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1900   News from the War 

Trooper Chubb of the Dragoon Guards, now at the front with General XXX, writing to his uncle and aunt in Semley 
village says:  “We were under very heavy fire on New Year’s day.  It started about three o’clock in the morning and 
kept up to about mid-day.  We had five days and nights holding a hill, and never had the chance to take our saddles 
off, and one other time we had our camp shelled by the Boers.  We were all sitting down after dinner and heard 
something go over the tent, and you bet we were soon on our feet and about.  It was a shell, and they put fifteen in 
camp before we could clear out, and all the damage they did was break a sword.  But our guns soon made them 
back up.  I must tell you how I spent Christmas.  It was about the same as another day, only the meat was a little bit 
tough.  
 
I hear there is a lot in the papers about what is sent out to the troops, but we do not see anything of it.  If it is sent, 
someone does us out of it before it reaches us.  Likely thing, first it gets to one station and someone says “I must 
have a little of this” and then it goes on farther and someone else gets a little and by the time it reaches us there is 
very little left.  We must not grumble, for one of our officers sent a pudding to each tent and a box of cigars.  An 
officer of the 21

st
 Lancers, in charge of our troop, gave us 20s for the troop and Miss …….. sent me a pound of 

tobacco, so I have not done so badly.  I live in hope to come back and have a good spread.  I am very pleased to tell 
you that we get fresh bread every day, which is a Godsend to us”. 
Western Gazette March 23 1900 
 

 Offence under Public Health (Water) Act 
William James of Barker’s Hill, Donhead St Andrew, being the owner of two dwelling houses situated at Gutch 
Common, Semley, was summoned for allowing the same to be occupied without obtaining a certificate from the 
sanitary authority that the houses were provided with a supply of water.  Defendant pleaded guilty.  Mr Marsh, who 
prosecuted on behalf of the Tisbury Rural District Council, said there was a very considerable question as to the 
sufficiency of the water supply in the houses generally in Semley and the adjoining parishes.   
 
Defendant had built two houses and had allowed them to be occupied in contravention of the Public Health Water Act 
of 1878.  This was not merely a technical offence that the defendant had neglected to obtain a certificate, for there 
was no water supply to the property which the sanitary authority would give a certificate for, and the District Council 
thought it was necessary that the public should be aware that houses must not be built and occupied in this way.  He 
did not ask for a severe penalty, but such a penalty as would mark the offence.  Defendant said the two houses had 
been built on the site of three old cottages and he thought there was a good water supply in the well.  The 
magistrates imposed a fine of 5s with costs. 
Western Gazette July 13 1900 

 
1901  The End of the Century 

A special service was held in the Parish Church on the last day of 1900 in the evening.  Special psalms and hymns 
were sung and at the end of the service, Psalm 150 was chanted as an act of praise and thanksgiving.  The church 
looked very beautiful with the Christmas decorations.  The bells were rung before and after the service. 
Western Gazette January 04 1901 
 

 Second Offence under Public Health (Water) Act 
William James, of Donhead St Andrew, was summoned for allowing two dwelling houses, his property, at Gutch 
Common, Semley, to be occupied without having obtained a certificate under the Public Health (Water) Act 1878.  Mr 
W Marsh, clerk to the Tisbury rural District Council, appeared to prosecute, and stated that defendant had been 
summoned for a similar offence in respect of the same houses and fined.  An application for a certificate had since 
been made and refused, but defendant still allowed that house to be occupied.   

 
Mr E T Hopkins, of Shaftesbury, who appeared for defendant, submitted that as defendant had been fined once for a 
similar offence in respect of the same houses and tenants, a second penalty could not be opposed.  The Bench over-
ruled the objection and fined defendant £1 and 7s costs.  Mr. Hopkins expressed his intention of applying for a 
summons against the local authority to show cause why a certificate should not be granted. 
Western Gazette March 08 1901 

 
1903 Theft of Gold Ring 

On Saturday, Ernest Viney, labourer, of Semley, was brought up in custody before Shaftesbury Magistrates charged 
with stealing a gold ring, value 25s, the property of Sarah Jane Gray, of Victoria-street, Shaftesbury. 

 
The complainant stated that on the 23

rd
 of September last she placed the ring in the drawer of a dressing-table, and 

missed it on 26
th
 September. In the meantime, prisoner has assisted in removing her furniture from Semley to 

Shaftesbury.  She consequently gave information to the police about a fortnight ago, and PC Bishop, having 
investigated the case, procured the ring on April 3

rd
.  Annie Gumbleton stated prisoner gave her the ring about five or 

six months ago at Bournemouth. 
 



PC Bishop stated that from information received he went to the Priory, Shaftesbury, where the last witness was 
engaged, and she handed him the ring in question.  He arrested prisoner subsequently on a warrant at Donhead St 
Andrew and charged him with the theft.   
 
On cautioning the prisoner he made no reply, but on the way to Shaftesbury he said “This is a foolish job.  I took the 
ring the day we removed the furniture, and when I was down to Bourne I gave it to the girl.”  Prisoner pleaded guilty 
stating that he picked up the ring after they had loaded the furniture.  The magistrates treated the case under the 
First Offender’s Act and bound prisoner over in the sum of £10 to be of good behaviour for six months. 
Western Gazette 10 April 1903 
 
Fire at Broad Oak 1909 
Broad Oak House, near Semley, the residence of Mr Armstrong, has been destroyed by fire.  The outbreak was 
discovered in the early morning and the inmates had to make a hurried exit.  The greater part of the furniture and the 
outbuildings were saved, but the main building was completely gutted. 
Western Gazette 19 November 1909 

 
1914 Shaftesbury-Semley Motor Service 

The much talked of motor service from Shaftesbury to Semley Station has at last been realised by the enterprising 
proprietor of the Grosvenor Hotel, Shaftesbury, Mr Borley, who has purchased two up to date motor ‘buses of the 
latest style.  Mr Borley is to be complimented on supplying this much felt want.   
 
The ‘buses started in earnest on Wednesday, and to celebrate the occasion he invited the Mayor of the Corporation 
to accompany him on the first trip to the Station.  The journey down and back was accomplished in 25 minutes. 
Western Gazette Friday 27 March 1914 

 
1918 Entertainment from Girl Guides 

Two successful entertainments (afternoon and evening), in aid of the Wiltshire Girl Guide County Funds, were held at 
Hays, Sedgehill, on January 10

th
, given by the lst Sedgehill and Semley Girl Guide Company.   

 
The principal items of the programme were two sketches, acted by the Guides and Miss Priscilla Ansdell, and 
“Nurseryrhymia”, the cast of which were P Ansdell, T Shaw-Stewart, K Doggrell, F Rogers, L Hayward, P Doggrell, R 
Bright, M S Shaw-Stewart, &c.  The acting of Miss Priscilla Ansdell as Kardasharpers and Miss T Shaw-Stewart as 
Prince Diamond was especially good.  Mrs Ansdell’s kind help at the piano was much appreciated.   
 
Other items were: whistling solo Miss Marian Davies, recitation Miss Gwendolen Wilkinson, violin solo Mr M Shaw-
Stewart, action song and club drill by the Girl Guides.  During the evening proficiency, badges gained by several of 
the Guides were presented to them by the County Commissioner, Mrs Shaw-Stewart.  The sum of £11 9s 6d was 
taken.  Grateful thanks are due to Mr J Doggrell and Mr C Creed for their invaluable assistance. 
Western Gazette Friday 18 January 1918 
 
Charity Dance 
A dance was held in the Institute on Wednesday week for the purpose of raising funds to purchase a donkey, car, 
&c., for a local man, Ebbie Stone, who unfortunately lost both feet whilst fighting in Gallipoli.  An enjoyable evening 
was spent, about 85 attending, from Donhead, East Knoyle, Tisbury, Gillingham and Semley, and it is hoped about 
£10 will be available.  The arrangements were in the hands of a Committee consisting of Messrs E G Coward, J Gray 
and C Woodford. 
Western Gazette February 01 1918 
 
Military Wedding  
On Wednesday week a military wedding took place at the Parish Church when Miss Ethel Everett, second daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Everett of the Post Office and until recently clerk at the GPO Dorchester, was married to Sergeant S C 
Toogood, Dorset Regiment, fourth son of Mr and Mrs W Toogood of Semley.   

 
The bride, who entered the church leaning on the arm of her father, who gave her away, was attired in a cream 
embroidered Indian silk dress, the gift of the bridegroom and wore a veil with wreath of orange blossom and white 
heather.  She carried a shower bouquet of chrysanthemums and myrtle, and was attended by six bridesmaids.  Mr C 
Foster, late of the Norfolk Regiment, acted as Best Man.  

 
Misses Hilda, Lily and Dorothy Everett (sisters of the bride), Miss Gertie Toogood (sister of the bridegroom) wore 
white voile dresses, black net hats, with white wreaths and carried ivory prayer books, the gift of the bridegroom, and 
two children.  Misses Kathleen and Doris Damon (nieces of the bridegroom) wore white dresses embroidered in pale 
blue and lace caps and carried baskets of chrysanthemums and myrtle with pale blue streamers.   

  
 

The service was conducted the by Rev. B. Brown of Affpuddle and Miss E Pearce ably presided at the organ. The 
hymns sung were “Lead us Heavenly Father Lead us” and “The Voice that Breathed o’er Eden”.  The organist also 
played “The Wedding March” during the signing of the register.  The happy couple left the church amid showers of 
confetti and merry peals were rung on the bells.  A reception was held at the bride’s home.   
 
The bride and bridegroom left later for Semley, with the good wishes of their friends.  The bride’s travelling dress was 
a navy coat frock and black net hat with white mount.  The presents numbered between fifty and sixty.   

 
The bridegroom, who recently returned home from India, has also seen service in France and Mesopotamia.                                                          
Western Gazette October 11 1918 
 



 
1924 Married 

Dec. 26, at the Parish Church, Semley, Walter Edward, eldest son of Mr and Mrs T E Wright, Vine Cottage, 
Swallowcliffe, to Lilian Annie, third daughter of Mr and Mrs G Toogood, Broad Oak Cottage, Semley. 
Western Gazette Friday 04 January 1924 

 
1926 Petrol Station Destroyed by Fire 

On Friday afternoon, a fire occurred in a petrol store attached to the factory of the United Dairies Ltd.  Two big barrels 
of petrol burst and the big blaze which resulted, gutted the shed, which was chiefly of galvanised iron.  The 
Shaftesbury Brigade was summoned and after a smart turnout, performed good service.                          
Western Gazette October 22 1926 
 

1927 Alleged Pollution of Semley Stream  
(Tisbury Guardians & District Council Meeting) 
The Medical Officer of Health (Dr Knight) presented a report on the stream at Semley, alleged to be polluted by the 
effluent from the United Dairies Factory.  He found that the filter arrangements were so unsatisfactory as to cause a 
nuisance by the smell and a hardship to those who had to use the stream for watering beasts.    
 
The Chairman (Mr D Combes) stated that a deputation from the Council had seen Mr Leonard Maggs, who informed 
them that the Company would cleanse the bed of the stream and extend the filter.  Mr Doggrell said the work had not 
been started yet, but Mr Churchill had informed him that they would put on any suitable labour that could be obtained.   
 
The Chairman said it was for the United Dairies to remedy the nuisance and the Council could not commit itself as to 
the manner in which it should be done.  Mr Waters (Committee member) thought that as the complaint had been 
justified by the medical reports, the Council should call upon the United Dairies to remedy the nuisance in six weeks.  
The Clerk pointed out that a statutory notice had already been served and said it would only delay matters if the 
Council served another notice.   

 
Colonel Kennedy Shaw (Committee Member):  Then I will move that a summons be issued.  Colonel Benett-Stanford 
(Committee Member) seconded.  Colonel Shaw said he would not press the proposal for a summons and the Clerk 
was directed to inform the United Dairies that the nuisance had become a matter of great urgency and to call upon 
them to take speedy action to improve the condition of the stream. 
Western Gazette Friday 26 August 1927   
 
Serious Charge against Dairyman 
A painful case was investigated by the Tisbury Magistrates (Mr W R Shaw-Stewart and Mr E Young) on Wednesday.  
John Gillingham, dairyman of Barker’s Hill, Semley, was brought up changed with an offence against a girl aged 13 
years and 11 months, the daughter of a widow.  The prisoner was represented by Mr L Williams (Messrs Trethowan 
& Vincent, Salisbury).  Supt Barrett prosecuted. 

 
The child, who stated that she was 14 on May 15

th
, gave evidence.  She said the prisoner (a middle aged man) 

promised her some cabbages if she would go to his allotment and on a subsequent occasion he asked her to meet 
him in a coppice saying that he would bring her some sweets.  In cross examination, she said she had been scolded 
by her mother for staying out late.  This happened on the occasions of her meetings with Gillingham.  She made no 
complaint to her mother until the police questioned her.  The mother and two other witnesses spoke to seeing 
Gillingham walking with the girl on the road, and the parish nurse stated that the child was in a certain condition.   
 
When arrested on a warrant by PS Sloper, Gillingham said “I am not guilty, and do not know anything about it.  This 
is the first I have heard of it”.  Prisoner was committed for trial to Wilts Assizes and was liberated on bail of £25 and 
his father’s surety of £25. 
Western Gazette Friday 07 September 1928 
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