
Inquest - Montague Penney 1934 
 

Mr Montague Penney, a tennis courts groundsman, of Newtown, near Tisbury, died in Salisbury 
Infirmary on Monday morning from severe head injuries which resulted from a motor-cycling accident 
near his home on the previous Thursday evening.  For some unexplained reason, he crashed into 
two pedestrians, Mr F J Gilbert of Fonthill Gifford, and Miss Edith Rose Bailey of Hatch, who were 
walking along the road together. 
 
The City Coroner, Mr M A Wilson, sat with a jury of which Mr Sidney Pothecary was foreman.  
Inspector Townsend, of Tisbury, was present. 
 
William Penney, a tractor driver, of Newtown, Tisbury, a brother, gave evidence of identification.  
Montague Penney, he said, was 28 years of age, single, and employed as a tennis courts 
groundsman.  He lived with witness at Newtown.  The accident happened when his brother was 
returning on his motor cycle from Salisbury. 
  

Witness was knocked up by a lad at about 9.50pm and told to come down the road where the accident had happened, about 
150 yards from his house.  Before he got to the spot he met his brother being helped along by two people.  They got him back 
to the house and sent for the doctor, who had him taken in an ambulance that evening to Salisbury Infirmary.  His brother never 
spoke to him at all.  He had had this motor cycle, a BSA, more than four years.  His eyesight was all right; he was a good rider. 
 
Francis Joseph Gilbert, a baker’s roundsman, living at Greenwich Lane, Fonthill Gifford, said that on the previous Thursday 
evening he left his home at 8.50 to escort his young lady, Miss Edith Rose Bailey, from Fonthill to Hatch.  They had left the 
Fonthill road and were crossing the road from Tisbury to get to their proper side when he heard a motor cycle and saw its light 
about a hundred yards down the Tisbury road.  The motor cycle was overtaking them. 
 
They got to their left hand side of the road.  Miss Bailey was walking on the inside near the left bank and had hold of his arm.  
Witness was pushing his cycle, on the rear of which was a red reflector.  They had gone about ten or twelve yards from where 
they crossed over when the motor cycle, instead of passing them as they thought it would, crashed into them, hitting them both.  
They were both knocked down.  When witness, who was nearly knocked out, came around, he saw Penney three or four feet in 
front of him lying in the road struggling and trying to get up.  Witness was bruised all down the left side, his left foot was hurt 
and he had a cut on the head. 
 
It was a clear, moonlight night, and the road was quite dry.  He was rather surprised that the motor cycle came on them so 
soon because there seemed to be hardly any light showing on the machine.  He and Miss Bailey and witness’s cycle were 
taking up about four feet of the road, and there was room in the road for a car at least to pass.  He could not judge the speed 
very well, but he thought the cyclist was going fairly fast.  After picking himself up he went to the motor cyclist and helped him to 
his feet.  Penney did not say anything.  He and another man got hold of him and led him along but the farther he went, the 
weaker he became.  There was no traffic on the road; there was no question of Penney having been dazzled by headlights. 
 
Replying to a juryman, witness said he did notice any flies about which might have got into the motor cyclist’s eyes.  The road 
at this point was practically straight.  It should have been possible for the motor cyclist to have seen them ten or 15 yards 
before he got to them.  He heard no horn. 
 
Edith Rose Bailey, a housemaid at Hatch House, said she was hit by the motor cycle on the right hip and the right knee and 
thrown to the ground.  She was walking close to the bank on the near side and touched the hedge as they were going along.  
The motor cyclist ran between her and Mr Gilbert. 
 
George Henry Bennett, estate labourer, of Hatch, said that on Thursday evening at 9.30 he came out of the Newtown Reading 
room.  He heard a motor cycle approaching from the Tisbury road.  He saw it about 150 yards away and he was going into the 
road to stop it to ask Penney to have a game of billiards.  He had a very poor light on the machine.  Witness could see a man 
and woman walking towards him on the left hand side of the road.  The motor cyclist came round a slight bend and he 
appeared to go between the man, Mr Gilbert, and his cycle.  Witness was about ten yards from the spot where the accident 
happened.  Penney seemed to wobble towards witness after running into the pedestrians and came on about 20 feet.  His 
machine then turned over and Mr Penney was lying in the road with the motor cycle and the push cycle across his legs.  
Witness judged his speed at 25 mph.  When they got Penney to his feet, witness asked him if he was hurt and he said, “No, I’m 
quite all right”. 
 
Dr T R F Raw, house surgeon at the Infirmary, said that Mr Penney, upon admission on Thursday evening, was semi-
conscious, but was able to answer a question at once.  He had a fractured skull and the brain was badly lacerated on the left 
side.  He continued until Sunday, when he became completely unconscious and his temperature rose to over 107 degrees.  He 
died at 7.55am on Monday. 
 
The Coroner, addressing the jury, said that why the motor cyclist should have gone straight into the two pedestrians he 
supposed none of them could tell.  They had had evidence that the light on his machine was not a very strong one.  At the 
same time it was a clear night and Miss Bailey was wearing a light dress.  He could only assume that Mr Penney came round 
the slight bend possible with his head down.  Certainly he could not have been keeping a proper lookout.  Unfortunately he was 
the one who had suffered fromwhat, in the jury’s opinion, might have been careless driving.   
 
The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death. 
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