
Catholic Benefit Society Fete 1930 
 

Dwindling Membership - Lord Arundell’s Appeal 
 

 
The Old Wardour Catholic Benefit Society annual fete took place on Whit 
Monday in the grounds of Old Wardour Castle.  The weather was perfect 
and the magnificent setting was at its best.  The late holiday found the 
grounds ablaze with rhododendrons and at the height of their summer 
verdure.   
 
The only unpleasing aspect of the gathering, indeed, was the dwindling 
members of the Society.  Whilst the finances are in a flourishing 
condition, the gaps being created every year by the passing of older 
members are not being filled, and as each Whit-Monday comes round, 
the deficiency becomes more evident.  The loss is not only the Society’s, 
who feel acutely the need of fresh blood, but the community must 
inevitably suffer by the decay of an institution which for more than a 
hundred years has fostered a warm and healthy family spirit. 
 
 

The situation was referred to at the annual dinner, which was held in the banqueting room, over which the President, Father S 
St John, presided.  He was supported by Lord Arundell of Wardour, Miss Despencer-Robertson, Major J Despencer-Robertson, 
Father Philip St John (Tisbury), Mr W R Shaw-Stewart, Dr J Knight, Mr E Young, Mr A Flower, Mr Escott, Mr W Lever, Mr F 
Gurd, Mr J Gurd, Mr G Gurd, and the secretary, Mt. H J Gurd. 
 
After the feast, “The Pope and the King”, Dr Knight proposed the health of the guests.  He extended a cordial welcome to Major 
and Miss Despencer-Robertson on their first visit and expressed regret that they had not brought with them their old and 
constant friend, Mr Hugh Morrison.  They were hoping next year, however, to see Mr Morrison with them again. 
 
Major Despencer-Roberson, who was cordially received, acknowledged the compliment paid him and his sister by the invitation 
and said he himself had a two-fold pleasure in coming.  First, because it was the first occasion upon which he had the chance 
of making their acquaintance and secondly, because it was the first occasion upon which he had had the pleasure of becoming 
a subscriber to the Society.  He was glad to say that their old friend Mr Hugh Morrison was really at long last on the high road to 
recovery.  (applause).  He understood he was well enough now to leave London and to come down to Fonthill. 
 
Mr E Cadley, in proposing the health of Lord Arundell and family, expressed the wish that Lord Arundell would stay amongst 
them a bit more, for from what he could see of the small gathering that they wanted somebody to stimulate the Society and to 
make it a bit more lively than it was now.  In giving the toast he voiced the hope of all members that they would have with them 
the Arundell family for many years to come.  (applause). 
 
Where are the Young Men? 
Lord Arundell said that as most of them knew, his family had been keenly interested in their Society ever since it had been 
founded and although now the family was smaller than formerly, they took the same interest and they did in the past.  (hear, 
hear).  His Lordship, continuing, expressed concern at the dwindling number of the Society who attended that annual gathering, 
and said he hoped the Secretary or someone would give them a reason for it.  The majority of the present membership were 
elderly men who had reached, as he himself had, the age at which they must expect infirmities.  That meant calling upon the 
funds of the Society.  They saw the same older men there every year, but what they wanted to know was, where were the 
young people who were to follow them?   
 
The reason for the absence of young people in the Society that he had in mind might be different from the reason that would be 
given by the Secretary.  He himself felt that the present position might have been saved if, some years ago, the Society had 
stretched out its hands and helped a bit more with their funds.  If there were other Societies who paid more benefits than that 
Society paid, then he thought their Society might have made equal terms and even if they did this at a loss, they would have 
gained by having more younger members coming on.  As it was, he was afraid they had allowed them to go to other Societies.   
 
There might be another reason.  Perhaps the parents of the young folk had not allowed them to come in.  He would like to know 
the reason because it was really very sad for members of his family to come up there and see the same members every year 
who stuck to the Club and to see only one or two young men among them.  There was no offence in his remarks; it was simply 
the desire on the part of his family not to see the Club go out.  (hear, hear).   
 
Lord Arundell closed with a sympathetic reference to the losses of members sustained during the year.  He was sorry that since 
he had been away there had passed into another world Mr William Parsons and Mr James Mullins.  He added that he was 
extremely sorry that his son was unable to be present.  It was his great wish to be present, but he was at Oxford, and although 
there was a vacation, he had to put in his work because he had to get through his examinations and he had only one year to do 
what it took two or three years for other people to do. 
 
Increased Benefits 
The Secretary, responding to the toast of “The Society”, said he would like to apologise to Miss Despencer-Robertson for being 
the only lady present.  That was not his fault for she was not the only lady who was invited.  He had received letters regretting 
their absence from Mr Hugh Morrison MP, Colonel the Hon George Herbert, Mr Michael Shaw-Stewart, Major Sir Henry 
Crofton, Mr John Morrison, Major Broadhead, Lord Seymour and Mr O’Kelly (Mr O’Kelly was absent owing to a recent 
bereavement), Mr Slade, Mr Blake and Mr Prynne.  Donations had been received from Mr Morrison, Mr Blake and Mr O’Kelly.  
With regard to the Society’s balance sheet, they had rather a heavy year.  They paid out in sickness benefits a total of £106 18s 
8d and in funeral benefits, £15.  Three members died during the year, and they admitted two new adults and three juveniles. 



In answer to Lord Arundell’s question, he would like to say that in his opinion the National Health Insurance Act was almost 
entirely responsible for the fact that the young fellows did not join their Society, for the simple reason that two thirds of them, 
having joined up under that Act, as they were compelled to do, did not bother about any Society at all.  Every society, large and 
small, found the same thing.  Yet there were many lads in that neighbourhood who could join and ought to do so, because of 
the very real advantage it would be to them.  (hear, hear).   
 
He had been told that their benefits were far higher than some paid by the bigger societies.  If a lad joined their Society at 18 he 
received the following benefits for a subscription of 2s 4d each two months: 10s a week for 26 weeks, 5s a week for 26 weeks, 
and 2s 6d a week for 52 weeks, which he was quite sure were as good as any Society could pay.   
 
In regard to the approved side of their Society he was glad to say that since the met last year they had received the result of the 
third valuation, and as a result of that they had been able to maintain their old sickness benefit which had been paid for the last 
five years, which was 20s per week for men and 17s for women; disablement, men and women, 10s a week.  In addition they 
were able to give dental treatment, surgical appliances, and optical treatment, which was a very good result.  (hear, hear).  In 
regard to dental treatment, they hoped from the 16

th
 July next to pay the whole cost.  For surgical appliances they paid half, and 

for optical treatment they could pay up to 15s per pair of spectacles.  He only wished the older members and parents would do 
their best to induce the younger people to join so as to increase the numbers and increase even those benefits.  (hear, hear). 
 
Then came the toast of “The Oldest Member” proposed by the Secretary, and Mr Tom Street, who still holds that honour, 
replied.  He lamented the vast amount of unemployment there was in the country, and declared that he wished they could have 
the times of Mr Gladstone back again when the labourer had 12s a week and two fat pigs in the sty.  (laughter and hear, hear).  
“We were better off then than we are now” he added.  “I call labourers paupers now”. 
 
The President proposed “The health of Mr Gale, the caterer” (of The Crown Inn Tisbury) and Mr Gale replied.  Finally, the 
health of the president was drunk on the proposition of Mr Shaw-Stewart and Father St John acknowledged the hearty 
reception given to the compliment. 

 
 
The Maypole 
After dinner, the members, wearing their sashes, and the visitors, followed out 
the age-long custom of forming a procession, led by the Club banner and the 
band, and marching around the ancient castle.  By this time more folk had arrived 
from the neighbouring villages.   
 
The rest of the afternoon was spent in enjoying the magnificent setting, watching 
the maypole, which was so well danced by children from the Wardour Schools, 
listening to the Ansty Band, which played on the green, and participating in 
various competitions that were dotted about the grounds.  
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