
Late Night Poaching Affray at Wardour 
 

Hindon Petty Sessions - February 1
st
 1865 

 
 
James Jay and William alias Thomas Garrad, of Anstey, labourers, were brought up on remand, charged with night poaching 
and with violently assaulting and beating John Thomas Adams, Adam Sanger and George Gurd, three keepers in the employ of 
Lord Arundel of Wardour, on the morning of the 15

th
 of January, between one and two o’clock.   

 
The prisoner Garrad, who was accommodated with a chair, presented a most piteous spectacle.  He looked wretchedly ill, the 
whole of his head being covered with plaister, while his face, which had been cut, was also disfigured with numerous patches of 
plaister.   
 
Adams, the keeper, and his assistant Sanger, looked very ill, and their heads were plaistered over in various places.  Gurd, the 
other assistant keeper, who was much injured, was too ill to attend.   
 
The prisoner Jay appeared to have come out of the affray apparently unhurt.  He was as determined looking a ruffian as we 
have ever seen in a court of justice. 
 
John Thomas Adams deposed that he is a gamekeeper in the employ of Lord Arundel of Wardour.  On Saturday, the 14

th
 

January, about 11 o’clock, he was in the preserves at Wardour with Adam Sanger and George Gurd.  They all remained 
watching until about a quarter past one o’clock on Sunday morning, when they heard the report of a gun, and shortly afterwards 
they heard the reprot of another gun.  They were armed only with small sticks.  They were coming up from the direction of the 
small trout pond into the carriage road, and they immediately went towards the spot where they heard the report.   
 
Witness went on five or six yards before the other men, and he had not gone far before he heard a rustling noise in the buhes, 
and out rushed the prisoner Garrad, who struck at him with the barrel of a gun taken from the stock.  Witness called out to Gurd 
to come and assist.  Garrad then came at him again, and struck him on the head with the barrel of the gun and he fell down on 
his hands and knees.  He got up, and succeeded in knocking down Garrad with his stick.   
 
He heard Sanger call out for assistance, and saw him knocked down by another man.  Witness went to the assistance of 
Sanger, who was on the ground, with the other man on him.  Witness did not know Jay, when he saw him on his hands and 
knees.  A struggle took place, and Jay, the other man, hit witness a blow on the head with a bludgeon.   
 
Sanger afterwards revived, and they succeeded in capturing Jay.  Witness heard Gurd calling out, and Sanger went to his 
assistance. Garrad was eventually secured also.  After the two prisoners had been secured, witness picked up a piece of the 
stock of a gun.  The barrel was afterwards brought to his house.  Witness searched Garrad’s pocket, and found the pheasant 
now produced.  The wound on his forehead was received during the encounter with Jay.  The other wounds were inflicted by 
Garrad. 
 
By the Bench:  These men came at us shortly after we heard the rustling in the bushes.  They both came at us at once, from 
the same place.  He did not know who Jay was until afterwards. 
 
Examination resumed:  After he had received a blow from Garrad, he knocked him down.  He left him in charge of Gurd in order 
to go to the assistance of Sanger.  When the prisoners were secured they were taken to his house. 
 
By the Bench:  Witness got possession of the barrell when at home.  He took the pheasant from Garrad.  Sanger picked up the 
gun stock. 
 
Adam Sanger deposed:  I am assistant keeper to Lord Arundel of Wardour.  On the night of Saturday, the 14

th
 of January, I was 

out in the preserves at Wardour.  Adams and Gurd were with me.  We all kept together till about quarter past one, when we 
heard the report of a gun about a quarter of a mile off.  In about five minutes afterwards, we heard another report of a gun.  We 
then made for the spot.  Adams was somewhat in advance of me.   
 
When we had gone a little way, I heard a noise from the bushes, and saw Garrad come out and attack Adams.  The other 
prisoner then struck me and broke my head.  We fought for a few minutes.  We both went down, and Jay got on top of me and 
struck me with a stick more than once.  Adams came to my assistance, and Jay got up.  I was partly insensible and lost my 
stock.   



I heard Gurd crying out for help, and went towards him, and saw Garrad strike him on the head with a barrel of a gun.  Garrad 
swore that he would rather die than be taken.  We, however, succeeded in capturing him, and we took him and the other 
prisoner down to Mr Adams’s and we found out who they were.  About half way down, Garrad said that his name was Toby 
Gillard.  I did not know his name.  I have since ascertained that the other prisoner’s name is Jay.   
 
The prisoner Jay;  He struck me first.   
Garrad:  Adams struck me first three times. 
 
In answer to a question from the Bench, Sanger said that he picked up the stock of the gun and took the gun barrel from 
Garrad. 
 
Dr R C Shettle, of Cann, Shaftesbury, deposed:  On the evening of the 15

th
 January I was sent for to attend the keepers at 

Wardour.  On going there I met my assistant and we proceeded together.  We both examined the keepers and dressed their 
wounds.  George Gurd was the first examined.  We found that his head was covered with dry blood, which I removed.  He had 
seven very severe contused wounds on the head, and a punctured wound on the leg.  We dressed these wounds and then 
went to see the other keepers.   
 
Gurd was at Wardour Lodge and Adams and Sanger were at the keeper’s house.  When we got there we found they were both 
in bed.  Adams had received three severe cuts or contused wounds, in the head.  There were other wounds of a lighter 
character.  He was in a state bordering on inflammation of the brain.  I considered his life was in danger.  He was the worst of 
the three.  On the keeper, Sanger, I found three wounds of a less severe character.  I do not yet consider that Adams is out of 
danger.  Gurd is too ill to attend to-day. 
 
Sergeant Brittan, of the Wilts County Police, deposed:  On Sunday morning, the 15

th
 of January, I was sent for to go to Adams, 

at the keeper’s house.  I went and took charge of the two prisoners.  I searched them and found on Garrad a small bag with 
some shot in it, some gun caps and a knife.  On the prisoner Jay I found a bag with some powder in it, and also some gun 
caps.  I took charge of the gun barrel and the stock, which I received from Mr Adams.  I also took charge of the bludgeon and 
the pheasant, all of which are now produced.  I told the prisoners that I took them in charge for night poaching and beating the 
keepers.  Garrad, in answer, said “The best thing we can do is to say we be guilty”.  The other prisoner was present when he 
said this.  Jay made no reply to the charge. 
 
Mr G F Hogan, assistant to Mr Young, surgeon, of Hindon, stated that the prisoner Garrad, was in a fit condition to travel.  
 
The prisoners, having been duly cautioned, said that they had nothing to say in answer to the charge. They were then fully 
committed for trial at the next Wilts Assizes at Devizes and were conveyed to Fisherton Gaol on Thursday morning. 
 

Sherbourne Mercury Tuesday 14 February 1865 
 

…………………. 
Poaching Affray 
A very desperate poaching affray occurred last Sunday in the coverts adjoining Wardour Castle.  Shots were heard in the 
covert early (2am) on Sunday morning and accordingly, the head keeper, Thomas Adams, with two watchers, A Sanger and G 
Gurd, proceeded to the spot.  After a fruitless pursuit they paused to listen under a large fir adjoining the carriage road.   
 
They had proceeded only about eight paces along the road when they heard a rustling in the covert and immediately after, two 
men, Jarret and Jay, rushed upon Adams and Sanger without a moment’s parley and struck at them.  After a long and severe 
struggle, the two men were captured and with difficulty, dragged about a mile to the keeper’s house.  The keepers had only 
sticks against the iron barrel of a gun detached from the stock and a bludgeon used by the poachers.   
 
All parties are dangerously wounded.  Adams has two deep wounds in the head, penetrating to the bone, one of which, it is 
feared, has fractured the skull.  Gurd has no less than seven wounds in the head an inch deep, inflicted, as in the case of the 
other man, with the nipple of the barrel.  Sanger has two dangerous wounds.  The poachers, who were disbanded from the 
militia some seven years since, had only just returned to their native village.  They are also in a bad way.  It will be some weeks 
before the depositions can be taken.  Nothing of this sort has occurred in this neighbourhood before for 30 years. 

 
Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette Thursday 26 January 1865 
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