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1932 Death 
Much sympathy was felt for Mr and Mrs Board and family, of Marshes Farm, in the death of their daughter, Miss Ethel 
Ellen Board, at the early age of 26, after a long illness.  The funeral took place on Friday, the family mourners being 
Mr and Mrs Board (father and mother), Mrs Welsh, Misses M E and D Board (sisters), Messrs WE, AJ and F Board 
(brothers), Mr T Board and Mr Willie (uncles).  There were many beautiful floral tributes.                      
Western Gazette February 19 1932 

  
Sites for New Houses 
On the recommendation of the Housing Committee, it was resolved that a site for Semley houses should be acquired 
from the United Dairies Ltd at a cost of £100 for the acre of land.  In reference to the Donhead St Mary houses, the 
Committee advised that the Council should negotiate with the Wardour Estate for the purchase of a site extending to 
half an acre in West End Lane and also to enquire whether the Wardour Estate would be willing to supply cottages 
on that site with a water supply.  The Council decided to act on the recommendation.  
 
It was further resolved that the houses should be of non parlour type, with three bedrooms.  The Chairman said he 
hoped that the Housing Committee would not erect any of the houses facing north. 
Western Gazette April 01 1932 

 
Funeral 
The funeral of Mr William Ford of Hindon Road Tisbury and late of Hook Farm Semley took place on Saturday.  The 
family mourners were Messrs Charles, Fred and Morley Ford (sons), Mrs Brown (daughter), Mrs C Ford and Mrs F 
Ford (daughters in law), Miss C Ford and Mr E Ford (grandchildren), Messrs Fred and George Burt (nephews), Mrs G 
Bull (niece) and Mr G Bull.   
 
Among those who were present were Messrs J Jolliffe and W Burlington (late employees), Messrs A C Randall, T 
Doggrell, E Herrington, F Cole, W King, W Card, W Pitman, F Knight, Mrs Grocott, Miss Read and many others.  The 
bearers were Messrs K Burden, R Hounsell, S Scammell and G Hurst.   
 
The service was conducted by the Rev Mason of Fonthill Gifford.  The service was choral with Mr Freestone of 
Tisbury at the organ.  The hymns sung were “Now the Labourer’s Task is O’er” and “Rock of Ages”.  There were 
many beautiful floral tributes.  Mr Ford lived at Hook Farm nearly 50 years. 
Western Gazette July 29 1932 
 
Semley Licensee Assaulted 1932 
At Tisbury Sessions yesterday (Thursday) Samuel Chapman, woodman, of Semley Lodge, West Tisbury, was 
summoned for assaulting Sydney Langford at Semley on August 18

th
; also for refusing to quit the Benett Arms 

Semley and for maliciously damaging a pane of glass in the front door, the damage amounting to 10s.  He pleaded 
guilty to all the charges.   

 
Mr. L Williams, who appeared on the instructions of the West Wilts Licensed Victuallers’ Association, said licensees 
had enough trouble without being put on by men who became disorderly and violent.   

 
The facts were that at 9pm on August 18

th
, Chapman started a song.  The landlord, Sydney Langford, objected to the 

singing, but Chapman persisted in it.  A second remonstrance led to defendant inviting the landlord to “come outside” 
and he also gave Mr Langford a smack on the face.  Chapman was told to leave the premises, but he refused to go 
out and after he had given Mr Langford another smack on the face, he was put out.  The house closed at 10pm.  
Defendant returned after the door was closed and broke a pane of glass, apparently by means of his fist.   

 
Capt Hastings (a magistrate) enquired whether the defendant was sober.   
Mr Langford:  He had not taken too much, I could not refuse him.   
Defendant:   If I had not taken too much, I should remember what happened.  I can’t say anything because I do not 
remember anything about it.   
The Chairman (Mr W R Shaw-Stewart):  You are not in the habit of making yourself a nuisance, are you?   
Defendant:  Certainly not.   

 
Defendant was fined 10s in each case, was ordered to pay costs, and was bound over to be of good behaviour for 
twelve months.      Western Gazette September 16 1932  

 
1933     Salisbury Bankruptcy Court 

A receiving order was made in the Salisbury Bankruptcy Court on Wednesday on the debtor’s petition against 
Theodore Bridge Stainer and Wilfred Leonard Stainer, both residing at Church Green, Semley, formerly carrying on 
business in partnership at Semley and at Swallowcliffe, under the name of T B & W L Stainer, Motor Engineers. 
Western Gazette Friday 03 March 1933 
 
 
 

 



Presentation 
A presentation was made privately by Mr Bartlett and Mr Herrington on behalf of the subscribers to Mr Cole, on his 
leaving Semley.  It was in appreciation of the interest he had taken in the parish and the church, of which he was a 
warden for several years.  The list of subscribers, numbering between 50 and 60, was handed to Mr Cole on 
Thursday and the gift, which will be an invalid chair, is to be purchased and sent to him at his new home at 
Damerham.  Mr and Mrs Cole thank the many kind friends for the gift, which will be most useful. 
Western Gazette Friday 06 October 1933 

 
Tisbury Petty Sessions - End of Term Dispute 
John Busby, Kirton Farm, Semley, was summoned for failing to send a boy to school on October 18

th
.  Mr T W 

Wright, the attendance officer, said the defendant had told him he had determined that the boy should not go to 
school till the end of term.   
 
Defendant said his son was 14 on October 3

rd
, and he paid a visit to Trowbridge in September with a view to getting 

the boy excused from attendance after the holidays.  They would not agree to this.  He told them the boy was 
weeding the school grounds and running errands and that he could do these things at home.  They would not excuse 
the attendance.  Witness withdrew the boy in consequence of something that happened at the school and the boy 
was now attending a private school at Donhead.  Mr Wright said it was not a satisfactory school for a child of 14.   
Defendant was fined 5s and made an order that the boy should be sent to an efficient school till the end of the term.  
Western Gazette Friday 17 November 1933 

 
Wife’s Driving Lesson 
Harry S C Tanner, Streatham, London, was summoned for driving an uninsured car at Semley on September 20

th
 

and Reginald B Dunford, The Marshes, Semley, for permitting the offence.  There were summonses against Elsie E 
Dunford and Reginald B Dunford for a similar offence on the same dates.  The car in question was only insured when 
driven by the owner.   
Dunford said his wife went out with the car and Tanner took the wheel to show her how to change gear.  He thought 
the policy cove red his wife’s driving.  Supt Barrett said he agreed that there had been a misunderstanding.  A 
nominal fine of 2s 6d was imposed on each of the defendants, but the Chairman said it was of importance that car 
owners should read their policies and see that everything was in order. 
Western Gazette Friday 17 November 1933 
 

1934 Diptheria Outbreak 
Owing to a case of diphtheria outbreak in the parish on Friday, the Schools could not be used for the Women’s 
Institute whist drive in the evening, and it was thought it would have to be postponed.  Mr and Mrs Herrington, 
however, kindly offered to have the whist drive at their house, which the President accepted. 
Western Gazette Friday 21 December 1934 

 
1936 Three Hurt in Fire 

Three people including an old lady of 90, were injured in a fire which broke out at Corner Farm, Semley, the 
residence of Mr Coward, on Thursday evening last week.  Apparently, Mr and Mrs Coward were in the living room at 
the house and a spirit lamp upset or exploded.  Furniture became ignited and Mr Coward received extensive burns 
on the face and body, and his clothing was considerably damaged.   
 
Mrs Coward received burns and suffered from shock, and their 90 years-old mother, who was in bed in a room 
above, was in danger.  She was rescued, but was found to be suffering considerably from shock and the effect of 
fumes.  Mr and Mrs Coward also left the building and with the assistance of Mr Tompkins, of Shaftesbury, all three 
were taken to Shaftesbury Hospital where they were detailed for treatment.  Meanwhile, the Shaftesbury Fire Brigade 
arrived, under Chief Officer H C Rutter, and within a short time, the flames were extinguished.  Although a partition 
was burned down, the fire was prevented from spreading to other parts of the house.  Mr Coward’s son, who was in 
the house at the time, was uninjured. 
Western Gazette Friday 17 January 1936 

 
1937  Christmas at the Church 

The bells were rung early on Christmas morning.  The church had been tastefully decorated with holly, evergreens 
and chrysanthemums by members of the Church Council.  The services on Christmas day were at seven, eight and 
eleven o’clock.  At the end of the evening service on Sunday, carols were sung and enjoyed by the congregation.  Mr 
C W Clements was at the organ. 
Western Gazette Friday 31 December 1937 

 
Red and White Christmas Wedding 
The wedding was solemnised at St Leonard’s Church on Christmas-day, of Miss Marjorie Kate Cole, of Broad Oak 
Cottage, Semley, and Mr Frederick John Edwards, second son of Mr and Mrs Edwards, of Donhead St Mary.  (part 
article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 31 December 1937 

 
1938  Foot and Mouth Outbreak 

An outbreak occurred at Bowmarsh Farm, Semley, the premises of Mr S J Young, on Monday, involving 23 head of 
cattle and 79 sheep.  The whole of the animals were slaughtered the same day and immediate steps were taken to 
prevent the spread of the disease.  A two mile standstill limit was imposed but as the farm is in the midst of an 
infected area, restrictions will not need to be extended. 
Western Gazette Friday 21 January 1938 
 
 
  



Funeral 
Mr Harry Hayward, who had been in ill health for a long time, passed away at his residence, Sem Hill, on November 
29

th
, at the age of 74.  The funeral was on Friday, the service being taken by the rector, Rev D FitzMaurice.  

 
The mourners were Mrs H Hayward (widow), Mr and Mrs J Hayward, Mr and Mrs W Hayward, Mr and Mrs A 
Hayward, Mr and Mrs C Hayward (sons and daughters in law), Mr H Hayward, Mr F Hayward (sons), Mrs E 
Carpenter (daughter), Mr and Mrs Tucker, Mr and Mrs S Brockway (sons in law and daughters), Miss L Hayward 
(daughter), Mr and Mrs A Hayward (brother and sister in law), Mr G Ralls and Miss N Ralles, Wimbledon (sister and 
niece), Mrs H Hayward, Ansty, Mrs Kellow, Tisbury and Mrs Bruton, Salisbury (nieces), Mrs H Hayward, Sherborne 
(nephew), Misses D and J Hayward, Miss S Brockway, Mr M Hayward and Mr T Hayward (grandchildren), Mr H 
Garrett and Mr W Garrett (brothers in law), Mr and Mrs A Garrett, Mr and Mrs E Garrett and Mr and Mrs B Ford 
(brothers in law and sisters in law), Mr G Smart, and friends.   
 
The bearers were Messrs R Jay, S Chapman, H Viney and J Knight.  Mrs H Hayward and family wish to thank all 
friends for their kind sympathy and for the large number of floral tributes sent, including one from the Engineering and 
Traffic Department, Semley Station, and one from the Bennet Arms Slate Club. 
Western Gazette Friday 09 December 1938 

 
1939 Village Hall Dance 

The Committee of the Village Hall organised a dance which was held on Friday in the Hall.  Music was supplied by 
Marvins Dance Band.  Between fifty and sixty people were present.  The door steward was Mr A Hull and MC, Mr D 
Jay.  Refreshments were given by Mrs Herrington, Mrs J Young, Mrs Seamark, Mrs Pitman, Miss Crisp, Mrs A J 
Miles, Mr Rogers and Mr Nutbeem.  Prizes were given by Mr E A Seamark, Mr Langford and Miss Jay.  The winners 
of the spot dances were Miss K Gane and Mr Pritchard and Miss Gane and Mr Rockett.  Mr Pritchard also won the 
special prize.  The refreshments were managed by Mrs Cullingford, Mrs D Jay, Mrs Wright and Mrs W Bennett.  The 
proceeds were in aid of the Hall funds. 
Western Gazette Friday 19 May 1939 

 
Funeral 
The funeral took place on Tuesday of Mr William Viney who died after a few days’ illness at Grove House bungalow 
on Friday, aged 83.  The service in St Leonard’s churchyard was conducted by Fr. Hyland of Wardour.  Wreaths 
included the following:  Harold and Win, Rose (daughter), Uncle George and family, Mrs Haines and family, Sir 
Charles and Lady Lambe, Mr and Mrs W Bennett, Misses Bridle and Miss Maidment. 
Western Gazette Friday 07 July 1939 

 
Exemption from Service 
A Semley farmer who went with a solicitor to the South Western Military Service Tribunal at Bristol on Wednesday, 
said his son, A H W Paulley, could not attend the Tribunal.  “He cannot travel by car or train without becoming as sick 
as anything” said Mr Paulley, “and he would not be able to do anything when he got here”.  Mr Paulley said his son, 
who helped him on his 135 acre farm, objected to fighting on religious grounds.  Paulley was granted full exemption 
from military service. 
Western Gazette Friday 03 November 1939 

 
1940 Family Announcement 

On Tuesday June 18
th
 1940 at The Green, Semley, William James Sully passed peacefully to his rest after a long 

illness, aged 69 years.                                                                                                                              
Western Gazette June 28 1940 
 
Collection 
During the week from July 13

th
-20

th
 the Womens’ Voluntary Services collected over 40 pots and pans and many small 

aluminium articles in Semley. 
Western Gazette Friday 02 August 1940 

 
Infant Welfare Clinic 
An infant welfare clinic is held in Semley the last Thursday in every month at the rectory.  The mothers and babies 
have been photographed.  At the clinic last Thursday, Mrs FitzMaurice was presented with an enlarged photo by 
Peter Scammell.  Margaret Coward presented one to Dr Chapman, Nurse Birdsall gave one to each of the mothers. 
Western Gazette Friday 02 August 1940 

 
Funeral 
Mr Frank Parsons passed away on Friday at the age of 63, at the residence of his son, Mr J Parsons, of Hart Hill 
Cottages, Semley.  He was well known and had been residing with his son for some time.   
 
The funeral service on Monday was conducted by the Rector, the Rev D Fitzmaurice.  The mourners were Mr and 
Mrs J Parsons (son and daughter in law), Mr H Parsons (brother), Mrs P Clark, Motcombe (niece).  Others present 
were Mrs Rideout, Mrs Pitman, Mr R B Dunford, Mr Rowden and Mr Wellstead.  The relatives of the late Mr F 
Parsons wish to thank all kind friends for their sympathy in their bereavement and for the lovely flowers sent. 
Western Gazette Friday 20 September 1940 
 
Tisbury Petty Sessions 
Ernest Alfred Parham of 5 Council Houses Semley admitted being in possession of two pairs of Army pants.  PC 
Beard said defendant told him he paid 5s for the pants from a soldier who said he was without money and wanted to 
get a drink.  He offered the soldier 2s 6d per pair, thinking he would not sell them.  He regretted having bought the 
pants.  Fined 5s 

  



Walter George Hunt of Railway Cottages Semley admitted being in possession of a pair of Army boots.  He told PC 
Beard that he bought them from a soldier for 10s as he said they were too small for him.  A fortnight later the soldier 
saw him again and said he was hard up and he gave him another half a crown.  Defendant said he had worn the 
boots openly and did not know he was doing wrong, as he thought the boots were the man’s own personal property.  
Fined 5s 
Western Gazette Friday 20 December 1940 

 
1941 Moved Cattle 

Harry Frederick Dunford, of Amberleaze Farm, Semley, was fined 20s for moving 30 cows in a foot and mouth area.  
He drove the milk cows and two calves across the road from one field to another and wrote stating that he was not 
aware that he was in an infected area. 
Western Gazette Friday 17 January 1941 

 
In Memoriam 
In loving memory of Elizabeth, beloved wife of Ernest G Coward, Semley, who passed away April 24

 
1929 

Western Gazette Friday 25 April 1941  
 
1942 Award to Rector’s Son 

Congratulations have been extended to Lieutenant Wilfred Vere FitzMaurice RNR, second son of the Rev D 
FitzMaurice (rector of Semley) on the award of the Distinguished Service Cross for courage and devotion to duty in 
the Mediterranean.  This decoration was conferred on Lieutenant FitzMaurice by His Majesty the King at Buckingham 
Palace at a recent investiture. 
Western Gazette Friday 27 February 1942 

 
1943       Unauthorised Use of Fuel 

At Shaftesbury Sessions on Tuesday, Gertrude Cook of Church Farm Semley was fined £1 for using motor fuel for 
an unauthorised purpose and 10s for leaving unattended a car that had not been immobilised.  Defendant, who wrote 
pleading guilty, said she drove to Shaftesbury to see a farmer on business, but she met with some friends and went 
to a dance with them instead. 
Western Gazette Friday 15 January 1943 

 
Death 
Charles G James of Gutch Common, Semley, passed away in Salisbury Infirmary on June 12

th
 after a short illness.  

Western Gazette Friday 25 June 1943 
 
Semley Father for Trial 
Tisbury Justices (Capt H C R Brocklebank RN and Mr E Young,) on Wednesday last week, committed Harry John 
Perrett, aged 53, a roadman employed by the Wilts County Council, and residing at The Old House, Gutch Common, 
Semley, for trial to Hampshire Assize at Winchester on July 9

th
 for an alleged serious offence against his married 

daughter, Mrs Nellie Caroline Gray, of Watery-lane, Donhead St Mary.  Accused, who was represented by Mr W P 
Farnfield, Gillingham, was granted a certificate for legal aid. 
 
Mr Patrick Cussen, who appeared for the Director of Public Prosecutions, said the accused had been married for 34 
years and had eight children, and the daughter in connection with which the present charge arose was 29, married 
with two children.  Detective Sergeant Iles said the accused admitted the offence.  Alice Matilda Perrett, wife of the 
accused, refused to take the oath and said she did not wish to give evidence. 
 
Miss Amy Mabel Perrett, a shop assistant of Haimes-lane, Shaftesbury, another daughter, said the birth certificate 
produced related to the birth of her sister, Nellie Caroline, now the wife of Ernest Arthur Gray.  In cross examination 
by Mr Farnfield, witness admitted that Mrs Gray had not been on good terms with her father recently and there had 
been a lot of trouble. 
 
Nellie Caroline Gray said she permitted the acts partly from fear of her father and partly because she was in need of 
money on account of her husband’s illness.  Cross examined by Mr Farnfield, witness admitted that her father had 
made complaints to her husband about a man with whom she went to the pictures at Shaftesbury.  She had now 
made the complaint against 
Western Gazette Friday 09 July 1943 
 
Semley Common Incident  
At Tisbury Petty Sessions on Thursday, George Miller, of Cools Farm, East Knoyle, was fined £35 with £6. 16s.6d. 
costs, an advocate’s fee of 21s and his licence suspended for 12 months, for having been in charge of a motor car 
whilst under the influence of drink. He was defended by Mr W Farley Rutter (Shaftesbury) and Mr Ireland (Devizes) 
prosecuted.   

 
The prosecution alleged that at 1.40pm on June 21

st
, PC Beard was returning from Semley Station in a car driven by 

Mr A J Sully of East Knoyle and that when they got to Troke’s Lane they saw defendant’s car standing by the 
roadside facing in the direction of East Knoyle and defendant was by the gate trying to get up off the ground.   

 
He had apparently got out of his car to open the gate and had fallen down.  He was holding on to the bottom rail of 
the gate and when he tried to get up, he pulled the gate toward him and this knocked him back again.  He again tried 
to get up, holding the gate with his right hand, and with his left hand and knee on the ground, he then pushed the 
gate into the hedge behind him.   
 
 



PC Beard got defendant to his feet and found that he was unsteady on his feet, smelled strongly of drink, and his 
speech was slurred.  He told Miller that he was definitely under the influence of drink and he said he had come from 
the Kingsettle, where he had had two glasses of beer.  When Miller tried to enter the car, he again fell over, and as 
he tried to start the engine, PC Beard removed the ignition key.  On the way to Tisbury Police Station, defendant kept 
saying “I am sorry, can we square this up without going to the Police Station”.   

 
Defendant denied the allegation and for the defence it was said that he had been to get a hay knife repaired and had 
had a drink or two.  When he got to the gate across the Common, he got out to open it and in doing so, fell down 
Western Gazette July 16 1943 

 
Death and Funeral 
Mr Charles Ricketts died suddenly on Friday evening, August 27

th
, at his home, Gutch Common, Semley.  Mr 

Ricketts, who was 70 years of age, had been in his usual health but had suffered with heart trouble for some few 
years.  At one time he had been employed at Oysters Farm but was obliged to give up his work owing to an illness 
eight years ago.   

 
The funeral was on Tuesday at St Leonard’s Church, Rev M R Bethune officiating.  The mourners were Mrs Ricketts, 
wife; Mrs Brown, Mr and Mrs Weaver, son in law and daughters; Mr and Mrs Fred Ricketts, son and daughter in law, 
and Mr Lambert, brother in law.  Among those present were Mr Benjafield, Mrs Bethune, Mr and Mrs Hembry, Miss 
Johnson, Mrs Haines, Mrs Broadway, Mrs Penny and Mrs W Parsons.  There were many floral tributes.  Mrs Ricketts 
and family wish to thank all kind friends for their sympathy in their sudden bereavement and for the beautiful flower. 
Western Gazette Friday 10 September 1943 

 
1944  Distributor Wanted 

Man or woman wanted for the Western Gazette in Donhead St Mary, Ludwell, Charlton, Gutch Common and Semley 
(or part) where the paper is already well established.  Smart lad or girl with cycle might suit.  Good payment.  Write 
full particulars as to age, present occupation, &c., to Publisher, Western Gazette, Yeovil. 
Western Gazette Friday 24 March 1944 

 
1945 Semley Gymkhana 

A successful gymkhana in aid of the Semley Victory Fund was held in a field lent by Mr P Bartlett on Saturday and 
attracted a large gathering of interested spectators.  In the eight events there was keen competition.  During the 
afternoon, an anonymous donor gave £50 to the fund which it is anticipated will now stand at over £200. 
 
Arrangements were made by a Gymkhana Committee who received assistance from members of the Victory Fund 
Committee.  Mr H Wort was Hon Secretary with Mrs Pitman as Hon Treasurer, assisted by Messrs W J Pitman, A 
James, L Brice, F A L Richmond and Mrs Cullingford.  The judges were Major John Morrison MP, Miss Francis, Mr 
Tom Doggrell and Mr W Brain.  Members of the Committee assisted by Messrs Viney and Ricketts acted as 
stewards. 

 
First prize winners were:  cart horse parade, G Miller, East Knoyle; carter’s prize for best kept horse, Mr Collis, 
Bowridge Hill, Gillingham; bending race, under 14, Miss Jenny Johnson, Semley; bending race, open, Miss Parham, 
Nurrington; musical poles, Miss Sheila Mackintosh, Berwick St John; jumping, under 17, Miss Mavis Wilkins, Tisbury; 
driving, open Miss Parham; jumping, open, Mrs Wheeler, Marston Magna Somerset; Victoria Cross race, Miss Jill 
Johnson, Semley.   
 
Amusements and side shows were provided by Messrs Taylor of Wincanton and in the evening there was a dance 
for which music was provided by Bob White’s orchestra.  The thanks of the Committee are due to Mr S Langford and 
the Wessex Electricity Company for their able assistance. 
Western Gazette Friday 17 August 1945 
 
Farmers in Dispute  
At Shaftesbury County Court, on Monday, before His Honour Judge Edward Cave, Thomas Leslie Fletcher, of 
Sweetwell Farm, Sedgehill, sued Leonard Allen Hiscock, of Chaldicotts Farm, Semley, for £4 for the keep of three 
heifers from June 16

th
 to July 20

th
.  Mr W Farley Rutter represented the plaintiff and Mr W F Farnfield was for 

respondent. 
 

Mr Rutter stated that three heifers were found on plaintiff’s farm on June 12
th
.  An advertisement was inserted in the 

Westrn Gazette and on July 19
th
 defendant spoke to plaintiff’s brother in Shaftesbury Market concerning heifers he 

had lost.  He called at Mr Fletcher’s farm, but would not pay the amount which plaintiff asked for the keep and went 
away.  The heifers disappeared under cover of darkness that night.  The sole question in the action was whether or 
not the heifers belonged to defendant. 

 
Plaintiff and his brother, Sidney Harold Fletcher, gave evidence.  Defendant stated that when he went to Mr 
Fletcher’s farm neither he, nor his companions, saw the heifers which had been found.  His  beasts were discovered 
at Littledown, which was a good three miles from Sweetwell Farm.  There were more than three hundred beasts on 
Semley Common.  Witness considered 2s 6d a week was ample for keep at that time of the year, not 5s a week as 
claimed. 

 
His Honour, giving judgement for plaintiff for the amount claimed with costs said “What puzzles me is what happened 
to defendant’s heifers from June 12

th
 to July 20

th
 if they were not the three found by plaintiff.  I have a shrewd 

suspicion defendant meant to get them back without paying anything if he could, and that he tried to do so. 
Western Gazette 07 December 1945  

 
 



1946 Films for Farmers 
A film show given by the United Dairies on behalf of the East Knoyle, Sedgehill and Semley Discussion Group was 
very well attended by farmers, their wives and friends, from distant areas.  The films enabled the farmers to see what 
happens to their milk and eggs after leaving the farm. 
Western Gazette Friday 03 May 1946 

 
1st Semley Guide Company 
The Girl Guides held a successful bring and buy sale in the school on Wednesday week.  The helpers were Mrs 
Nind, Mrs Bourne, Mrs A J Miles, Mrs Pitman, Mrs F Ricketts, Miss Maidment and Miss Toogood.  £23 was realised 
including several donations.  On Sunday, the Company colours, kindly presented by Miss James,   were dedicated in 
the parish Church by the rector, Rev J W Nind. 
Western Gazette Friday 03 May 1946 

 
May Revels 
A crowd assembled on the Common on Saturday for the May revels, organised by Mrs Bethune.  A procession was 
formed with the school children, who marched to church for a service and to sing the May carol.  They carried posies 
of wild flowers tied to long sticks.  On returning, the May Queen, Julia Dibben, was crowned by Biddy Cullingford.  
The Girl Guides did a display of dancing on the Green. 
 
As the May revels were held the day after Empire Day, there were empire stalls; in charge – red stall, Mrs Knight; 
white stall, Mrs and Miss Bartlett and Miss Jay; blue stall, Mrs W G Pitman and Miss Haines; cakes, Mrs Broadway; 
produce, Mrs Gardiner and Mrs F Ricketts; lemonade and buns, Mrs C Ricketts and Mrs Penny; tombola, Misses 
Cutfields.  The helpers for the tea were Mrs G Tucker, Miss Burden, Mrs Wightwick, Mrs E Chapman and Miss E 
Toogood.  In the evening there were races for the children managed by the Rev M R Bethune, Mr Bartlett and Mr E T 
Seamark.  The proceeds were for the S.P.G. 
Western Gazette Friday 31 May 1946 
 
Tisbury Petty Sessions - Unstamped Pump 
Daisy Mary Stainer of Church Green Semley wrote pleading guilty to using a petrol pump, which was not stamped by 
the Weights and Measures Inspector, at Swallowcliffe.   Mr E C Mercer, Inspector of Weights and Measures stated 
that the case arose through an Inspector passing the Swallowcliffe garage and finding there a customer being 
supplied with petrol from a pump.   

 
When the Inspector examined the pump, he found that it did not have any seals or stamps as required by the 
regulations.  The pump was giving substantially correct measure.  The pump was repaired by an employee of the 
Petroleum Board in December last, who gave defendant’s brother a printed notice stating that he had broken the 
seals and that the pump would require testing, stamping and sealing by the authorities. 
Western Gazette Friday 13 September 1946 

 
1948 Mere & Tisbury Rural District Council 

Mr W G Pitman asked that the Council give consideration to a water supply for Barker’s Hill, Semley.  He said there 
were seven cottagers who had to fetch water a quarter of a mile, one being an old man of 85.  There used to be a 
piped supply but it had now gone out of use, and nothing had been done since.  It was agreed that the Surveyor, 
Waterworks Manager and Mr Pitman should meet on the spot and present a report to the Council. 
Friday 14 May 1948 

 
Wanted 
Complete table tennis outfit, good condition, wanted by schoolboy.  Cash or exchange fat Turkey.  Bernard Pike, 
Whitebridge, Semley.  Western Gazette Friday 10 December 1948 
 
Fur and Feather Whist Drive 
United Dairies (Semley) Ltd Fur and Feather Whist Drive, Tuesday 21

st
 December.  The Committee of the Social and 

Welfare Club beg to announce that all tickets for this event are sold.  Friday 17 December 1948 
  
Christmas Whist Drive 
At the United Dairies Sports Hall on Tuesday, 61 tables were in play at the Fur and Feather whist drive before 
Christmas.  The MC was Mr F W Barnes, assisted by the following stewards:  Messrs W Pitman, E Roberts, W J 
Ellis, A T O’Dea and H E Pegler.  The prizes were presented by Mrs H Lawton, wife of the Manager, the latter 
thanking the company for their support and Mr Barnes for his appreciated services.  

 
The 33 prize winners were:  Champion prize, Mr A Palmer.  Ladies, Mrs Light, Mrs Toogood, Mr Raymond (as lady), 
Mrs Cox, Mr Few (as lady), Miss Dodge, Miss White, Mrs Vincent, Mrs Cochrane, Mrs E Brooks, Mrs Case, Mrs A H 
Adcock, Mrs Chubb, Mrs Spiller, Mrs Read, Mrs J Street.  Gents:  Mr H White, Mr W H Green, Mr Bigwood, Mr D S 
Pike, Mr V Pike, Mr W B Harris, Mr J Sharp, Mr Perkins, Mr Knapton, Mr E H White, Mr Garland, Mr Bell, Mr Bird, Mr 
H White, Mr Read, Mr R J Mills.  
Western Gazette Friday 31 December 1948 

 
1949 Funeral  

The funeral took place on Friday of Mr Harold Viney of Grove House Bungalow who died in Salisbury Infirmary, aged 
50.  For nearly 25 years, Mr Viney had been employed by Sir Charles Lambe.  He was a member of East Knoyle, 
Semley and Sedgehill British Legion and was also a member of Semley Home Guard.   
 
 
 



The Rector, The Rev. J Nind, officiated and chief mourners were Mrs Viney, Jean and Jack.  Many other relatives 
and friends also attended with members of the British Legion and Home Guard.  The coffin was covered with the 
Union Jack and bearers were members of the estate staff.  Mrs Viney, Jean and Jack wish to express their thanks to 
friends for their sympathy and letters in their bereavement and also for the lovely flowers sent. 
Western Gazette Friday 08 April 1949 

 
Funeral 
The funeral took place on August 31

st
 at St Leonard’s Church, Butleigh, of Mr H A Pitman who died at his home on 

the previous Sunday.  Mr Pitman was the youngest son of the late Mr and Mrs John Pitman of Semley, in which 
village he had spent the greater part of his life, in business with his brothers.  He was very popular.  He is survived by 
his wife and three daughters.  (part article only)  
Western Gazette Friday 09 September 1949 
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