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Originally known as the Benett’s Arms, the Inn dates from the mid-17

th
 century with 19

th
 century additions.  The name was 

changed to the Seymour Arms in the 1850’s.  
 
The  Inn played an important part in village life hosting sports, political and military meetings, club dinners and fetes.  It was the 
regular venue for the Friendly Society when the Black Horse closed in 1884, the East Knoyle Farmers’ Club through the mid 
1800’s, a favoured meeting place for the South & West Wilts Hunt and the British Legion in the 1920’s and 30’s, and the Slate 
Club until the late 1940’s. The Inn is currently closed (April 2014). 
 
1828 Hunting Appointments.  Mr Codrington’s Hounds will meet on Thursday at the Benett’s Arms at Knoyle at 10 o’clock. 

Salisbury and Winchester Journal 08 December 1828 
 

1840  Presentation of a Cabbage 
An extraordinary cabbage, presented by Mr Joseph Burch, of Milford-street, in this city (Salisbury), to Mr Robert 
White, was exhibited on Tuesday last, at his shop in the fish-market, of the amazing weight of 27 lbs.  This cabbage 
was of the Broad Battersea kind, and produced in the garden of Mr Spalding, of the Benett Arms Inn, Knoyle, Wilts 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 07 September 1840 

 
1841 On Tuesday week a poor fellow about 36 years of age, was discovered lying in the road, at East Knoyle, quite 

speechless and exhausted by cold and hunger.  He was immediately conveyed to the Benett’s Arms Inn, and soups 
and other nourishments were promptly supplied from Knoyle House.  The surgeon and overseers of the village, 
together with the landlord of the inn, were unremitting in their attention to the sufferer, but notwithstanding every effort 
was made to save him which humanity and medical skill could suggest, he expired the next day.  In the pockets of 
the deceased were found two pence, some horse-beans and a few religious tracts, one of which was aptly entitled “A 
sad scene.” 
Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette 14 January 1841 

 
1847 Died, Jan 30, at East Knoyle, aged 70, James Spalding, of the Benett’s Arms Inn.  

Salisbury and Winchester Journal 13 February 1847 
 
1847 BENETT’S ARMS INN, EAST KNOYLE, WILTS.   

Household Furniture, Brewing Utensils, Store Casks, Strong Beer, three Dairy Cows, Rick of Meadow Hay, &c.   
To be sold by auction, by Chas. Guy, on Tuesday, the 28

th
 of September, 1847 the whole of the household furniture, 

stock in trade, &c. of the above Inn, the property of Mr James Wigmore, leaving the same.   
 
The furniture consists of four post and field bedsteads with furniture, feather beds, mattresses, chests of drawers, 
dressing tables, oak linen chests, night conveniences, dressing glasses, blankets, sheets, and counterpanes; 
mahogany, oak, and deal tables; ash and stained chairs, 30 hour clock in oak case, two painted settles, cupboards, 
fenders and fire irons, pewter quarts, pints and spirit-measures; glasses, cups and jugs, tea-trays, knives and forks, 
copper fountain, kettles, saucepans, kitchen range, stove grates, iron furnace, with other usual and necessary 
requisites.  
 
In the Brewhouse and Cellar is an excellent three hogshead copper furnace, grate, and fixings; eighteen bushel 
mashing-tub and stand, three coolers and stands, copper bottomed hop strainer, oval tubs, water-casks, malt mill, 
&c; ten store casks, from two to twelve hogsheads each; several hogsheads and smaller casts, barrel hosing, salting 
silt, washing tubs, buckets, pails and 60 feet of metal piping;  about eight hogsheads of STRONG BEER, which will 
be sold in lots to suit purchasers.   
 
Three excellent Dairy Cows, well-seasoned in calf; about ten tons of Meadow Hay, water-carriage, and various other 
effects.  The whole will be sold without the least reserve; and, on account of the great number of lots, the sale will 
begin precisely at twelve o’clock.   
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 25 September 1847  

 
1847 Hindon Petty Sessions.  A licence was granted to Mr Ball, of Hindon, for keeping an alehouse called the Benett’s 

Arms, at East Knoyle, late in the occupation of James Wigmore. 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 20 November 1847 



1858 Found, on the 7
th
 Nov., a setter bitch, colour lemon and white. Whoever owns her may, by paying the advertisement 

and other expenses incurred, receive the same on application to Mr Henry Ball, Seymour Arms, East Knoyle 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 20 November 1858 

 
1858 The East Knoyle Farmers’ Club will hold their annual ploughing meeting in a field in the occupation of Messrs 

Rawlins, Pertwood, on Thursday the 11
th
 day of November 1858.  Open to Members of the Society only; all entries to 

be made in writing to the Secretary on or before the 25
th
 of October 1858.  There will be an Ordinary at the 

Seymour’s Arms East Knoyle.   
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 16

 
October 1858  

 
1860 East Knoyle Farmers’ Club.  The annual ploughing meeting in connection with this society is announced to come off 

on Thursday next.  The dinner will take place, as usual, at the Seymour’s Arms Inn, at half-past five o-clock. 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 24 November 1860  

 
1867 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Western Gazette 08 November 1867 

 
1871 Hindon Petty Sessions.  Albert Fletcher, of East Knoyle, was summoned for being drunk and incapable, in Summer-

time, on Sunday the 23
rd
 ult., about five o’clock in the afternoon.  The case was proved by Police-constable Bond and 

defendant was fined 5s and costs.   
 

Henry Ball, landlord of the Seymour’s Arms Inn, East Knoyle, was summoned for permitting drunkenness in his 
house, on the 23

rd
 ult.  Police-constable Bond said he visited defendant’s house at a quarter to six o’clock on the day.  

He saw Albert Fletcher sitting in the tap room with a pint of beer before him and saw him drink.  There were two other 
persons present.  He also visited again at eight o’clock on the same evening and found Fletcher asleep and at half-
past ten o’clock he saw him thrown out of the house by defendant’s son.  Defendant, in answer to the charge, said 
the other persons present were in his employ and that he merely allowed Fletcher to remain to prevent his prowling 
about the streets during …..  James Tanswell, one of the persons present, said that defendant refused to draw 
Fletcher any beer.  .…. Fletcher drank out of his cap.  The Bench took Tanswell’s statement into consideration, and 
after cautioning Ball against allowing drunken persons to remain in his house, ordered him to pay the expense of the 
summons. (newspaper feint in parts) 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 06 May 1871 

 

1875 Dinner for Poor People 
The poor of this parish, numbering about 40, have again shared in the hospitality and kind-heartedness of their 
respected neighbours, Mr and Mrs Thomas Harrison, on Tuesday last, equally dividing the number between the 
Black Horse Inn and the Seymour Arms Inn.  A capital dinner was provided for all who chose to attend.   
 
In the case of those who, from infirmities, were not able to attend, dinners were sent.  After dinner, each one was 
supplied with a glass of such liquor as they liked best, some spirits and water, and some beer, and a few with a less 
exciting beverage.  An hour was agreeably spent by the company in drinking the health of their benefactor.  In fact, 
they hardly knew how to sufficiently thank their friend.  They dispersed for their respective homes, greatly delighted 
and in thorough good spirits at about six o’clock. 
Western Gazette Friday 05 March 1875 
  

1879 Hindon Petty Sessions.  Albert Fletcher, of East Knoyle, was fined 5s and costs, on the evidence of PC Grant for 
being drunk on the night of the 16

th
 Aug., in that parish.  A second case arose out of this.   

 
Henry Ball, landlord of the Seymour Arms Inn, was summoned for permitting drunkenness on his premises.  PC 
Grant stated that he visited the above named Inn and saw defendant with others the worse for liquor, but would not 
swear that any of them were drunk.  A witness called for the defence said that Fletcher was not drunk when he went 
into the house, but that he was when he came out, notwithstanding that he had not been served with any drink.  After 
several witnesses had been called to prove that Fletcher had not been served with any liquor, the Bench decided to 
convict Mr Ball in a penalty of £2 and costs, and ordered the conviction to be endorsed on the license. 
Western Gazette 05 September 1879  

 
1881 Hindon Petty Sessions.  Philip Snook, upholsterer, of East Knoyle, who was charged with drunkenness on the 12

th
 

ult, was now charged with being at the Seymour Arms at 10.30am on Sunday, the 16
th
 ult.  PC Grant proved the case 

and defendant was fined 10s and costs.   
 

Henry Ball, landlord of the Seymour Arms, was summoned for having his house open for the sale of beer during 
prohibited hours.  This case arose as a sequel to the last.  This being defendant’s third conviction, his license was 
withdrawn. 
Western Gazette 04 November 1881 

 
1884 General Servant wanted immediately; an active girl, who is fond of children.  Mrs King, Seymour Arms, East Knoyle, 

Salisbury  
Western Gazette 05 December 1884  



1885 The Estate Dinner, which for many years has been given by the two principal landed proprietors (Hon  Percy 
Wyndham and Mr A Seymour) took place on Friday, January 2

nd
, at the Seymour Arms.  The spread reflected credit 

on the worthy host and hostess, Mr and Mrs King. (part article only) 
 

1885 Hindon Petty Sessions.  John Flowers, of East Knoyle, was summoned for refusing to quit the Seymour Arms and 
otherwise misbehaving on licensed premises.  Mr C King and PC Grant gave evidence and defendant was fined 5s 
and costs or 14 days. 
Western Gazette Friday 11 September 1885 
  

1890 Nurse or mother’s help wanted.  Also good general servant.  Plain cooking.  Good references.  Not under 20.  Mrs 
King, Seymour Arms, East Knoyle, near Hindon 
Western Gazette 21 March 1890 

 
1894 Hunting Appointments.  The South and West Wilts Foxhounds meet on Monday at the Seymour Arms, East Knoyle   

Hampshire Advertiser 20 January 1894  
 
1895 Rent Audit.  The Lady-day audit of the Hon Percy Wyndham was held on Wednesday evening, the 19

th
 inst. at the 

Seymour’s Arms.  Before parting, a vote of thanks was carried to Mr King for his excellent catering.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette 28 June 1895 
 

1897 Mere Petty Sessions.  James Garrett, charged with being quarrelsome at the Seymour Arms at Knoyle on 22
nd

 
March, and refusing to quite when requested to do so by the landlord, pleaded guilty and was fined 2s 6d and costs. 
Western Gazette 26 March 1897 

 
1897 Lost, on Friday, July 30

th
, between East Knoyle and Tisbury, Trap Rug.  Finder rewarded.   C King, Seymour Arms, 

East Knoyle, near Salisbury 
Western Gazette 13 August 1897  

 
1899 On Thursday week the members of the Friendly Society held their annual feast.  The church bells rang out a merry 

peal and although the weather was cold, it kept dry.  After parading the streets the members all attended Divine 
Service in the parish church, the sermon being preached by the Rev Canon Milford.  Afterwards all adjourned to the 
Rectory lawn where the Mere Brass Band played a capital selection of music which was greatly appreciated.  This 
was followed by dinner in the school-room …. the dinner was provided by Mr C King of the Seymour Arms and was 
capitally served.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette 02 June 1899  
 

1912 The festival and fete (which is not always an annual one) of the East Knoyle, Semley and Tisbury Lodges of the 
Wiltshire Working Men’s Conservative Benefit Society took place on Wednesday at East Knoyle.  After the service 
the procession was re-formed, and the members proceeded to the rear of the Seymour Arms where a spacious 
marquee had been erected. Here the dinner was held, there being a large attendance, including several ladies. A first 
class repast was provided by Mr C King of the Seymour Arms (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 02 August 1912 
 

1913 Death: Dec 16, at the Seymour Arms, East Knoyle, Mr Charles King, in his 65
th
 year.  

Western Gazette 26 December 1913  
 
1914 On Tuesday, the marriage took place at the Parish Church of Mr John Charles King, second son of the late Mr 

Charles King, of the Seymour Arms, East Knoyle, and Miss Bessie Kate Broadway, youngest daughter of the late Mr 
James Broadway, of Barrow-street, Mere.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette 17 April 1914 

 
1926 Keepers’ Dinner.  The gamekeepers, earth-stoppers and covert owners of the South and West Wilts Hunt were 

entertained on Wednesday at the Seymour Arms East Knoyle by the Master (Mr J Bell).  The afternoon was spent 
clay pigeon shooting and although the weather was hazy and visibility poor, some remarkably good shooting was 
witnessed by the large gathering present. (part article only) 
Western Gazette 03 September 1926  

  
1927 Genial Company of Sportsmen.  The South and West Wilts Hunt (East Knoyle District) farmers’ dinner was held at 

the Seymour Arms, East Knoyle, on Saturday.  About 50 farmers and friends were present and the function proved a 
great success.  An excellent course dinner was provided by Mr Sanson, and in an atmosphere of cordial friendship 
and geniality the remainder of the evening was pleasantly spent.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette 25 March 1927  
 

1930 By invitation of the Master of the South and West Wilts Hunt, Mr I Bell, some eighty gamekeepers and many well-
known hunting gentlemen, followers of the Hunt, met at the Seymour Arms East Knoyle for the annual clay bird 
shooting competitions and dinner….. At the excellent course dinner, served by Mr Sanson, the toast list was 
conspicuous by its absence, but in expressing his great pleasure in again entertaining the gamekeepers and earth-
stoppers of the Hunt, the Master warmly thanked them for their care and preservation of foxes. (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 04 July 1930 

 
1934  British Legion.  A smoking concert took place in the Seymour Arms Club-room on Wednesday evening, members 

attending from Knoyle and the Semley sub-branch. (part article only) 
Western Gazette 13 April 1934  

 



1937  The entire village was shocked to hear, on Tuesday, of the death of Mrs Sanson, wife of Mr S Sanson, licensee of 
the Seymour Arms, East Knoyle.   (part article only) 
Western Gazette 18 June 1937 
 

1946 There was a large attendance at the Red Lion Hotel Salisbury on Tuesday when the East Knoyle Estate was offered 
for sale by Messrs Rawlence & Squarey acting under instructions from the executors of the late Miss J M Seymour.  
The estate, which consists of 962 acres, includes the mansion known as Knoyle House.  Other properties included in 
the estate were the Seymour Arms Hotel.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette 05 April1946  
  

 
 
 
 

Year Landlord    Source 
 
1820 James Spalding   East Knoyle Baptism Register 1820/23/25/28 
1840 James Spalding   S & W Journal 07 Sept 1840 
1841  James Spalding   East Knoyle Census 1841 
 
1847 James Wigmore   Transfer of Licence S & W Journal 20 Nov1847   
 
1847 Henry Ball   Transfer of Licence S & W Journal 20 Nov1847 
1848 Henry (Thos) Ball   Kelly’s Directory 1848 
1851 Henry (Thos) Ball   East Knoyle Census 1851  
1861 Henry Ball   East Knoyle Census 1861  
1871 Henry Ball   East Knoyle Census 1871 
1881 Henry Ball   East Knoyle Census 1881  
 
1884 Charles King   Western Gazette 05 Dec 1884 
1891 Charles King   East Knoyle Census 1891  
1901 Charles King   East Knoyle Census 1901 
1913 Charles King   Western Gazette 26 December 1913  
 
1923     (People’s Refreshment House) Kelly’s Directory 1923 
 
1925 Stanley Sanson   East Knoyle Electoral Register 1925 
1931 Stanley Sanson   Kelly’s Directory 1931 
1939 Stanley Sanson   Kelly’s Directory 1939 
 
1960 Henry & Winifred Harrison  East Knoyle Electoral Register 1960 
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