
CLOUDS 
 

Sale of the Contents 1933 
 
The dispersal of the fine furniture, tapestry, plate and general contents of the great Wiltshire mansion of the Wyndham family, 
known as Clouds, began on Tuesday and was continued on Wednesday and Thursday.  The sale is by direction of Captain 
Richard Wyndham, M.C.  The auctioneers were Messrs Knight, Frank & Rutley of London. 
 
There was a good attendance when Messrs Arthur Knight and Charles Woosnam, both partners in the firm, began the sale of 
the first 400 lots, many well-known people from neighbouring estates being present. 
 
The first day’s sale realised just over £1,000; among the more important pieces being a Morris verdure tapestry of a woodland 
scene with deer, fox and rabbits, and with Gothic type inscriptions on scrolls, which realised 150 guineas, and a Morris carpet 
woven in arabesque design which brought 20 guineas.  A set of three Chippendale style arm chairs realised 26 guineas.  Other 
prices were: a pair of winged back easy chairs 20 guineas; four Provencal mahogany chairs 19 guineas; four Chippendale 
mahogany ladder back chairs 22 guineas; a pair of Hepplewhite carved mahogany chairs 28 guineas. 
 
The Second Day 
The second day’s sale realised about £1,100.  Opening with the sale of pictures, the biggest price of the afternoon was made 
by “Madonna and Child with St Mary Magdalene and Saint Joseph”, a panel, 28ins by 44 ins by Pordenone, which was 
disposed of for 100 guineas.  The remaining pictures, by Burne Jones, Harold Speed, A Legros, G Mason, Val Princep, and 
others, realised up to 12 guineas.  Seven lithographs in colour of old views of Kensington Gardens and St James’ Park made 
13 guineas and an old engraving of Eaton Hall by W H Toms made 3½ guineas. 
 
Of the furniture, a Hepplewhite mahogany four post bedstead made 30 guineas, a similar Hepplewhite 14 gns and a 
Hepplewhite mahogany arm chair 11 gns.  Other mahogany four posters made from 10½ gns to 13 gns.  A Chippendale 
mahogany tallboy realised 13½ gns; set of six Sheraton mahogany lyre back chairs 26 gns; a Chippendale mahogany corner 
display cabinet 16 gns; a Queen Anne black and gold lacquer cabinet 32 gns; a Normandy walnut armoire with carved leafage 
and ribbons 12 gns; Normandy walnut commodes, generally handsome pieces of cabinet work with panelled doors, carved 
floral displays and arched mouldings, sold with difficulty at 3½ gns, 4gns and 6 gns each, up to 9gns.  A Spanish leather four 
leaf screen was sold at 11 gns and a needlework picture of a sheaf of wheat made 4½ gns.  Sheraton and other mahogany 
swing frame and cheval toilet glasses made up to 6½ gns. 
 
Carpets generally were not in good condition, but an Indian bordered carpet, in yellow and brown, made 10½ gns and the 
Wilton blue carpet from the library, 71½ft long by 7½ft wide, realised 21 gns.  A pair of Oriental black and gold lacquer shawl 
chests went for 11 gns and a pear wood muniment chest 9 gns.  An Italian marble alto of Madonna and Child was sold for 
7gns.   
 
The fine modern mansion of Clouds was begun by the Hon Percy Scawen Wyndham in 1880, rebuilt by him in 1893 following a 
fire, and added to and improved by his famous son, George Wyndham, who survived his father’s death in 1911 by only tow 
years. 
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The Concluding Day 
The third and concluding day’s sale at Clouds, the Wiltshire mansion of the Wyndham family, on Thursday, was devoted to the 
contents of library, the domestic rooms and the servants’ bedrooms, together with a few items from the chapel.  The day’s sale 
amounted to about £600 and the total sale, which was conducted by Messrs Knight, Frank & Rutley of London, realised rather 
under £3,000. 
 
Although the books were offered in lots, containing anything up to 100 volumes, the prices realised were not high.  Among the 
best were £15 for “Arabia Deserta”, 1888 (Doughty), and some 52 other books.  Rackham’s “Twilight of the Gods” 
(autographed), and offered as a single volume, made 45s and 42 volumes of Sowerby’s English Botany £11.  Some 38 
volumes of the Wiltshire Archaeological Magazine £4; and 10 works of Fielding, 95s.  Imitations of original drawings by 
 
Holbein from His Majesty’s collection, engraved by Bartolozzi, royal folio, half Morocco, was sold for £18; six coloured 
lithographs of incidents at Eton, by Ryman, £6 6s; a large portfolio of Arundel prints, engravings &c., went for the very low 
figure of 55s. 
 
The furniture offered was generally that from the domestic  quarters, but a nice Sheraton inlaid mahogany angle cabinet made 
12 gns; a Cromwellian elbow chair 2½ gns; a William and Mary inlaid walnut chest of five drawers 10½ gns.  An old Italian 
crimson velvet and silk embroidered coffer, formerly the property of D G Rossette 65s; and a beautiful Italian carved walnut 
prie-dieu with four carved lockers was disposed of for only 30s.  an old English glass goblet with silver gilt rim, studded with 
precious stones, was also sold for the low figure of 27s 6d.  A carved stone relief of St George and the Dragon 3ft by 2ft was 
sold for 3½ gns and a Cromwellian steel helmet with long chain neck guard and a suit of chain mail armour was disposed of for 
20s.  Dinner and tea ware, linen, blankets, carpets, curtains &c., did not reach very high prices. 
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