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1900 Tisbury Petty Sessions 

Joseph Parmiter, of Horwood Farm, Ansty, was summoned for causing eight store pigs to be removed to 
Messrs Senior & Godwin’s sale yard at Gillingham without a declaration; William Dowding, dairyman, in his 
employ, was summoned for moving the said pigs.   
 
From the former’s statement it appeared that the pigs were moved by his dairyman under a 
misapprehension, and that they should have been sent to Salisbury instead of to Gillingham, and an order 
was going to be obtained for their removal to the Wiltshire town.  Dowding was fined 6d per pig and the 
costs; the case against Parmiter was dismissed. 
Western Gazette Friday 27 July 1900                   

 
1913 Hindon Petty Sessions 

Frank Hubert Lever, carpenter, of Ansty, was summoned for riding a bicycle at night without a light on the 
Ansty Road.  Fined 2s 6d. 
Western Gazette Friday 14 February 1913 

 
1914  May-Day Festivities 

May lst was celebrated in good spirit in this little village.  The usual Club dinner took place at the Arundell 
Arms, when a good number were present.  The Ansty Brass Band played several selections and dancing 
was freely indulged in.  During the day the musicians walked round the May-pole three times, followed by 
the villagers.  A few shows and swing-boats did a fairly good trade.   
 
The late Mr James Burchall, better known as “Old Jimmy,” was very much missed, having passed away 
last June at the age of 83.  He was the oldest showman in the South of England.  His sons continue to 
exhibit his noted picture gallery and “Jimmy’s” other “inventions.” 
Western Gazette Friday 08 May 1914 
 

1924 County Court Shaftesbury 
Ernest Silas Brain, farmer, of Ansty, claimed possession of premises occupied by William Mullins, a carter, 
previously in his employ.  Mr F H Trethowan, of Salisbury, appeared for plaintiff and Mr W F Rutter for the 
defendant.  Mr Rutter raised a legal point that defendant’s occupation of the house was not a service 
agreement, but His Honour ruled that it was.  
 
Cross-examining defendant, Mr Trethowan asked him if he remembered saying that all the policemen in 
the county would not turn him out of the house until he was ready.  Defendant said he remembered saying 
it.  His Honour:  “Perhaps he was right in the law there.”  (laughter).  An order for possession in a month 
was made. 
Western Gazette Friday 04 January 1924 

 
1926 Territorial’s Accident 

On Saturday night a Territorial named Lewis Macey, of Ansty, Wilts, met with an accident while cycling 
down Angel-lane.  He had enlisted in the Regular Army and was returning home from the Drill Hall, where 
he had deposited his old uniform, when he applied his brakes and was thrown over the handlebars.   
 
PC Blakeman rendered first aid and with the assistance of PC Woodman and PC Bugler, conveyed the 
injured man to hospital where he was attended by Dr Townsend.  Macey had a punctured wound on the 
left chin which necessitated three stitches and his face was severely grazed. 
Western Gazette Friday 26 March 1926 

 
 1928 Dog Owners Summoned 

Emily Rosins Brain, Manor Farm Ansty and Clara Janet Brain of the same address, mother and daughter, 
were both summoned for keeping a dog without a licence and were fined 5s each.  
Western Gazette Friday 20 April 1928  

 
1934 Adjudication under Bankruptcy Act 
 Howard Pike, Ansty-Coombe, Ansty, near Salisbury, haulage contractor. 
 Western Daily Press Wednesday 03 January 1934 
 
1935 Three on a Motor Cycle 

Tom Sidney Morgan, 109 Horwood, Ansty, was fined 5s for carrying two passengers on a motor cycle and 
5s for using the machine whilst not covered by a policy of insurance at Ansty on May 23

rd
.  Inspector 

Townsend said that defendant gave a lift to two children.  As a consequence of unlawful pillion riding his 
insurance was rendered void. 
Western Gazette Friday 19 July 1935 

 



1937 Died 
The funeral took place at Wardour Cemetery on Monday of Mr Samuel Gurd, late of New Barn, Ansty, who 
died at Terrace Lodge, Highwood, Wardour, on March 10

th
 aged 77 years.  Mourners were Messrs G and T 

Gurd (sons), Mrs R Foddy and Mrs J Lever (daughters), Mr J Lever and Mrs T Gurd (son in law and 
daughter in law), Mr J Philips (nephew), Mrs C West (niece), the two Sisters of Charity, Mrs W Lever and 
friends.  Mrs Samuel Gurd (widow) was too ill to attend.   
Western Gazette Friday 19 March 1937 
 
Arundell Arms 
The full transfer was granted of the licence of the Arundell Arms, Ansty, from John James Power to 
Geoffrey George Best.  It was stated that the new licensee had formerly carried on business as a master 
butcher at Salisbury. 
Western Gazette Friday 18 June 1937 

 
Brewery Farm 
Messrs Hall & Woodhouse having let this farm, Messrs Senior & Godwin on Friday conducted a sale by 
auction of the farming stock.  A large company attended and an excellent sale resulted.  22 down-calving 
Shorthorn heifers made £21 10s to £25 15s, averaging £23 10s each; three barren heifers £18; horses £11 
11s to £26 5s; elevator £30; wagons £24; farm putts £8 10s; grass mower £13; self-binder reaping 
machine £11; rick sheet £7 10s; cake breaker £5; ploughs £3; harness £3 per set. 
Western Gazette Friday 08 October 1937 

 
Died 
The funeral took place at Ansty Parish Church on Wednesday, October 6

th
, of Miss Mabel Lever, daughter 

of Mr and Mrs Albert Lever, of Ansty, who passed away on the previous Saturday at the age of 47.  The 
service was conducted by the Rev T Mason, rector of Fonthill Gifford.  The chief mourners were Mr B Lever 
and Mr H Lever (brothers); Mrs Crow (sister); the Misses Maud, Ethel, Kate, Minnie and Lily Lever (sisters); 
Mr W lever and Mr C Lever (uncles); Mrs C Lever (aunt); Mrs G Parsons (cousin).  Many friends and 
neighbours attended.  The parents of Miss Lever were unable to attend owing to age and infirmity.  Mr and 
Mrs Albert Lever and family wish to thank their many friends for kind messages of sympathy and for floral 
tributes. 
Western Gazette Friday 22 October 1937 

 
1938 Adjudications under Bankruptcy Act 

Charles Edgar Lever described in the receiving order as Charles E Lever, Ansty, near Salisbury Wilts, 
haulage contractor and Robert Lush trading as R Lush and Son, Albany House, Tisbury, Wilts, general 
merchant. 
Western Daily Press Saturday 09 April 1938 
 
Died 
The funeral took place at Ansty churchyard on Wednesday week, of Mrs Albert Lever, wife of Mr Albert 
Lever, Ansty, who died the previous Saturday after a long illness at the age of 77 years.  The family 
mourners were Mr Bert Lever, Mr Herbie Lever (sons), Mrs W Crow, the Misses Maud, Ethel, Kate, Minnie 
and Lily Lever (daughters), Mr W Crow (son in law), Mr H Crow (grandson), Mr W lever (brother in law), 
Mrs C Lever (sister in law), Mrs G Parsons (niece).  There were also present many friends and neighbours.  
Mr A Lever and family wish to thank all friends for kind messages of sympathy and for floral tributes sent. 
Western Gazette Friday 22 April 1938 

 
1940 Tisbury Petty Sessions 

Ernest Silas Brain, of Horwood Farm, Ansty, pleaded guilty to allowing three heifers to stray in a foot and 
mouth disease restricted area.  Fined 5s. 
Western Gazette Friday 19 January 1940 

 
1942 Tisbury Petty Sessions 

Walter George Fry, farmer, of Ansty Water, Ansty, pleaded not guilty through Mr A B Lemon, to having 
between the 8

th
 and 9

th
 September, stolen a head collar, the property of Charles Edgar Lever, of Ansty.  

Complainant said he missed the head collar from his pony, which was running in the paddock.  On 
December 22

nd
 he saw his collar on a young pony in a field.  When he passed the field later in the day, the 

head collar had been removed.  The head collar produced was his property.  
 
In reply to Mr Lemon, witness agreed that he had a sale in 1940, and that Mr Fry purchased some head 
collars.  Robert Palmer Jeffery, auctioneer, said he conducted the sale for Mr Lever and sold some 
headstalls to Mr Fry.  There was nothing extraordinary about the head collar produced.  Defendant said his 
father purchased six head collars at Mr Lever’s sale and he re-purchased two of them, one being the one 
produced.   
 
The case was dismissed and at the request of Mr Lemon, the Bench granted a certificate of dismissal and 
£3 3s costs. 
Western Gazette Friday 16 January 1942 

 
1943 Tisbury Petty Sessions 

Henry Feltham, of 82 Ansty, wrote pleading guilty to having trespassed on land in the occupation of Robert 
Fisher Couch, in search of game.  Mr W P Farfield (Gillingham) prosecuted.   
 



Arthur John Goddard said that on Saturday evening, he saw a man putting down snares, but as he was 
half a mile away, he could not recognise him.  Edward Goddard said he concealed himself near the snares 
and at 7.10am on the Sunday, defendant started picking them up.  He refused his name and address, also 
to give up the snares, so witness took them from him.  Later he saw accused in the presence of Inspector 
Townsend and he then said that at 7.10am on Sunday he was in church.  He was an employee of the 
County Council.  Fined 20s and 21s advocate’s fee. 
Western Gazette Friday 17 September 1943 
 

1945 Welcome Home Fund 
In delightful weather on Sunday evening the Ansty Band played selections for an appreciative gathering at 
the Maypole.  As a result of a collection made during the programme over £4 was passed into the British 
Legion Welcome Home Fund, Tisbury. 
Western Gazette Friday 13 July 1945 
 

 Tisbury Petty Sessions 
Gunner Henry V Jay, Ansty, wrote pleading guilty to being in possession of a firearm without a certificate, 
stating that he did not know it was necessary.  PS Iles said defendant owned a .22 rifle for which he did not 
hold a certificate.  Defendant made a statement to which he said the rifle was given to him by an American 
soldier at Southampton.  Fined 10s and the rifle confiscated. 
Western Gazette Friday 17 August 1945 

 
1949 Married 

In St James’s Church on Saturday, Mr Arthur Frank Taylor, elder son of Mr and Mrs H Taylor, Higher Lawn 
Tisbury, married Miss Ellen Jean Feltham, younger daughter of Mr and Mrs H Feltham of Ansty.  The 
ceremony was performed by the Rev L V Porter and Mr Browning was the organist. 
Western Gazette Friday 26 August 1949 
 
Obstruction Complaint 
When Mr S T Davis, of Manor Farm, Ansty, was written to by the Clerk to the Mere & Tisbury Rural Council 
respecting the non-removal of an alleged obstruction across a public footpath leading from New Barn 
Buildings to Cross-ways, he replied that he did not know that it was a public footpath and would be glad if 
the Council would send the person complaining to him to point out the footpath.  Mr Davis added “I am 
sorry trouble of this sort has been brought to your office.  It is a pity these spivs walk about the countryside 
looking for trouble, when they ought to be working, not making more work for the few of us who are trying 
to keep the old country together.” 
 
The Clerk said he had replied informing Mr Davis that the footpath was clearly marked on the map and had 
offered to make an appointment to show it to him.  He had also informed Mr Davis that the complaint was 
made by the Ansty Parish Meeting. 
Western Gazette Friday 09 September 1949 

 
1950 May Day Observance 

The old custom “Ansty May” was observed on Monday when a record crowd gathered around the maypole.  
Members of Ansty, Fovant and Shaftesbury Silver Bands, conducted by Mr R C Dicker, played a fine 
selection of music and also observed the old custom of marching round the maypole, in which the people 
joined with great enthusiasm.  The evening concluded with a dance in the Recreation Hut where Gould’s 
Band was in attendance.  Ansty Band is grateful for the assistance of Fovant and Shaftesbury Bands in 
making the occasion so enjoyable. 
Western Gazette Friday 05 May 1950 
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