
Wilts & Dorset Slate Club (Semley Branch) 
at the Railway Hotel 1895-1922 

 

 
 

The Railway Hotel, renamed The Kingsettle Hotel in 1935 
 
1895 A Slate Club has been formed at the Railway Hotel Semley for the benefit of the labouring classes, and it is hoped 

that all in the neighbourhood who are not in a club will join.  This is the first year the Club has been formed and 
already 60 odd persons have given their names as members. 

Western Gazette Friday January 04 1895 
 

1895 Wilts & Dorset Slate Club.  The annual balance sheet of this Club, just issued, is of a very satisfactory character.  
Each of the 64 members of the club is entitled to 17s 1½d. 

Western Gazette December 20 1895 
 

1901 Wilts & Dorset Slate Club.  The annual distribution and social evening was held last week at the Railway Hotel, 
Semley, under the presidency of Mr Arthur Hiscock jun., in the unavoidable absence of Mr A Carpenter (Mayor of 
Shaftesbury) through indisposition.  The Chairman was supported by Messrs O Woodford, J Worthy, Barriball, H 
Watts, Johnson Baker, Hotter, Digby and G T Bignel.   

 
The loyal toasts were proposed by Mr O Woodford and honoured with enthusiasm.  “Success to the Club” was 
proposed by the Chairman who spoke of the indefatigable work of the Secretary (Mr C Creed), The Treasurer, and 
the Chairman of the Club.  

 
The Secretary, in reply, read the balance sheet, showing that the receipts for the year amounted to £60 10s 6d.  In 
sick pay, the sum of £18. 17s had been expended, and after all disbursements, a sum of £36. 15s remained for 
division amongst the 71 members of the club, making 10s 4d per member.  The Secretary spoke of the heavy 
amount of sickness during the year, which had been a great drain on the funds, which are payable all the year round, 
and stated that this was the first Club in the district to work under this new rule, which must mean a benefit to a great 
many of its members. 

 
The Treasurer and Chairman, in a few well-chosen words responded.  “The Visitors” was proposed by Mr C Creed, 
who thanked them for their support in helping to make the evening such a success.  The toast was responded to by 
Messrs O Woodford, Johnson and Digby.  

 
Songs were given during the evening by the Chairman, Messrs O and C Woodford, Doggrell, Boggis, Creed and 
others.  The accompaniments were played by Mr Stickland. 

Western Gazette December 27 1901 
 
1907 The annual smoking concert and division of funds in connection with the Wilts and Dorset Slate Club took place on 

Friday at the Railway Hotel, Semley.  Mr A T Carpenter presided over a large attendance of members and was 
supported by Messrs C H Little, G Little, Victor Hewett (chief secretary to the South Wilts Constitutional Association), 
G L Milton (Donhead St Andrew), J Lush (Sedghill), J Worthy, W Worthy, Austin Baker, W Burrow, E Coward, J King 
jun., Bishop, Baker, Brooks, J Gray, Barribal, Burden, E G Young, J E Bignal (hon treasurer), C Creed (secretary).  

 
Mr Creed in presenting the annual report, said the members’ subscriptions totalled £96 1s 8d, and honorary 
members had contributed £12 19s 6d.  The sick pay amounted to £23 4s 6d, and 129 members had received a 
dividend of 11s 10d each (applause).  On behalf of the members he wished to thank the gentlemen who had so 
generously subscribed to the funds, and to assure them that they were supporting a club that did a vast amount of 
good work in the district (hear, hear). 

 
The Chairman congratulated the members of the Club on the balance sheet and said he thought that any institution 
which encouraged thrift or brought men together in friendship and fellowship was one that ought to be encouraged 
(applause).  He knew that this club and the other slate club in Semley had been of very great assistance to the men 
of the parish since the old parish club went out of existence, and especially to those who had passed the age limit of 
other societies.  He sincerely hoped that the health of the Club would be good, and that its prosperity would continue 
for many years to come (applause).   
 
Mr Lush subsequently proposed “The Health of the Chairman” which was drunk with cheers and musical honours. 
The Secretary, in proposing “The Honorary Subscribers” read the list of names which included Lady Grant, Sir Walter 
Palmer, Captain Morrison, Mr W R Shaw-Stewart, Mr C H Little, Mr F H S Styring, Mr L L Morse, M.P., and Mr J 
Benett-Stanford.  Mr C H Little responded to the toast.   



The company also drank to “The Health of Mr A Hiscock” who was prevented from attending by an attack of lumbago 
and the Chairman proposed “The Host and Hostess” (Mr and Mrs J E Bignall). 

 
Songs were contributed by Messrs G Little, Barrabal, Coward, S Rogers, Brooks, Grant, Milton, Compton, F Parsons, 
Candy, H Grant and others, the accompaniments being played by Mr Burden. 

 
In the working of the club for the past year, the treasurer and secretary were assisted by the following committee 
members:  Messrs J Harding (chairman), R Bright, F Parsons, J Smith, G Marsh, A Harding, T Alford and F Fletcher; 
Stewards were Messrs H Gray, T Arnold, T Hillier and Mark Gray. 
Western Gazette 27 December 1907  
 

1921 The Wilts and Dorset Slate Club, with headquarters at the Railway Hotel Semley, held a successful dinner and fete 
on Saturday.  The fete was held in the Hotel Meadow, kindly lent by Mr Mallett, and adjoining fields, placed at the 
disposal of the Committee by Messrs. T Doggrell and W Pike, had been laid out as a race course.   

 
Dinner was served to a company numbering 70 in a large marquee, under the presidency of Lieut. Col. the Hon 
George Herbert, who was supported by the Rev R M Rees, Major Turner, Messrs T Doggrell, M Churchill, C 
Woodford, A Jacobs, C Ford, H Mounty, F Tuck, E Herrington, J W Harrison, F Cole, W Marchant, H A Brown, J 
King, A Haysom, C Coward, J Gray, J Garrett, T Lander, J Smith, H S Smith, R Bright (Chairman of the Club), A J 
Miles (Secretary), A L Wicket (Treasurer), and others.  An excellent meal was served by Mr and Mrs Mallett. 

 
After the toast of “The King” had been drunk with enthusiasm, Mr F Tuck proposed “The Bishop and Clergy of all 
Denominations”.  He said they would all offer a cordial welcome to the new Bishop of Salisbury when he came from 
Australia to take up the duties of his new Diocese.  They knew that he was a most popular Bishop and Archbishop in 
Australia and they hoped his success would be equally marked in the counties of Wilts and Dorset.  (hear hear) 

 
The Rev R M Rees in responding said the country had been passing through a long period of unrest in more ways 
than one and the ought all to do everything that was possible to work together and get things going again as they 
were before the War. 
 
Mr J Smith proposed “The Navy, Army and Air Force”.  Lt Col the Hon George Herbert, who first responded, said a 
good many of them had been in the Army and now that the War was over, it was not a bad life, and any young man 
who wanted a really enjoyable time could find it in the Army.  It was as fine a profession as a man could have, not 
hard work and no pay, as in the old days (laughter).   
 
The order now was not so much work and better pay and that was a capital change for the better.  He could assure 
them that the Army was not a bad job at all for a man.   
 
Major Turner, who also responded, remarked that a man who served in the Forces today had an opportunity of 
seeing different parts of the Empire and gaining experience that could only be obtained by civilians of ample means 
and leisure. 

 
Mr Churchill, in submitting the toast of “The Club”, remarked that friendly society meetings did a good deal to 
establish a spirit of friendship and harmony between masters and men and it was well that the employers should take 
an interest in the recreations and institutions of the people they employed.  He found that the first thing some 
employers talked about was wages (laughter).  Possibly the wages of the workers had to come down a bit when the 
cost of the necessities of life came down, but there was one thing they all wanted to get at.  He thought the way in 
which money was being wasted, not only by the Government, but by local authorities, was positively appalling.  They 
could all do something to bring about the result that was desired.   

 
Turning to the toast, Mr Churchill said he regarded a Slate Club as a very good auxiliary to a permanent friendly 
society.  There was a proposal, supported by a daily newspaper, to scrap the Insurance Act, and it was stated that 
both employers and employed were sick of it.  The danger of such a project was that it would leave many men 
stranded without any health insurance whatsoever.   
 
He hoped men would think very seriously before they agreed to any idea of scrapping the Act.  If anything was 
scrapped, he thought it might be the Unemployment Insurance Act, which imposed a charge of 1s 1d a week on the 
man who was in work and meant to stay there, for the benefit of a good many who did not want to work (hear hear). 

 
Mr A J Miles, in reply, said the financial position was better than in some past years.  They had paid out just over £10 
in sick pay, but he hoped that the fete would recoup the amount.  Mr A L Wicket also responded, stating that he was 
pleased to do anything he could to promote the welfare of the Club.  At times they were a little bit disappointed and 
discouraged, but on the whole they got on very well. 

 
Mr J Gray proposed “The Visitors” and expressed thanks to the numerous employers who had assembled to support 
the Club.  He thought these Slate Clubs were deserving of support because the time of illness was the period when 
the little extra help was needed.  He was pleased to say that in the Semley district there were 200 men who were 
making provision for themselves in Slate Clubs.   
 
 
Mr T Doggrell, in reply, assured the members that the visitors were pleased to lend a hand to help forward the work 
that the Slate Clubs were trying to carry on.  Mr Churchill, proposing “The Chairman”, said the name of Herbert was 
one famed in the Councils of the nation and he hoped the day would be long distant when the name of Herbert was 
not to be found amongst the leading men of Wiltshire (applause) 

 



The Hon George Herbert, in offering his congratulations to the Club, said he was perfectly certain that in conjunction 
with the larger friendly societies, Slate Clubs were a boon to the country.  He was inclined to support the remark that 
this country had an extravagant Government, but as he was a member of the County Council (laughter) he did not 
admit that the body was extravagant (renewed laughter).   
 
He quite agreed with Mr Churchill that the thing to save the country was economy by everybody, and it was up to all 
of them to do what they could to help the Government and the local authorities to economise.  They could let their 
representatives in Parliament and on the local authorities known when they were dissatisfied with anything that was 
being done.   

 
As a humble member of the County Council, he had done his utmost, but it was rather difficult at times to keep down 
expenditure.  They had so many cranks on the County Council, almost as many as there were in the Government, 
who had no idea what money meant, and the general public must teach them that they could not go on spending 
money as at present, but must get back to something approaching pre-war level.  We had been through troubled 
times, but he believed the day was not far distant when the old country would go ahead again and be as great as 
ever in her history.  
  
The future would depend upon the co-operation of all classes.  There were people - not many - who preached class 
warfare, and the setting of one type of people against another, but they did not want that sort of thing.  If they pulled 
together, with give and take on both sides, he was perfectly certain that the country would become as prosperous as 
they had ever known it (hear hear). 

 
The final toast was “The Host and Hostess”, proposed by Mr C Woodford, and Mr J Gray expressed thanks to Mr 
Hugh Morrison M.P. for the loan of the marquee. 

 
In the fete field the band of the Shaftesbury Comrades played a capital selection of music.  Children’s sports were 
held, Sir Walter Grove and the Rev R M Rees acting as judges, Mr C Woodford handicapper and Mr T Doggrell 
starter.  The following were the results: 

 
Boys under 8:               1 K Doggrell, 2 F Stanley, 3 J Lapold 
Girls under 14:              1 F Doggrell, 2 V Stanley, 3 L Dewey 
200yds Open Race:      1 C Dibben, 2 Claude Dibben, 3 G Brooks 
Slow Bicycle Race:       1 W Streen, 2 W Pike 
Club Members Race:     1 A Gray, 2 A Parsons, 3 F Dewey 
Ladies Race:                 1 Miss B Jones, 2 Miss James, 3 Miss Burrow 
 
The Tug of War was won by the Ansty team 

 
A competition was held in connection with the fete.  Two notes, one of £1 and the other of 10s, were sealed and 
deposited with Mr Mark Churchill of the Dairy, Semley.  Two sets of figures were given on the competition slips, and 
the persons who arranged these in the correct order corresponding to the numbers of the sealed notes, were to have 
them.  No-one was successful, however.  The 10s note bore the number 382554 and the prize was divided between 
the 19 who were nearest.  The number of the £1 note was 008174, and this amount was divided among the five 
nearest. 

 
The horse racing, always popular in this district, was put in the evening programme, and a large company 
assembled to witness some interesting events.  Good entries had been obtained for the four races, the opening 
contests being for ponies not exceeding 13.2.  Punters made a mistake at first in selecting Kit, a recent winner at 
Tisbury, but Great Sport soon displaced the smaller pony as favourite and won easily.  One of the ponies, Puck, was 
well ridden by Miss Olive Harris.  Puck was out classed but the girl rider came in for a round of applause on 
completing the course.   

 
There were one or two well-known performers in the race for Galloways, including Mr T Hall’s Useless, recognised as 
a winner of six or seven previous races.  The ring demanded odds, but several other runners were nicely backed, Mr 
H C Palmer’s Kate took the lead and kept it till the winning post was reached.  Useless came out again in the 
following race and, taking the lead early, won very easily.  A good show was made against Useless by Mr F Ponting’s 
Alice, but a boy could not get her out in the opening stages of the race.  She was pounced upon as a good thing for 
the final race and with a stronger jockey she ran a different race and scored after a long set-to with Mr C Woodford’s 
Knoyle Vale.   

 
Captain R Wyndham and Mr T Genge were the judges, Mr E G Gibbs was starter, Messrs T Doggrell and C 
Woodford measurers.  Messrs M Genge and R Jesse were clerks of the course, Mr E G Coward clerk of the scales 
and Mr H S Smith secretary. 
Western Gazette, Friday August 12, 1921 

 
1922 The Semley branch of the Wilts & Dorset Slate Club held its annual dinner and fete on Saturday in beautiful weather, 

the sports events being run off in fields adjoining the Railway Hotel, kindly lent by Messrs W Mallett and W Pike.  The 
arrangements for the day were made by the Committee of the Club of which Mr A J Miles is honorary secretary and 
Mr A L Wicket honorary treasurer. 
 
The annual dinner was held in the new cheese room at the factory of the United Dairies kindly placed at the disposal 
of the club by Mr Mark Churchill.  Saturday, however, was the first fine day for some time and many of those who 
would have attended the luncheon were busy harvesting. 

 



Mr W R Shaw Stewart presided over the gathering and was supported by the Rector of Semley, the Rev R M Rees, 
Mr Mark Churchill, Mr C Pike, Mr T Doggrell, Mr E Coward, Mr J Smith, Mr F Randolph, Mr E Coward, Mr J Smith, Mr 
F Randolph, Mr W Marchant, Mr F Cole, Mr A J Miles and Mr L Wickett.   

 
Apologies for absence were read from Mr Hugh Morrison MP, Col the Hon George Herbert, Captain Benett-Stanford, 
Major Turner, Major Wynne Wilson, the Rev B Johnson and Messrs Moggs, Blackburn, A & R Hiscock, J Young, Hull 
and Bradshaw.  An excellent dinner was served by Mr W Mallett, of the Railway Hotel. 

 
The Chairman having proffered the loyal toast, Mr Mark Churchill submitted that of “The Bishop, Clergy, and 
Ministers of all Denominations”.  Prefacing his remarks by repeating the old couplet “There’s so much bad in the best 
of us” he said, “that he believed that the more that was remembered in connection with the work of religious bodies, 
the more good would be done.  After all, religious work was a wonderful recreation and gave one the opportunity of 
getting away from the worry and the grind of business life, and turning their attention to the things which lifted them 
above the ordinary round and the common task.   
 
With regard to the Bishops, although he was a non-conformist, he could only say that they were a hard working body 
of men, taking an interest in everything that touched the welfare of the country.  As to the clergy, all he could say was 
“more power to their elbow; they had a wonderful scope for good.” 

 
The Rev R M Rees, replying, said he would refrain from saying anything on the subject of religion, which at the 
moment was in a difficult state.  It was the duty of the clergy to take an interest in the affairs of the parishes, because, 
after all, the main work of a clergyman was to guide and direct his people.  Sometimes they felt they were a failure, 
but they went on and tried to do better things.   
 
Commenting on the fete, the Rector said that they would possibly not get so many people there that day because 
they had cut the horse-racing out of their programme.  Horse racing had fallen somewhat in evil repute by reason, he 
thought, of the gambling and betting, which many considered was not quite fair.  He realised that there was in human 
nature a longing to get back a little bit more than they deserved, but bookmakers in the past had got a lot of money 
out of people who had no hope of winning anything.  In France they had a different method, which gave backers a 
reasonable chance of winning, and if their fete that day was not quite a success without the horse racing, perhaps 
they might think it worthwhile to adopt this system, and have the horse racing another year. 
 
Mr T Doggrell submitted the toast of ‘The Army and Navy’ and, after remarking on all that these branches of the 
Service had done during the war, said that while many of them were today the poorer for the loss of sons, they had 
the gratification of knowing that when called upon, they did their duty (applause).  He believed that if another war was 
thrust upon them, the younger generation would be equally ready to do their duty.  The Army recently had been cut 
down.  It was not for him to say whether that was wise or not, but he thought they could leave it to Ministers of the 
Crown to do the best they could for this great Empire of ours (applause). 

 
The Chairman briefly replied to the toast, and Mr J Smith, a blinded solder from St Dunstan’s, said he was rather 
doubtful if another war came, whether the young ones would be so eager to go and fight.  He thought the younger 
generation would rather stand back, and he did not blame them.  He thought patriotism was deteriorating and people 
had shown themselves not to be so patriotic after the war.  Speaking of the British Legion, Mr Smith thought it would 
be beneficial if Semley, East Knoyle, and Hindon, linked up in the Legion and have a hut of their own.  He appealed 
to the aristocracy, the nobility, and the gentry generally, to help them (applause). 

 
The Chairman proposed the toast of the Wilts and Dorset Slate Club (Semley Branch) and said that the continued 
existence of those societies depended upon the spirit of co-operation and good fellowship.  With regard to the 
Semley Club, he believed he was right in saying that since Mr Miles had been secretary, the membership had 
increased by more than double (applause). 

 
Mr A J Miles, responding, said when he took over the secretary-ship, the membership was 54.  At the present time it 
was 128 (applause).  Up to the present this year, they had paid out in sick benefit £32 4s, which was considerably 
more than they paid out in the same time last year.  This year had been a very bad year for sickness. Mr Wickett 
(treasurer) also replied and expressed the gratitude they felt to the few gentlemen they always appealed to, and 
never in vain.  To those they owed much of the success of the club (applause). 

 
Mr J Gray submitted the toast of ‘The Visitors’ and agreed with Mr Miles when he said that this had been one of the 
worst years they had ever had for sickness since he had been a secretary.  He had a little longer experience than Mr 
Miles but this year had been a hard and trying time.  But as long as they could get visitors who would come forward 
to help them, they would be enabled to continue their good work (applause).   
 
Mr S Johnson briefly responded to the toast, and then Mr Coward proposed ‘The health of the Chairman’ in a few 
words of gratitude to him for his interest in, and generosity to, all local institutions.  The toast was enthusiastically 
honoured and the Chairman suitably acknowledged it.  Mr F Cole proposed the toast of ‘The Caterer’ which was 
responded to by Mr W Mallett and the proceedings then concluded. 
 
The Sports 
In the afternoon there was a programme of sports.  The judges were Rev R M Reese and Sir Walter Groves, the 
handicappers Messrs T Doggrell and W Doggrell, the starter Mr M Churchill and the Committee Messrs W Pike, F 
Cole, H Lander, E G Coward and R Hiscock.  The results were:- 

 
 
 
 



Boys open race under 8 yrs    1 G Bennett, 2 D Young, 3 C Bryant. 
Girls ditto    Cole, P Miles and Foster 
Boys 100 yards handicap under 14 1, F Brown, 2 W Jukes, 3 K Doggrell 
Girls ditto    P Doggrell, E Foster, L Dewey 
Ex-service men’s 200 yards, open Brooks, Jewer, A Parsons 
Gent’s slow bicycle   1 H Pitman 
Mile flat race   1 Jewer, 2 Williams 
Pillow fight   1 Stevens, 2 Williams 

 
The tug of war between the married and single men was won by the married men and the tug of war (open) 
was won by J Elliott’s team.  There was bowling for a live pig, given by Mr Arthur Hiscock, which was won by 
Mr Foster of Gillingham.  The East Knoyle Brass Band played for dancing in the evening. 
Western Gazette 01 September 1922  
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