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1804 Married 

On Tuesday was married, at the Abbey Church, Bath, the Rev Charles Barker, Canon of Wells and Rector of Semley 
in this county, to Miss C E Blacker, daughter of the Rev Dr Blacker, of Wells 

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 16 January 1804 
1843 New Pews for St Leonard’s 

It is proposed to re-pew the parish church of Semley, in this county, the old seats being very much decayed and 
otherwise badly arranged.  The re-pewing will afford increased accommodation for the inhabitants of this little village, 
which is much needed, the population being about 700, and there being church room for rather more than 250 only. 

Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette December 21 1843 
1844 St Leonard’s Open  

The parish Church of Semley, near Shaftesbury, having been enlarged, re-seated and extensively repaired, was 
opened for Divine Service on 24

th
 ult.  The increase of accommodation amounts to 130 sittings, the whole of which 

are free and unappropriated.                                                         
Hampshire Advertiser October 05 1844 

1859 Rector’s Will 
The Rev. Ralph Ord, Rector of Semley, Dorset, who died a few days ago at the age of 85, has by his will made the 
following munificent bequests: To the Incorporated Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, £2,400; to the 
Incorporated Society for Building and Enlarging Churches and Chapels, £2,400; besides bequests to local charities. 

Salisbury and Winchester Journal 07 May 1859 
1872 Memorial Window 

Mr V Fane Benett-Stanford, of Pyt House, has just caused to be erected a large stained glass window in the east end 
of Semley Church, over the alter, in memory of his late father, the Rev. Arthur Fane, who, during a long course of 
years, rendered most valuable and important services to this county, when particularly during the more active part of 
his life, when he was Vicar of Warminster and Rector of Boyton.  The subjects of the window are, the Crucifixion, with 
St John on one side, and the Blessed Virgin on the other.  The glass is by the well-known firm of Clayton and Bell. 

Salisbury and Winchester Journal November 09 1872 
1878 Death 

September 19 at Semley Rectory, Wilts, the Rev. Henry Hall, Rector of Semley, aged 65. 
Western Daily Press September 24 1878 

 
1879 The Dean and Chapter of Christ Church have presented the Rev Louis Kercheval Hilton, M.A., Chaplain of Magdalen 

and Christ Church, Oxford, to the Rectory of Semley, Wilts, vacant by the death of the Rev Henry Hall.  The living is 
of the value of £600 with house. 

Hampshire Advertiser Saturday 04 January 1879 
 Two New Windows 

This church has recently been enriched with two stained glass windows.  The parishioners have erected a three-light 
window in the chancel, representing the Good Shepherd, St Leonard, and St Peter, in memory of the Rev H Hall, the 
late rector, in memory of whom a large handsome brass has also been inserted in the wall.   

 
Mrs Benett-Stanford has placed a stained window in the nave, as a thank-offering, for the recovery of her son from a 
dangerous illness last Christmas.  The subject is young children being brought to the Saviour to be blessed.  Messrs 
Heaton of Garrick Street Covent Garden London executed both works. 

Western Gazette Friday 23 May 1879 
1882 New Church Window 

A painted window, from the studio of Mr Taylor of Berners Street, has been erected in Semley Church by Mr V F 
Benett-Stanford, in memory of seven of his brother officers of the 43

rd
 Regiment who fell at the assault of the Gate Pa 

Fort, New Zealand, on April 30
th
 1864. 

Western Gazette December 22 1882 
 
1896 On Friday, St. Leonard’s Day, services were held at St. Leonard’s Church in the morning and evening, this being the 

21
st
 anniversary of its dedication.  A parochial tea was held in the afternoon and after evening service there was a 

social entertainment in the school-room, the following taking part:  Rev L K Hilton, Mr B Pike, Mrs Burch, Miss Read, 
Miss T Baker and Miss Ford. 

Western Gazette Friday 13 November 1896 
 
 

 



 
1898 Dedication of New Window 

There was a special service at St Leonard’s Church on Sunday afternoon, the purpose being to receive and dedicate 
a painted window in the north aisle of the building to the memory of the late Mr Joseph and Mrs Elizabeth Miles who 
lived in the parish a great number of years.  Mrs Miles was a native of Semley and both she and her husband took 
considerable interest in matters and affairs associated with the church and proved useful helpers in many ways.  The 
window in question is erected by their children and is a beautiful specimen of this kind of art, some of the work, 
particularly the tracery, being especially meritorious. 

  
There are two lights and the subjects are somewhat uncommon in this country - St Joseph of Arimathea and St 
Elizabeth of Hungary.  The figures are on a background of roundels and surrounded by a wider border of foliage with 
birds and beasts playing among the branches.  Tracery surmounts the lights.  At the feet of the saints kneel the 
figures of the donors’ father and mother, whom the window is designed to commemorate.   

 
The Annunciation is represented in the tracery lights and the centre quarter foil contains the lily with the Crucifixion 
mystically figured thereon, the Blessed Virgin Mary and St Gabriel occupying the side openings.  The window is the 
work of Mr J Fisher of Fulham London, the designing having been carried out by Mr J Eden, Staple Inn London W.C.  

  
The dedication service was held on Sunday as that was the dedication festival of the Church, the patron saint of 
which is St Leonard.  The service was held in the afternoon and was of a short and simple character.  The window 
was offered to the parish by Mr Joseph Miles and the Rector, the Rev. L.K. Hilton, accepted it.  A few prayers, hymns 
and vesicles followed.  Beneath the window is a brass plate on which are the following words:  “To the glory of God 
and in loving memory of Joseph and Elizabeth Miles who were married in the church of this parish on 20

th
 Dec. 1848, 

and who now lie at rest in the Church of St John Woking.  This window is erected by their children, St. Leonard’s 
Day, A.D. 1898” 

The Western Gazette Friday November 11 1898 
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