
 
                        Semley Farmer Fined for Cruelty 1927 

 
Geese “Smothered” 

__________ 
 
Two geese which were said to have been “smothered” while being conveyed to Shaftesbury Christmas Market 
formed the subject of a charge at the Petty Sessions on Tuesday, when Henry Barrett, of Semley, was 
summoned for causing unnecessary suffering to 18 geese, and John Richard Charles Moore-Stevens, of 
Bowmarsh Farm, Semley, was summoned for permitting the cruelty.  The magistrates present were Mr W J 
Cuff (in the chair), Mr R W Borley, Mr C J Stretch, Mr J Hastings and the Mayor, Mr Tom Imber. 
 
Mr W Farley Rutter, prosecuting on behalf of the Society, said that on December 18

th
, Barrett loaded eighteen 

geese to go to Shaftesbury Christmas Market.  They were in a filthy condition and were put into a milk float 36 inches and 51 
inches long.  When they arrived outside the Market, they were seen by the Inspector as they were being unloaded.  One goose 
was on the floor dead, and the Inspector drew Mr Stevens’ attention to it and to the filthy condition of the geese, the plumage 
being matted, and they were not smelling particularly nice.   As the unloading proceeded another goose was found dead.  Mr 
Stevens at first denied it, but later found it to be true.  Both birds were warm and death must have occurred within a 
comparatively short time.  Mr Stevens’ own explanation was that they must have been suffocated while the man was waiting 
outside the market to unload the birds.   
 
Assuming that no room was taken up by the driver, the space for each of these 18 birds was only 10 inches by 10 inches, and 
anyone who had seen a fully-grown goose on the dinner table, knew that space was inadequate even when the bird was dead.  
He (Mr Rutter) suggested that twelve geese would have been ample for the float.  The eighteen were, however, put in a wet 
and filthy condition into a float, but after travelling not more than half an hour, two were found trampled to death or suffocated.  
Geese, or any other bird, as they knew, fought for life to the last, and the fact that they succumbed showed there was gross 
overcrowding.  Their web condition contributed to their plight, and the whole condition of things was one that should not be 
tolerated.  He (Mr Rutter) suggested that there were no alleviating circumstances in the case, the markets were attempting to 
put down this kind of thing, and he asked the Bench to deal with the case in such a way that it should not happen again in 
Shaftesbury Market. 
 
What Inspector Saw 
Inspector Waters gave evidence in support of the opening statement, and said the birds were in a filthy condition, and smelt 
most objectionably.  Defendant said he thought the geese must have died while they were waiting to get into the market, but PS 
Durrant remarked that they could not have been outside long as he had passed along there just before.  Stevens said the 
geese must have been smothered, and when he (witness) was taking the names of the defendants, Stevens asked for (the 
Inspector’s) name and address, stating that he was a subscriber to the Society.  Witness told him that he had to do his duty in 
reporting what he had found.  The geese averaged from 10 to 15lbs each and 15s a pair was the highest price per pair paid for 
them.  He thought that was due to their condition, as they were really unpresentable.  Witness was of the opinion that the death 
of the two geese was brought about partly by overcrowding and partly as a result of their condition.  Inspector Waters added 
that he ought to say in fairness to Stevens that although at first he seemed to treat the matter lightly, he appeared later to feel 
his position keenly. 
 
Driver and Cramp 
Barrett told the Bench that there appeared to be ample room when he loaded the geese and if they had remained in the 
position they were put in the float, they would have got to London all right.  When he got to Shaftesbury, he asked two people 
where the poultry market was, and they did not know, and that delayed him.  There was plenty of room in the float and he 
believed the geese died not from smothering, but from cramp, because they were wet and cold. 
 
The employer stated that he did not know whether the geese had cramp or even smothered.  He thought that as Barrett was 
waiting to get into the market, the two geese, which were smallest, got underneath the others.  Barrett said the geese were all 
right when they were put into the float, but they huddled up front and remained there.  They were however, easily counted. 
 
Answering Mr J Hastings (a magistrate), Inspector Waters said he did not know if there was a seat in the float, but the 
defendant had now admitte4d that he road in the float with the geese.  Barrett said the geese came to the front, which left half 
the float empty.  Had he been walking, they would have been quite safe.   
 
The chairman said Barrett would be fined 10s, and Stevens £1, and two guineas costs.  The Bench hoped it would be a lesson 
to him to be more careful in future. 
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