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Dating from the early 17

th
 century, this hostelry was used by John Benett of Pythouse as the HQ for his parliamentary election 

campaign in 1819.    “Benett and Independence” is carved in the wall on the side of the Inn.    
 
Celebrations took place here to mark Queen Victoria’s Coronation (1838) and for the cutting of the first turf at Gillingham for the 
Salisbury & Yeovil railway (1856).  The thatched roof was replaced with slate after a fire in the 1920’s.  The Boot is a Grade 2 
Listed Building. 
 
 
 
1780 From the Will of William Sheppard, inn holder and glover of Tisbury, proved March 1780:     “….… my beloved wife 

Judith is to have a residence at the dwelling house now called the Boot Inn during her natural life …….”   
 
1802 On Thursday last died, Mr James Croome, of the Boot Inn, Tisbury 

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 11 October 1802 
 

1802 To Debtors and Creditors.  All persons having any claims or demands on the estate or effects of the late James 
Croome, of the Boot Inn, Tisbury, Wilts, are requested to send their accounts to Jane Croome, daughter and 
executrix of the said James Croome, or to William Sheppard, Fellmonger, Tisbury, Wilts, within one month from the 
date hereof.  And all persons who are indebted to the estate or effects are likewise requested to pay the same to the 
aforesaid Jane Croome, or William Sheppard, within the aforesaid time, or they will be sued for the same.   
Jane Croome, The Boot Inn, Tisbury, Oct 16

th
, 1802. 

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 18 October 1802 
 
1802 To be sold by Auction, by Whitmarsh and Rily, on Wednesday and Thursday, the 10

th
 and 11

th
 days of November, 

1802, all the household furniture, linen, and china, of the late Mr Croome, at the Boot Inn, Tisbury:  
 
Handsome four-post, bureau, tent, and other bedsteads, with marine and check furniture, eight well-seasoned goose 
feather-beds and bedding, blankets and quilts, a quantity of exceeding good linen, mahogany dining and other tables, 
chairs, chest of drawers, pier and other glasses, eight-day clock, with useful kitchen furniture.   
 
The sale to begin at ten o’clock each day.  Catalogues to be had at the Boot Inn, Tisbury; Wyatt and Whitmarsh, 
Grocers, Sarum; or of the Auctioneers, Wilton, three days previous to the sale. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 01 November 1802 
 

1812 Joseph Vick, late from the Boot Inn, Tisbury, respectfully informs his friends and the public in general, that he has 
entered on the Black Dog Inn, Ludwell, Wilts, which has been lately fitted up with every convenience for the 
accommodation of travellers where he hopes to merit their favours.  
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 20 January 1812 

 

1821 On Monday last died, aged 41, after a long illness, Mr William Cross, many years landlord of the Boot Inn.  He was a 
truly worthy man and is deservedly lamented throughout the neighbourhood in which he lived. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 24 December 1821 

 
1822 

 

 
 

 
 

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 02 September 1822 
 



1823 Eliz. Cross returns her sincere thanks to the Nobility and Gentry for the liberal support she received during the last 
Show of Fonthill Abbey, and respectfully informs them that she has excellent accommodation at the above Inn, 
which is centrally situated between Fonthill Abbey and Wardour Castle.  N.B.  Well aired beds, good stall stabling.  
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 11 August 1823 

 
1827 For Sale by Auction … A good accustomed Public House, well known by the sign of the Boot Inn, at Tisbury, near 

Fonthill Abbey, These premises are situate in the above pleasant and populous parish, and at a very short distance a 
considerable manufactory has lately been established, and are held by lease under the Earl of Arundell, for three 
young lives (for full article see More on the Boot Inn) 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 21 May 1827 

 
1829 On the 19

th
 inst a match of pigeon shooting took place at the Boot Inn, Tisbury, for a subscription purse.  Some 

excellent shots appeared in the field.  The prize was won by Mr Hinton of Chittern.  At the conclusion of the sport, a 
most excellent dinner was served up to a party by Mr Macey; the wines were excellent and the greatest harmony and 
conviviality prevailed throughout the evening. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 30 March 1829 

 
1830 Mrs Betty Cross, late of the Boot Inn, Tisbury, Innkeeper, having, by an Indenture of Assignment, assigned over the 

whole of her effects for the benefit of her creditors, notice is hereby given, that the said Assignment will remain at the 
office of P M Chitty, esq., Shaftesbury, until the 31

st
 day of December instant, for the execution of the Creditors who 

have not already executed the same: and those Creditors who do not consent to take the benefit of the said 
Assignment, on or before the above-named day, will be excluded from the dividend.   
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 20 December 1830 
 

1831 The inhabitants of Tisbury celebrated their Majesties’ Coronation on Thursday last, with every demonstration of 
loyalty.  At three o’clock, a large party of the inhabitants partook of a sumptuous dinner, served up in superior style 
by Mr Macey at the Boot Inn.  Many appropriate toasts were given and several glees were sung by Messrs Osmond, 
Chubb and others with great applause. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 12 September 1831 

 
1833 The anniversary of the Tisbury Union Friendly Society, held at the Boot Inn, went off this year with more than 

ordinary satisfaction and good fellowship.  The members, after attending Divine service, and hearing an excellent 
discourse by the Rev S Webber, from Matt. Vii 7, returned to the Boot, where a good old-English dinner was served 
up in a superior style by Mr Macey, and the day passed with the utmost harmony and good feeling. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 27 May 1833 

 
1834 Baptism on 13

th
 April 1834 of twins James Alfred and Mary Jane;  parents James & Susan Macey of the Boot Inn 

Tisbury Baptism Register  
 
1834 Died on Monday last, James Alfred, son of Mrs Macey, of the Boot Inn, Tisbury 

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 01 December 1834 
 

1838 The day of the Coronation of Queen Victoria was ushered in at Tisbury in a very lively and animated manner.  The 
votaries of Morpheus were aroused from their slumbers by the firing of cannon and the ringing of bells; and no 
sooner had bright sol dispersed the vapours of the night, than flags were seen waving from the church tower, and the 
surrounding eminences.  At two o’clock, seventy-nine gentlemen sat down to a good dinner, provided by Macey, at 
the Boot Inn.  (part article only)  
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 02 July 1838 
 

1839 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 11 March 1839 

 
1839 The opening dinner of Mr Cuff, at the Boot Inn, Tisbury, took place on Thursday last, and was attended by upwards 

of forty of the respectable inhabitants of the neighbourhood.  The dinner and wines gave great satisfaction, and 
promise on the part of mine host no lack of exertion to entertain his friends.  Mr Walter Fitz presided, and, assisted by 
Mr James Bracher, as Vice, promoted with his usual ability the harmony and conviviality of the evening. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 08 April 1839 

 
1843 Notwithstanding the unfavourableness of the weather on Whit-Tuesday, this village assumed, as usual on that day, a 

very lively aspect, and a great many visitors were present.  The different Friendly Societies, headed by appropriate 
banners and good bands of music, walked in procession to the parish church, on the tower of which the national 
colours were proudly floating, whilst the church bells rang merrily.  The whole scene was certainly sufficient to 
produce a very agreeable sensation in the minds of the assembled multitude.     

 
After Divine service, the Friendly Union Society returned to the Boot Inn and partook of an excellent dinner provided 
by Mr John Cuff, the worthy landlord.  During the day the utmost order and harmony prevailed and nothing occurred 
to interrupt the pleasure of the festive scene. (part article only) 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 10 June 1843 

 



1853 For Sale by Auction.  “THE BOOT” with the yard, stables, coach house, offices, garden and paddock of land 
adjoining, containing about 2 acres, occupied by Mr John Cuff, situate at Tisbury aforesaid, and held by lease under 
Lord Arundell for a term of 99 years, determinable on the death of John Macey, aged 35 years, under the yearly rent 
of 4s 1d (for full article see More on the Boot Inn) 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 24 December 1853 

 
1855 The Tisbury New Club met at the Boot Inn, on Monday, and went in procession to church where an excellent sermon 

was preached by the Rev T Mosse.   On their return from church, upwards of 140 sat down to a substantial repast, 
admirably served up by Mr Thos Northover.  At five o’clock they met at Mr Bracher’s, where the band played a 
number of country dances.  They then returned to the Boot, and spent the evening in the most convivial manner. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 02 June 1855 

 
1856 At two o’clock on Thursday last, the inhabitants of this village celebrated the commencement of the Salisbury and 

Yeovil line of Railway, that being the day and hour fixed for cutting the first turf at Gillingham, by the firing of cannon 
and hoisting a flag on the church tower, whilst the bells of the church sent forth a very merry peal, which continued at 
intervals till the evening.   

 
Upwards of 250 tickets were distributed to the labourers of the parish for strong beer, after which they enjoyed 
dancing in the spacious club room of the Boot Inn to the strains of a brass band till 9 o’clock when “God save the 
Queen” was played and the company separated. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 05 April 1856 

 
1860 Sparrow Club.  The second anniversary supper of this society, which convers so much benefit on the agriculturists of 

our little village, was held at the Boot Inn, on Monday, April 2
nd

, when an excellent supper was provided by our worthy 
host, Northover, in a style which called for the admiration of all present, and which, we are happy to say, was done 
ample justice to.  (part article only) 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 07 April 1860 

 
1866 Wilts Summer Assizes.  Turner v Alford.  The plaintiff is a farmer occupying his own land at Tisbury, and the 

defendant was also a farmer residing at Tisbury.  The plaintiff complained that the defendant had violently assaulted 
him in the Commercial-room of the Boot Inn, Tisbury.  The jury found for the plaintiff for £5. 
Western Gazette Friday 20 July 1866 

 
1870 

 
 
 
 

Western Gazette 21 January 1870 
 

1871 Hindon Petty Sessions 
John Blandford and Geo Blandford were summoned for assaulting John Andrews, ostler, at the Boot Inn, Tisbury, on 
Saturday night last.  Fined £1 and costs each, or three weeks’ imprisonment.  Paid. 
Western Gazette 08 December 1871 

 
1872 The license of the Boot Inn, Tisbury, was transferred from Mr Samuel Wilkins to Mr Thomas Northover 

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 27 July 1872 
 

1872 Death: On 21
st
 inst. at Tisbury, Mr Samuel Wilkins, age 60.   

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 24 August 1872 
 
1873 Hindon Petty Sessions.  Mr T Northover, Boot Inn, Tisbury, obtained permission to keep his house open on the nights 

of Tuesday and Wednesday in the Whitsun week until 12 o’clock instead of 11. 
Western Gazette Friday 09 May 1873 
 

1878 For Sale by Auction … the well accustomed freehold public house and premises known as “THE BOOT INN” situate 
in the centre of Tisbury and enjoying a most lucrative business, … situate near the churchyard in the occupation of 
Mr Henry Alford, and others. (for full article see More on the Boot Inn)  
Western Gazette Friday 27 September 1878 

 
1882 
 

  

 

 
Western Gazette Friday 16 June 1882 

 
1889 Wilts Quarter Sessions - The Overseers of the Parish of Wardour v Edward Everett 

In this case the Overseers of the Parish of Wardour sought to reverse the decision of the justices at Tisbury Petty 
Sessions, whereby the rateable value of a certain property known as the Boot Inn, Tisbury, was reduced from £20 to 
£15, the said property being in the occupation of the respondent, Edward Everett.  Mr Ravenhill and Mr E O P 
Bouverie appeared for the appellants and Mr Radcliffe and Mr Lopes for the respondent.   
 
 
 



Mr Radcliffe said he appeared for the respondent Everett, in support of the decision of the two justices of Tisbury 
Petty Sessional Division sitting to hear rating appeals. The appellants had raised the rateable assessment of the Boot 
Inn, Tisbury, from £20 to £25. The respondent thereupon appealed to the justices, who reduced it to £30 gross and 
£15 rateable value. Against that decision the overseers now appealed.  
 
Mr Everett was the tenant of the house, which was ‘tied’ to Mr Styring, a local brewer.  Mr Everett had been tenant for 
some seven years.  The rent was formerly £25, but an acre of land was then attached to the inn, which had since 
been taken away, and the rent reduced to £20.  So far from increasing in value, as the overseers sought to show, the 
house had decreased.   A quarry, which formerly employed a great many men near the place, and was a source of 
income, now only employed a few hands, and two other public houses had been started in the neighbourhood.  In 
fact, the takings were considerably less than they had been. 
 
Mr Radcliffe then called the tenant and Mr Rawlence, valuer, of Salisbury, both of whom stated the house was 
already assessed at its full value.  Several other witnesses were sworn and gave evidence, the case lasting several 
hours.  The Chairman finally dismissed the appeal, each party to pay their own costs. 
Western Gazette Thursday 17 October 1889 
 

1891 Mr W Everett, of the Boot Inn, Tisbury, was granted an occasional licence for a ball to be held in the Victoria Hall on 
January 28

th
. 

Western Gazette Friday 16 January 1891 
 
1892 William Everett, of the Boot Inn, Wardour, was granted a licence to sell beer, tobacco &c., in Victoria Hall Tisbury, on 

2
nd

 January on occasion of the Volunteer Ball 
Western Gazette Friday 16 December 1892 
 

1899 Fire Engine Practice.  On Wednesday afternoon a highly gratifying trial of Mr J Benett-Stanford’s engine took place.  
The engine was fixed by the side of the river, and the hose laid up the hill as far as the Boot Inn.  At a signal from Mr 
Benett-Stanford, the fire was set going and in the short time of ten minutes there was enough pressure of steam to 
force the water right over the Boot Inn.  A good number of people witnessed the trial. 
Western Gazette Friday 21 July 1899 

 
1907 Tisbury Rural District Council:  To the Electors of the Parish of East Tisbury 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
Thanking you for the honour you did me at the last election in appointing me one of your representatives, and in the 
hope that in my conduct at the Board I have done nothing to displease my supporters, I have the pleasure of offering 
myself for re-election.  My views on local matters generally, and the necessity for preventing unnecessary and 
useless expenditure, are, I think, perfectly well known, as I have made no effort to conceal them, and I therefore feel 
it is unnecessary for me to send each elector a long address; nor is it my intention to canvass, as I prefer that 
electors should use their own judgement and please themselves, but I will only say that if again honoured with your 
support I shall continue to strive to merit your goodwill and confidence by speaking and voting straightforwardly, 
having regard to what I consider the needs of the district and the betterment of the people.  
 I am, ladies and gentlemen,  
Your obedient Servant, William Everett, The Boot Inn, Tisbury  
Western Gazette 01 March 1907 

 
1914 The Boot inn, Tisbury, Wilts.  John Jeffery & son have received instructions to sell by auction, on the premises, on 

Wednesday, May 18th, 1914, the greater portion of the household furniture and effects, the property of the late Mr 
William Everett (for full article see More on the Boot Inn)  

 
1916 Young Lady wanted.  Useful in house and help in bar, good home.  Age about 25 years.  Mrs F Staplehurst, The Boot 

Inn, Tisbury, Wilts. 
Western Gazette Friday 22 September 1916 

 
1919 Tisbury Police Court 

A private in the Canadian Forestry Corps, Alexandre Lazimuch, was charged with stealing a cash-box containing £15 
in gold, £60 in Treasury notes, and £10 in silver, the property of Ethel Sophia Staplehurst, of the Boot Inn, Tisbury, on 
23rd December …. Mrs Staplehurst, whose husband is serving in the Army, stated that she knew the accused as a 
customer at the Boot Inn (for full article see Theft from an Innkeeper under Tisbury People History) 
Western Gazette Friday 03 January 1919 

 
1922 

 
 

 
 

Western Gazette 28 July 1922 

 

1928 Friendly Dog Show.  Saturday, September lst, 6 p.m.  At The Boot Inn, Tisbury.   Five Classes.  Prizes (per class) 
10s, 5s, 2s 6d.  Additional Specials.  Entry 1s per Class.  Entry forms and full particulars from Mr F Staplehurst, The 
Boot Inn, Tisbury.  Entries close August 28

th
 

Western Gazette Friday 24 August 1928 
 
 
 



1928 Considerable interest was aroused by the first local show of dogs, held at the Boot Inn on Saturday evening.  Nearly 
eighty owners had entered dogs in the four mixed classes and there was a large company to witness the judging by 
Mr Egerton Clarke, of Lower Lawn, Mr F Staplehurst undertook the secretarial duties and Mr S G Baker was the ring 
steward.  (part article only). 
Western Gazette 07 September 1928 

 
1936 Tisbury Brewster Sessions.  Summer-Time Extension Granted.  Licensees in the Tisbury and Mere Division will be 

permitted to serve drinks until 10.30pm for three months of the coming summer ……  
 

William Benjamin Charity, the Boot Inn, Tisbury, stated that the extension was badly needed and would be beneficial.  
Nearly everyone was employed in agriculture and in addition they usually liked to work on their own allotments whilst 
daylight lasted.  He often had to refuse men because they left things a little too late. (part article only). 
Western Gazette Friday 21 February 1936 
 

1939 Tisbury Petty Sessions.  The following, summoned for having failed to comply with the lighting regulations, were 
dismissed with a caution …….  Arthur E Matthews, The Boot Inn Tisbury.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 06 October 1939 

 
1945 British Legion and a Welcome Home Fund.  A meeting was held of the Branch Committee at the Boot Inn, through 

the favour of Mr A E Matthews, on Friday, at which it was decided to inaugurate a fund to express gratitude 
personally to those whom it is hoped to welcome back after service to their country.  This decision was made as the 
outcome of representations from members of the public and it is hoped the effort will be well supported.   
Western Gazette Friday 11 May 1945 
 

 
Western Gazette 02 December 1949 

 
    

 

 Year  Landlord   Source 

1754-1957 Moris Haylock  WSHC Ref A1/325/12-15 

1779  William Sheppard  WSHC Ref P2/S/1698 

1802  James Croome  S & W J Monday 11 Oct 1802 

1812  Joseph Vick  S & W J Monday 20 Jan 1812 

1815-1821 William Cross  S & W J Monday 11 Sep 1815/S & W J Monday 24 Dec 1821 

1821-1830 Mrs Eliza Cross  S & W J Monday 11 Aug 1823/S & W J Monday 20 Dec 1830 

1831-1839 James Macey  S & W J Monday 12 Sep 1831/S & W J Monday 11 Mar 1839 

1839-1855 John Cuff   S & W J Monday 08 Apr 1839/PO Directory 1855 

1855-1861 Thomas Northover  S & W J Saturday 02 Jun 1855/Wardour Census 1861 

1867-1872 Samuel Wilkins  Kelly’s Directory 1867/S & W J Saturday 24 Aug 1872 

1872-1875 Thomas Northover  S & W J Saturday 27 Jul 1872/Kelly’s Directory 1875 

1880  Thomas Foyle or Ford Kelly’s Directory 1880 

1882-1914 William Everett  D & W Gazette Thu 17 Oct 1889/W Gazette Fri 01 May 1914 

1914-1931 Frederick Staplehurst Licence Register 1914/Kelly’s Directory 1931 

1933-1936  Wm Benjamin Charity  License Register 1933/W Gazette Friday 21 Feb 1936 

1936  Alfred Edward Power License Register 1936 

1937-1945 Arthur Edward Matthews License Register 1937/W Gazette Friday 11 May 1945 

1949-1950 Arthur & Doreen Thomas License Register 1949/1950 

1955  K W Garn 

1962  George Richards 

1976-2014 Ronald & Ruth Turner  
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