
Dedication at St Mary the Virgin 1934 
 

 
 

Renovations of parts of the fabric, the installation of electric lighting, and a new heating boiler, and additions to the furnishings 
in the church of St Mary the Virgin, East Knoyle, were dedicated and the re-hung bells re-dedicated by the Bishop of Salisbury 
at a service on Wednesday, the eve of the Ascension.  The beautiful east window, which was put into the church several years 
ago by subscriptions from members of both Houses of Parliament in memory of Mr George Wyndham, was also dedicated.  Mr 
Wyndham, who had local associations, was chief Secretary for Ireland in Lord Salisbury’s third administration, and continued in 
that office in Mr Balfour’s government.  The window was never dedicated as the ceremony, fixed for a date in the war time, had 
to be cancelled. 
 
The work to the church, costing £518, consisted of the re-hanging of the bells, the overhauling of the belfry beams and fittings, 
the renovation of the nave roof, improvement of the heating apparatus and electric lighting, and minor additions.  The whole of 
the cost was raised in a surprisingly short time, chiefly because of the energy with which the Rector, the Rev E Cross, and his 
people, applied themselves to the task.  Because of the associations of Sir Christopher Wren with the church, the Royal Society 
and the authorities of St Paul’s Cathedral, were among the many donors to the present fund, and the generous gifts of 
parishioners were supplemented by those from people afar. 
 
The east window was designed by Mr J N Comper, and the inscription, composed by Mr Arthur Balfour, (afterwards Lord 
Balfour), reads as follows:-  “In affectionate memory of George Wyndham, statesman, orator, man of letters, soldier, this 
window is dedicated by friends of both Houses of Parliament”.  The window depicts New Testament subjects.  In the outer 
lights are figures of St George and St Patrick, recalling Mr Wyndham’s association with England and Ireland and above them, 
on either side, are his arms alone and impaling those of Lady Grosvenor. 
 
The bells, a peal of six, were last re-hung in 1839, when the tenor bell was re-cast at Whitechapel Foundry.  They have the 
following inscriptions:  Treble - William Cockey, bell founder 1726; No 2 - HC and WS Ch:Wds1726; No 3 - Mr Anty. Burdige 
and Mr Nics. Williams Ch. Wds. 1748; No 4 - William Cockey, Bell Founder 1726 God preserve the Church; No 5 - Robert and 
James Wells, Aldbourne, Fecit 1794; Tenor - Thomas Mears, founder, 1839, W Wigmore and W B Compton, churchwardens 
 
During 1933 the bells have been to the Whitechapel Foundry of Messrs Mears & Stainbank for re-tuning and quarter-tuning, 
and have been re-hung with new fittings, ie new wheels, gudgeons, clappers, stays and sliders, rollers and supporting iron-
work, self-aligning ball bearings in dust proof housing, &c., and new headstocks for the three largest bells.  The existing fine 
oak frame has been repaired and strengthened, chiming apparatus and clock hammers repaired and refitted, and new bell 
ropes supplied.  The pits for the treble and tenor bells have been reversed so that the ropes fall in a cycle of 1 to 6.   
 
The nave roof was originally stone tiled, but at some previous time of repair, many of the old stone tiles could not be used 
again, and a part of the roof on either side below the apex was covered with small sand-faced tiles.  In the re-roofing during 
1933 other old stone tiles were acquired so that the nave roof has now been restored to its original state.  The roof, stone 
tabling and gutterings over the east bay of the north chapel have been renewed and the walls of the church pointed.  Electric 
light and a new heating boiler have been installed.   
 
The children’s corner has been furnished, the sacristy and tower vestry equipped with hanging cupboards, altar frontal and 
linen chests, &c.  A new tier has been added to the rear choir stalls.  The chancel has been distempered and the church doors 
painted and many other minor repairs and improvements effected. 
 
The service was largely attended and was impressive.  Among those present were Colonel Guy Wyndham (brother of Mr 
George Wyndham), the Countess of Wemyss (Mr George Wyndham’s eldest sister), the Earl and Countess of Shaftesbury, the 
Dowager Countess of Pembroke (Colonel the Hon. George Herbert was unable to be present), Lady Napier and Mr H I Hill 
(secretary of the Diocesan Advisory Council).   
 
The choir, the Bishop, the Rector and the Churchwardens (Mr F Alford and Mr W Dowding) entered the church in procession 
led by the cross-bearer, Mr F Barnes.  The Rector took the first part of the service and the Bishop performed the dedication.  
This service was admirably arranged; the spiritual implications of the material improvements and additions were the dominant 
note.  The choir, with Mr R D Judd of Salisbury at the organ, sang the bell anthem “Rejoice in the Lord always” by Purcell. 
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