
The Wheelwright’s Yard  
 

 
 
This amazing and possibly unique photograph of Semley wheelwrights has been donated by John Burt who lives in 
Lincolnshire.  John’s grandfather is the young man on the far right of the picture, Henry Frank Burt, born 8

th
 July 1863 

in Semley, giving an approximate date for the photograph of c1878. 
 
Wheelwrights were craftsmen of the highest order possessing immense knowledge of the properties of timber.  Their 
craft passed from father to son and from master to apprentice.  Before he could begin to practice his craft, the 
wheelwright had to obtain a supply of timber - oak during late spring and early summer; ash, beech and elm during 
the winter - all would be left to season for 5 or 6 years before reaching the workbench. 
 
A little has been discovered about the wheelwright’s yard in Semley. Its location is revealed in the booklet On Semley 
Hill written by Edith Maidment …  “Mr. Creed was the carpenter and wheelwright and I can recall seeing newly made 
wagons outside his yard on the village green, brightly painted and ready for delivery, a goodly sight.  His premises 
were opposite the Benett Arms, the public house in the village.  A bungalow stands there now.”   
 
A native of Semley remembers a boat wagon, with Charles Creed’s name on it, being used on their farm in the 
1940’s - and recalls the often repeated tale of the young Semley wheelwright who was so strong that he could lift the 
rear end of a wagon off the ground!  Charles Creed and his wife first appear on the 1891 Census - they came to the 
village at least 5 years prior to the census - Charles was still working as a wheelwright in the village in 1923; son 
Reginald followed his father into the trade. 
 
A “home grown” family of wheelwrights were the Marchant’s who lived at Sem Hill.  On the 1851 Census, John 
Marchant is listed as Carpenter, Wheelwright and Parish Clerk; he died in 1881 but had long since passed the craft to 
his son, Henry Thomas.   
 
In 1876 Henry Thomas Marchant married Elizabeth Burt, sister of Henry Frank Burt in the photograph above - and so 
we come full circle!  Could the other men in the picture be members of the Marchant family, or Henry Cuff, a 
wheelwright who was lodging at the Benett Arms around the time the photograph was taken?  Henry Thomas 
Marchant, like his father before him, was not content with being a wheelwright alone, he was also landlord of the 
Benett Arms from 1880 for several years; he died in 1925. 
 
It has not been possible to establish conclusively who owned the wheelwright’s business and when; it may have 
originally been the Marchant’s and latterly, the Creed’s.  However, the 1911 Census shows both Charles Creed and 
Henry Thomas Marchant “working on own account” at Church Green and Sem Hill respectively; it is difficult to 
imagine that the village would have had two separate wheelwright’s yards. 
 

  
 

This section of the 1900 Ordnance Survey map shows the location of the wheelwright’s yard  
on Church Green -  the building marked 257.  W denotes a well. 
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