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1909 Collision with Cyclist 

We regret to have to announce the death of Lady Grant of Sedgehill Manor which took place on Wednesday week as 
the result of injuries she received through being knocked down by a cyclist at Semley Hollow on Tuesday.  
 
Sir Victor Horsley was called in on Wednesday and at first took a hopeful view but the deceased gradually sank and 
passed away about 12 o’clock.  Lady Grant was the widow of Sir Charles Grant, KCSI, who was formerly Foreign 
Secretary to the Government of India. She was a sister of the fourth Earl of Malmesbury and had resided at Sedgehill 
Manor for the last few years and was much esteemed by residents of the district.  An inquest was held on Friday by 
the County Coroner (Mr R A Wilson) at Sedgehill Manor, Mr W R Shaw-Stewart being chosen foreman of the jury. 
Captain Robert Grant of the Rifle Brigade, stepson of the deceased, identified the body and stated she was 54 years 
of age. 

 
Arthur Hale of Semley, grocer’s assistant, said that on Tuesday afternoon about four o’clock he was cycling from 
Bowmarsh Common towards Gillingham and, when riding down Semley Hollow, he saw a lady in the middle of the 
road in front of him. He rang his bell, rather loudly, as the lady did not seem to hear.  When about ten yards from her, 
she appeared to hear it and moved to the side of the road where he ought to have passed. 
 
Then she went across the road to the other side, just as he got close to her. He put on both his brakes and stopped 
short, but he knocked against her shoulder and she swerved round and fell backwards. He was free-wheeling at the 
time and was travelling about six or seven miles an hour.  Hanley Johnson of Baxley Farm Cann Shaftesbury, a farm 
hand, said that when walking from Semley to Shaftesbury he saw a lady in the road about 50 yards distant. He 
noticed a cyclist in front of him and heard a bell ring. He saw the lady start to cross the road but he did not notice 
anything until he heard a crash and saw the lady lying on the ground. William Farris, engineer, of Shaftesbury, said 
he saw the lady who had met with an accident. She had regained consciousness but she did not say anything about 
the accident; she only said that she felt ill. 

  
Mr W J Harris, medical practitioner, said that on Tuesday afternoon he was summoned by the witness Hale, who was 
much agitated, and asked him to go at once to Semley Hollow to see Lady Grant whom he had knocked over with his 
cycle. He went to Sedgehill Manor and found her sitting in a chair. She was collapsed and dazed. There were no 
external marks and he concluded that it was a case of simple concussion.    
 
He saw her again at eight o’clock and at ten o’clock. On the latter occasion he found that a small quantity of blood 
had come down from her left ear, on which she had been lying, and he noticed some blood on the right side of the 
back of her head. He diagnosed fracture of the skull, and did what was necessary. He stayed with her on Tuesday 
night and she slept well with morphia. On Wednesday he telegraphed to her relatives for a specialist, and Sir Victor 
Horsley came down to see her.   A verdict of accidental death was returned. 
Salisbury Journal February 05 1909 

 
1913 Coming of Age 

Mr Walter Guy Shaw Stewart, eldest son of Mr Walter Shaw Stewart, attained his 21
st
 birthday on Sunday last.  He 

recently passed into the Coldstream Guards and is with his Regiment at Pirbright Camp before going on maneuvers.  
He has received many congratulations and testimonials of goodwill on his coming of age. 
Western Gazette August 15 1913 

 
1914 Burglary  

Edward Tanner, labourer appeared at the Police-court Tisbury on Friday, before Mr Shaw-Stewart, Mr Benett-
Stanford and Mr J flower, charged with burglariously entering the residence of Rear Admiral Napier at Sedgehill and 
stealing jewelry, clothing and money to the amount of £22.  The evidence given at the previous hearing by P.S. 
Mercer was repeated to the effect that the burglar changed his underclothing whilst in the Admiral’s house, and then 
decamped with jewelry belonging to one of the servants at Gunville House.  The articles found on the prisoner were 
identified and the Bench committed him for trial to the Wilts Quarter Sessions. 
Western Gazette June 12 1914 

          
1916 Killed at the Front 

Lieutenant Niel Shaw Stewart, Rifle Brigade, who has been killed at the Front, was the second son of Mr and Mrs 
Walter Shaw Stewart of Hays.  Born in 1894, he was educated at St Aubyn’s Rottingdean, Eton, and University 
College Oxford and received his BA degree in 1916.  He was gazetted to the Rifle Brigade September 1914.  
Lieutenant Shaw Stewart was wounded in May 1916 at Ypres.  He returned to the Front in June last. 
Western Gazette September 01 1916 

 
1917 Died 

March 30, at East Knoyle, Mr William Tanswell, native of Sedgehill, aged 85years 
Western Gazette April 13 1917 

 
 
 



1918 Girl Guides 
Two successful entertainments afternoon and evening in aid of the Wiltshire Girl Guide County Funds, were held at 
Hays on January 20

th
, given by the lst Sedgehill and Semley Girl Guide Company.  The principal items of the 

programme were two sketches, acted by the Guides, and Miss Priscilla Ansdell, and “Nurseryrhymia”, the cast of 
which were P Ansdell, T Shaw Stewart, K Doggrell, F Rogers, L Hayward, P Doggrell, R Bright, M S Shaw Stewart 
&c.  The acting of Miss Priscilla Ansdell as “Kardsharpers” and Miss T Shaw Stewart as “Prince Diamond” was 
especially good.  Mr Ansdell’s kind help at the piano was much appreciated.  Other items were:  Songs, whistling 
solo, Miss Marian Davies.  Recitation, Miss Gwendolen Wilkinson.  Violin Solos, Mr M Shaw Stewart.  Action Sing 
and Club Drill, Girl Guides.  During the evening proficiency badges gained by several of the Guides were presented 
by the County Commissioner, Mrs Shaw Stewart.  The sum of £11 9s 6d was taken.  Grateful thanks are due to Mr J 
Doggrell and Mr C Creed for their invaluable assistance. 
Western Gazette January 18 1918 
 

1920 Re John Doggrell Deceased 
All persons having any claim against the estate of the above named deceased, late of Sedgehill Farm, Sedgehill, 
Wilts, who died on the 6

th
 October 1920, are requested to send particulars forthwith to the undersigned.  Mayo & Son, 

Tisbury, Solicitors for the Personal Representatives. 
Western Gazette Friday 15 October 1920 

 
1922 Church Restoration Fund 

A successful whist drive was held in the Semley and Sedgehill Institute on Wednesday in aid of the Church 
Restoration Fund.  A company of 96 was present; prizes were won by (Ladies) Mrs J Harding and Mr D Maidment 
(playing as a lady), Gent’s Mr B Pitman and Mr A Gray, floating prize Mrs Baker and Mr Smith.  The Committee was 
able to hand over the sum of £9 10s 
Western Gazette Friday 10 February 1922 
 

1924 Fancy Dress 
A largely attended children’s fancy dress dance was held in the parish room on Monday, when upwards of 30 
children paraded in three classes to be judged by ballot:  Over 10 and under 16 years, Miss P Whitehead and Master 
K Doggrell; over 6 and under 11 years, Miss B Green and Master V Mallett; under 6 years, Miss R Hawking and 
Master S Everest.  Mrs Beaumont Johnson distributed the prizes.  There were also consolation prizes to all under 6 
years of age.  Miss V Doggrell and Mr W J Rowden carried out the duties of MC’s.  After the children had spent a 
most enjoyable time, for the benefit of the adults present dancing was kept up till 1 o’clock. 
Western Gazette Friday 25 January 1924 
 

1925 Parish Social 
A successful social was held in the parish room on Tuesday, there being over 90 present.  The following provided the 
vocal part of the entertainment:  Miss Farquharson, Miss Fulker, Miss Tuck, Mrs Wareham, Mr Harris, Mr Graves, Mr 
Pool and Mr Senior.  Dancing was kept up till midnight. 
Western Gazette Friday 09 January 1925 
 

1927 Local Will 
Dame Agnes Geraldine Grove, of Sedgehill Manor, Shaftesbury, who died intestate on December 7

th
, aged 62, wife 

of Sir Walter John Grove, B t., left unsettled estate of the gross value of £808, with net personalty nil. 
Western Gazette Friday 15 April 1927 

 
1930 Golden Wedding Anniversary  

1st July 1880, at St Catherine’s Church, Sedgehill, Henry George Wigmore, son of Thomas Wigmore, of East Knoyle, 
to Jane Harding, daughter of George and Harriett Harding, of Sedgehill.  Present address Church Cottage Sedgehill.
  
A large number of friends and relatives were present at Church Cottage, Sedgehill, on Tuesday last week, to 
celebrate the golden wedding of Mr and Mrs Henry Wigmore, who were married at St Catherine’s Church, Sedgehill, 
on July 1

st
 1880.  A special service of Holy Communion was held in the church for the bride and bridegroom, the Rev 

B Johnson officiating.   
 
Mr Wigmore has been sexton at the church for the past 30 years.  A large number of telegrams of congratulations 
and good wishes were received, and presents included a set of easy chairs from friends and members of the church; 
a clock, suitably inscribed, from Lady Napier and family; and a purse of gold from their children and grandchildren.  
They wish to take this opportunity of thanking all subscribers to the gifts. 
Western Gazette Friday 11 July 1930 

 
1932 Died 

Yesterday (Thursday) the Tisbury Magistrates learnt that Sir Walter Grove, eldest son of the late Sir Thomas Grove, 
Bart, of Ferne House, Berwick St John, Wilts, passed away on Tuesday at Los Angeles in the United States.  Sir 
Walter was 79 years of age and succeeded his father, the first baronet, in 1897.  He was educated at Eton College 
and was at one time a captain in the Wilts Yeomanry.  He married in 1882, daughter of Major General Pitt-Rivers, 
and leaves two sons and two daughters.  The late Baronet resided for many years at Sedgehill Manor and was 
appointed a magistrate for Wiltshire in 1876 and succeeded the Hon Percy S Wyndham as chairman of the Tisbury 
Bench. (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 12 February 1932 

 
 

 
 
 



Marriage 
Mr E G Baker and Miss Phyllis A Doggrell  - The marriage, conducted by the Rev Beaumont Johnson, took place on 
Saturday June 25 at the Parish Church, of Miss Phyllis Audrey Doggrell, youngest daughter of Mrs Doggrell and of 
the late Mr John Doggrell of Church Farm, and Mr Edward George Baker of Marnull.  The service was choral, Lady 
Napier kindly presiding at the organ.   
 
The bride, who was given away by her eldest brother, Mr Victor Doggrell, was attired in white satin and a veil with 
orange blossom, and carried a bouquet of white carnations and sweet peas.  The bridesmaids were the Misses Violet 
and Kathleen Doggrell (sisters of the bride) who wore dresses of lemon figured chignon with hats to match, carrying 
bouquets of yellow irises and mauve sweet peas.  Mr F Baker (brother of the bridegroom) was best man.   
 
The reception was afterwards held at the parish hall, where a large gathering of relatives and friends were present.  
The bride and bridegroom were the recipients of nearly 60 very handsome and useful presents.  (This report was 
inadvertently omitted from the North Dorset edition last week) 

  Western Gazette July 08 1932 
 
1933 Institutions at the Palace Chapel Salisbury 

On Thursday, the Bishop of Salisbury instituted The Rev E Cross to the perpetual curacy of Sedgehill Wiltshire, vice 
the Rev B Johnson, deceased; to be held under the Archbishop’s dispensation, with the benefice of East Knoyle 
Friday 29 September 1933 

 
 Death of Mrs M A Marchant 

Sedgehill is mourning the loss of an esteemed and respected inhabitant, Mrs Mary Ann Marchant, widow of Mr Edwin 
Marchant, who passed away on Friday at the age of 92.  Mrs Marchant was the oldest inhabitant; she was the 
daughter of Mr George Lever, and was born at Codford, but has lived in this village and conducted the general 
stores, and was postmistress for many years.   
 
The funeral took place on Wednesday at the Parish Church, the service being conducted by the Rector, The Rev E 
Cross.  The chief mourners were her four surviving children, Miss E Marchant and Mrs F Forward (Gillingham), 
Messrs Walter and Albert Marchant, Mr F Forward (son in law) and Mr A Forward (grandson) and old friends. 
Western Gazette Friday 10 November 1933 
 

1935 WI Reformed 
The Women’s Institute, which has been reformed after having been suspended for two years, held its first meeting on 
Tuesday.  The County Secretary, Mrs Jackson, gave a talk on the aims and working of an Institute.  There was a 
good attendance of members. 
Western Gazette Friday 29 March 1935 
 
Jubilee Dinner 
The inhabitants of Sedgehill gathered first at a thanksgiving service, conducted by Rev E Cross.  The dinner in the 
parish hall was attended by about 90 parishioners, and those unable to come had their’s despatched to them.  
Colonel Savill proposed the loyal toast and on his suggestion a telegram was despatched to their Majesties.  After 
the dinner everyone assembled in the grounds of Gunville House for the sports and to hear the King’s speech.  Lady 
Napier kindly presented the sports prizes which consisted of silver coins.  Mrs Austin presented each child with a 
Jubilee mug.  A beautiful display of fireworks was followed by the bonfire.  Games, dancing and community singing, 
which Mr J Flower led, continued and Mrs Way, Miss Few and Mr Miles supplied the music.  Refreshments were 
again handed round with sweets, oranges, flags and balloons for the children.  Thanks were accorded the Secretary, 
Mr J Gray, and helpers, and the Secretary was carried shoulder high around the room. 
Western Gazette Friday 10 May 1935 

 
1936 Christening Ceremony 

Mr and Mrs William Luce’s infant son was baptised at St Katherine’s Church on Saturday.  The Rev Ernest Cross 
officiated and the child received the names of Richard Napier.  The godparents were Captain Charles Luce, Mr E 
Perceval Maxwell, Mrs E L Orr-Ewing and Miss Beatrice Spencer Smith.  The church was decorated with growing 
chrysanthemums.  Miss Linda Few and some of the choirboys from East Knoyle church led the singing.  The child 
wore a Point d’Alenson lace robe, originally belonging to his great great grandmother, the Honorable Mrs Richard 
Watson, and has been worn at christenings in the family for nearly a hundred years. 
Western Gazette Friday 04 December 1936 
 

1937  Cottage Fire 
The Shaftesbury Fire Brigade were called to a fire at Sedgehill on Monday at Lower House Farm occupied by Mr 
Way and owned by Mr Forward.  When the brigade arrived, under the Chief Officer, Mr L Davitt, the roof of a 
thatched cottage was well ablaze.  There was a pond at the farm, which after about two minutes pumping, was found 
to be useless owing to mud.  The brigade then had to go about half a mile to a hydrant on the Mere road.  When they 
got there, it was only possible to put one nozzle on owing to lack of pressure.   
 
It was then decided to get everything out of the house and it was found afterwards that the only thing that was lost 
was the linoleum in one of the bedrooms.  The brigade were eventually able to put the fire out, but not until 
considerable damage to the house had been done.  They returned to the Fire Station at 9.30pm having been away 
since shortly after 1.30pm. 
Western Gazette Friday 09 July 1937 
 
 
 
 



1939 Tisbury Petty Sessions 
James Pike, Butterstakes, Sedgehill, fined 2s 6d for having no front light on his motor cycle. 
Western Gazette Friday 17 February 1939 
 
Died 
The death took place at her home at Prospect Cottage on April 1

st
 of Mrs Elizabeth Merryweather, after an illness last 

about one month.  She was in her 79
th
 year. The funeral took place at Sedgehill on Tuesday April 4

th
.  The mourners 

were Mr Frank Merryweather (husband), Mrs A Fricker (daughter) and Mr A Fricker (son in law), Mrs E Roberts 
(sister), Mrs K Wigmore of Laverstock (sister in law), Mr and Mrs G Merryweather, Mr A Harding (nephew), Mr and 
Mrs Cox, Miss B Cross and Miss Hull.  The service was taken by Canon E Cross, rector of East Knoyle and 
Sedgehill.  Mr F Merryweather and family wish to thank all kind friends for the sympathy shown in their sad 
bereavement and for the floral tributes sent. 
Western Gazette Friday 14 April 1939  

 
1944 Sedgehill Farmer Fined 

At Tisbury Petty Sessions on Thursday, Sidney Bullard, Corner Farm, Sedgehill, was fined £3 3s for feeding unboiled 
swill to pigs.  He admitted the offence.  Inspector Townsend said proceedings were taken under the Foot and Mouth 
Disease Order.  A number of outbreaks of the disease had occurred in the country recently and the suggested cause 
was swill, the facilities for obtaining which had greatly increased, and the necessity for boiling had correspondingly 
increased.   
 
On July 18

th
 PC Beard visited defendant’s premises and although there was swill on the premises, there was no 

means by which it could be boiled.  Mr Bullard admitted that he had not been boiling swill just lately.  There were 21 
pigs on the premises and on looking into the troughs, PC Beard found the heads, legs and entrails of chicken, where 
the pigs had left them.  These had come from a camp.  Defendant said it was b ad weather at the time and he was 
busy haymaking.  A prisoner of war did not report for work for a few days and he thought the hay was more important 
than the swill so he went on cutting grass instead of boiling the will.  The Chairman said the Bench regarded the case 
as a very serious one. 
Western Gazette Friday 13 October 1944 
 
Christmas Gift Aid 
£6 17s has been collected by Mrs Alan Forward and given to the Semley Committee to help the cost of the Christmas 
gifts for the men and women of Semley and Sedgehill serving in the forces. 
Western Gazette Friday 13 October 1944 

 
1945 Unlawful Ownership of Firearm 1945 

Roy Burt, of The Street, Sedgehill, was summoned for being in possession of a firearm, without a certificate.  Alfred 
George Slocombe, of 2 Higher Axworth, Seaton, was summoned for transferring a firearm to an unauthorised person.   

 
PC Beard gave evidence that when Slocombe left Sedgehill in March 1944, he left a rifle at Burt’s residence, together 
with his own firearms certificate.  He saw Burt and took possession of the rifle and certificate, and Burt, who was 19, 
told him he had no knowledge of the Firearms Act and thought Slocombe’s certificate was sufficient.   

 
Slocombe wrote pleading ignorance, was fined £2, and Burt was fined 20s.  The rife was ordered to be confiscated. 
Western Gazette Friday 22 June 1945 
 
 

 Farmers in Dispute 
At Shaftesbury County Court on Monday, Thomas Leslie Fletcher of Sweetwell Farm, Sedgehill, sued Leonard Allen 
Hiscock of Chaldicotts Farm, Semley, for £4 for the keep of three heifers from June 16

th
 to July 20

th
.  Mr W Farley 

Rutter represented the plaintiff and Mr W F Farnfield for the respondent. 
 
Mr Rutter stated that three heifers were found on plaintiff’s farm on June 12

th
.  Ad advertisement was inserted in the 

Western Gazette and on July 19
th
 defendant spoke to plaintiff’s brother in Shaftesbury market concerning heifers he 

had lost.  He called at Mr Fletcher’s farm, but would not pay the amount which plaintiff asked for the keep and went 
away.  The heifers disappeared under cover of darkness that night.  The sole question in the action was whether or 
not the heifers belonged to the defendant.  Plaintiff and his brother, Sidney Harold Fletcher gave evidence. 

 
Defendant stated that when he went to Mr Fletcher’s farm, neither he nor his companions saw the heifers which had 
been found.  His beasts were discovered at Littledown, which was a good three miles from Sweetwell Farm.  There 
were more than three hundred beasts on Semley Common.  Witness considered 2s 6d a week was ample for keep at 
that time of the year, not 5s a week as claimed.  His Honour, giving judgment for plaintiff for the amount claimed, with 
costs, said “What puzzles me is what happened to defendant’s heifers from July 12

th
 to July 20

th
 if they were not the 

three found by plaintiff.  I have a shrewd suspicion defendant meant to get them back without paying anything if he 
could, and that he tried to do so. 
Western Gazette Friday 07 December 1945 

 
1947 Fatal Fall Downstairs 

Salisbury City Coroner, Mr Harold Dale, held an inquest at Salisbury Infirmary on Tuesday, on Walter Marchant, aged 
77, of 2 Street-lane, Sedgehill, who died at the Tower House Emergency Hospital, Salisbury, on Saturday morning.  
Deceased, whose right leg had been amputated, had a wooden leg fitted and he walked with the aid of crutches.  Mrs 
Perrett, who lived next door, often looked in to see him.  It was not unusual for Marchant to fall down and to have to 
wait for assistance before he could get up again.   
 



On Thursday she heard a bump in Marchant’s cottage, but took no notice of it as she often heard Marchant bumping 
about.  Later in the day Mrs Louisa Fletcher, of The Lodge, Hayes Cottage, Sedgehill, called with a message and as 
she could not make the deceased hear, she went into the house with Audrey Perrett, aged 14, and found him lying at 
the bottom of the stairs.   
 
Mrs Emily Forward, of Forest Side Farm, Gillingham, said the deceased was her brother and lived alone.  He had a 
wooden leg and walked with the aid of crutches.  His health was good.  He had a leg injury about ten years ago and it 
was amputated two or three years later.  There was a door at the bottom of the stairs of his cottage and a slight turn, 
and then the stairs went straight up to the bedroom.  She had not seen her brother since the accident.  When she 
went to the cottage after the accident there was nothing out of place and nothing to account for deceased having a 
fall. 
 
Dr Donald Tutt Kay, Tower House Emergency Hospital, said deceased was brought to the hospital on March 27

th
.  

He was unconscious and had cuts on his left temple on the lower abdomen and abrasions on the hands and knees.  
There was extensive bruising over the whole of the left side of the face, including two black eyes.  They treated him 
for concussion.  He remained unconscious and died at 7am on Saturday.  He had some cerebral injury which was 
consistent with having fallen downstairs.  Death was due to concussion and cerebral haemorrhage.  The Coroner 
recorded a verdict of Accidental Death. 
Western Gazette April 04 1947 
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