bro E G Targett and, as they filed past the grave, cast 
in their sprigs of thyme upon the coffin.  On the coffin, of polished elm with heavy brass furniture, were placed 
deceased’s sash and a number of beautiful floral tributes from relatives and friends. 
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1931 D Speare  

The funeral took place at the Parish Church on Tuesday of Mr D Speare, of Terrace Lodge, Wardour, an old and 
much respected inhabitant, whose death occurred at the Salisbury Infirmary on Thursday at the age of 81.   

 
The chief mourners were Mrs Speare (widow), Mrs F W Speare (daughter in law), Miss Sylvia and Master ‘Dick’ 
Speare (grandchildren), Mr and Mrs F Wigmore (nephew and niece), Mrs H Wigmore, Mrs T Stanley and Mrs H Kelly 
(nieces), and Mrs Waite (sister in law).  Mr Speare’s only son, Capt F W Speare, MBE, of the Indian Army, is still 
serving in India and was therefore unable to be present. 
 
Others present in the church or at the graveside were Mrs Harding, Miss Haskell, Mr and Mrs J Freestone, the 
Misses B F and G Cuff, Mrs E Sever, Mr R Howell, Mr W W Rendall, Mr A C Randall, Mr Percy Randall, Miss J 
Osmond, Mrs Wilkins, Mrs W Burt, Mr Leonard Marshall, Mr C Marshall, Mr and Mrs H Fowler, Mrs A Flower, Mr A 
Flower jun., Mrs L Lever, Mrs C Woods (Wardour), Mr Harriss, Mr F Gatehouse, Mr G Furnell, Mr H J Penny, Mr L 
Woods (Wardour), Mr W Baggs and Mr W W Didham, ex-railway colleagues of Mr Speare for many years, and 
others.  The service was conducted by the Curate-in-charge, the Rev D Pugh.   
 
During the seating of the congregation, and as the coffin was borne from the church, suitable music was played on 
the organ by Miss Harriss, organist.  Two of the deceased’s favourite hymns “Those whose course on earth is o’er” 
and “Let Saints on earth in concert sing”, were sung.   
 
Mr Speare was a constant and devout worshiper at the Parish Church, where for many years he had held the office 
of Sidesman.  To the older inhabitants of Tisbury he will best be remembered as a most obliging and courteous 
official at the Southern Railway Station where practically from his youth until his retirement in 1915, at the age of 65, 
he had been employed as a signalman, and his genial disposition won for him the esteem of all with whom he came 
in contact. 
 
There were a number of beautiful floral tributes from relatives and friends.  The funeral arrangements were carried 
out by Mr J C Adlam of Laverstock, Salisbury. 
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1937 William George Viney  
Former Manager of Tisbury Dairy Depot 
The funeral took place at Tisbury Parish Church on Monday of Mr William George Viney, whose death occurred at 
Dairy Cottage on Thursday, after long and painful suffering, patiently borne, at the age of 54.   

 
Mr Viney, who was very well known, was highly respected in the town and neighbourhood by a large circle of friends.  
He had been employed by United Dairies (Wholesale) Limited - formerly Salisbury, Semley and Gillingham Diary 
Company - since 1900, the greater part of which time he was manager of the Tisbury depot.  He retired some eight 
years ago owing to ill health and was awarded a gold watch by the Long Service Corps of the Company, of which he 
was a member. 

 
The chief mourners were The widow, Mrs Broomfield (mother), Miss M Viney (daughter), Mr and Mrs D Harris 
(daughter and son in law), Mr W Baggs (father in law), Mr W Baker and Mrs B Green (cousins) and Mrs Halliday. 

 
The United Dairies Company was represented by Mr S Taunton (United Dairies Long Service Corps), Mr T V Hewson 
(Manager of Semley Dairy), together with a number of the staff, and Mr J Turner, an ex member of the satff.  there 
were also present, either in the church or at the graveside, Mrs R Howell, Mrs Johnson, Mrs F Baker, Mr T Lush, Mr 
M Lush, Mrs H Read, Mrs Woods, Mrs B Ward, Mr F Gatehouse, Mr J Alford, Mrs C Coward, Mr and Mrs T Pain, Mr 
T Doggrell, Mr F Burt and Mr L Burt, Mrs J Burt (Hazeldon), Mrs Wilkins, Mrs W Burt, Mr W Green (Chicksgrove), Mr 
W W Didham, Mr U Marshall, Mr M M Ward and many others. 

 
The service was conducted by the Vicar, Canon A H Barnes.  on the coffin was placed an Oddfellows’ sash, Mr Viney 
having been for many years a member of the Loyal ‘Wardour’ Lodge. 

 
Among the many beautiful floral tributes from relatives and friends were the following:  With deepest sympathy from 
the President and Comrades of United Dairies Ltd; Long Service Corps, London; from the Staff at Semley Dairy; from 
Mr W E Hayes, United Dairies Salisbury.  The funeral arrangements were carried out by Messrs Ball Bros., Clock 
House, Tisbury. 

 
Mrs Viney and family desire to thank all kind friends for letters received and for sym pathy shown and expressed in 
their bereavement, also for the beautiful floral tributes sent. 
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1947 Thomas Doggrell  

By the death of Mr Thomas Doggrell, of Wallmead Farm, Tisbury, which occurred at Salisbury Infirmary in the early 
hours of Tuesday, the counties of Wilts and Dorset have lost one of the best known of their public men.   

 
He was keenly interested in agriculture, local government and Freemasonry.  For many years, he farmed at 
Chaldicott Farm Semley and moved to Wallmead Farm some 20 years ago.  He was always interested in local affairs 
and whilst at Semley held the office of Churchwarden. 

 
Mr Doggrell had been a member of the Mere and Tisbury Rural Council for about 30 years, first as member for 
Semley, and more recently as one of the representatives of Tisbury.   
 



Just prior to the outbreak of the last war, he succeeded Mr S C Hannam as chairman of the Council, a position he 
held at the time of his death.  He was also a member of the Wilts County Council and served on several of its 
important committees.  He was chairman of the parish Council for Tisbury for many years and chairman of the 
committee which was responsible for raising funds to secure the Victoria Hall Tisbury as a community centre as a war 
memorial.   

 
Mr Doggrell’s great interest was in housing and he was very disappointed at the slow progress his Council was able 
to make in this direction.  As chairman of the Mere and Tisbury Rural Council, he occupied a seat on the Tisbury 
Bench of Magistrates. 
 
As an agriculturist, he was a man of wide experience and his advice was often sought by farmers and others over a 
very wide area.  He was a member of the Wilts War Agricultural Executive Committee and of the Mere and 
Warminster District Committee.  He was a member of the South Wilts branch of the National Farmers’ Union and was 
its chairman in 1933-34.   

 
A keen judge of horses and ploughing, he was frequently to be seen judging horse ploughing matches in Wilts and 
Dorset.  He was a keen supporter and worker for the Willoughby Hedge ploughing matches.  He took a very deep 
interest in Freemasonry and was initiated in the Friendship and Sincerity Lodge 472 at Shaftesbury in 1926; he 
passed through the chair of the Lodge in 1940.  He was appointed a Prov. Grand Lodge Officer this year.  He was 
advanced in the Radnor Mark Lodge, Wilton, in 1931 and was Master in 1943.  He also held provisional rank in the 
Province of Wiltshire and was a member of the King’s Court Chapter, Gillingham. 
 
The late Mr Doggrell had a large circle of friends outside the various organisations with which he was associated.  
His wife pre-deceased him in 1933 and his only son died whilst a prisoner of war in the 1914-18 war.  He is survived 
by one daughter. The funeral will take place today at the Parish Church Tisbury at 2pm. 
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