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1827 We hear that the new organ now erected in the parish Church at Tisbury is intended to be opened on Whit-Tuesday, 

on which day the Benefit Clubs annually meet and walk in procession to the Church, and that a grand Te Deum, 
anthems, and a selection from the Messiah, will be performed during the morning service. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 28 May 1827 

 
Whit-Tuesday 1827 will be long remembered in the parish of Tisbury as a day of extraordinary pleasure occasioned 
by the opening of a new organ. The friendly societies, attended by bands of music and a great concourse of 
persons, proceeded to the Church, where the morning service was read, and an excellent sermon delivered, by the 
Rev Mr Webster of Codford, whose services having been handsomely volunteered were accepted by the Rev. Vicar 
of Tisbury (Mr Webber), who had himself preached on the preceding Sunday, and excellent discourse on the use 
and advantage of organs in the sublime ritual of our Church.  
 
The choir were assisted by Messrs Biddlecombe, Osmond and Tubb from Salisbury and many amateurs from 
thence and the neighbouring villages; the pieces of music were judiciously selected and well performed: "The 
trumpet shall sound" from the Messiah by Mr Tubb, followed by the Hallelujah Chorus, was particularly effective. 
 
Notwithstanding an unexpected occurrence prevented the entire completion of the organ, which, when finished, will 
reflect the highest credit on the builder (Mr Parker of Bath), its present powers were displayed in a most complete 
and masterly manner by Mr Prangley of Salisbury.  The Church was crowded to excess, and every one appeared 
delighted with the "concord of sweet sounds" which, from "We praise thee, O God," to the last Hallelujah, ascended 
from grateful hearts to the divine source of harmony. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday June 11 1827 

 
1829 The Vicar and one of the churchwardens, and others, inhabitants of Tisbury, against James Jay and others, 

inhabitants of the same parish.  This was a cause originating in an application for a faculty to confirm the erection of 
an organ in the parish church of Tisbury, and has been for some time contested in the Ecclesiastical Court of this 
Diocese.  On Wednesday last, the Worshipful the Chancellor pronounced his decree in favour of the Vicar and others 
the promoters, and directed a faculty to issue. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 03 August 1829 

 
From a Return made to the Clerk of the Peace of this county by the Churchwardens and Overseers of Tisbury, the 
total number of members of the congregations in that parish not belonging to the Church of England amounts to 
1711; of which 1000 are Roman Catholics, 509 are Independents, 103 are Wesleyan Methodists and 99 are Primitive 
Methodists. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 26 October 1829 

 
1846 We are much pleased to hear that the fine old parish church of Tisbury is about to be put into complete repair.  The 

churchwardens, finding it impracticable to get a church rate, are going to defray the cost by voluntary contributions.  
Mr Bennett MP, with his accustomed liberality, has given 100/. In addition to which other members of his family have 
given 20/.     

 
Although it is not intended to solicit any subscriptions from persons unconnected with the parish, the churchwardens 
will, we understand, thankfully and gratefully receive the donation of anyone who may feel disposed to assist in this 
laudable undertaking. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 31 October 1846 

 
1847 We are gratified in being enabled to state that the parish church of Tisbury, in this county, which has for many years 

past been suffered to go to decay, is about to undergo extensive repairs and restoration, combined with increased 
accommodation and, that it is proposed to meet the expenses for the most part by voluntary contributions. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 03 July 1847 

   
1854 Thursday last, the 24

th
 inst will be long remembered in this parish, having been a day set apart for the re-opening of 

the fine old church, after undergoing extensive restorations and improvements.  Too  much praise cannot be 
bestowed on the Rev Mr Mosse, the incumbent, for the indefatigable zeal, combined with the purest taste, with which 
this good work has been carried out by him, at a  cost of upwards of 300/.   

 
The whole of the unsightly pews and galleries have been cleared away, the pavement re-laid, and the whole area re-
seated, so as to afford much increased accommodation.  The west window has been filled with new tracery, and 
enriched with stained glass.  The window was before blocked up by the organ, now removed to the north transept.  
The low gallery in which the organ is placed, together with the seating, pulpit &c., is mostly formed from the ancient 
carved oak of the church, and what was wanting is supplied by carefully following the original details.   
 
 



The Lord Bishop of the Diocese and his chaplains arrived at the Vicarage about 11 o’clock, from where he was 
accompanied by the Ven Archdeacon Hony and about 20 of the neighbouring clergy in their gowns to the church.   
 
The Right Rev Prelate occupied the pulpit on this occasion from which he preached an appropriate and eloquent 
sermon, selecting for his text Galations vi 2 & 3, “Hear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ, for 
every man shall bear his own burden”.  During the reading of the offertory sentences, a collection was made which 
amounted to upwards of 112/.   
 
After the service, the Rev incumbent entertained the Bishop, clergy and other friends in a spacious marquee erected 
in his garden; and, in proposing the health of the worthy incumbent, the Bishop expressed a hope that the time may 
not be far distant when the beautifully carved oak ceilings of the north and south aisles may be restored to complete 
the church, and that the Dean and Chapter of Bristol, as lessees of the great tithes, may be induced to repair and 
restore the chancel.  We must not omit the praise due to the choir for the efficient manner in which the choral part of 
the service was performed.  Lord Mornington and Battishill’s chants were selected for the …., and Psalms with 
Boyce’s Te Deum and Kent’s fine anthem “Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel”. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 26 August 1854 

 
1857 Amongst the church preferments now for sale, is the next presentation to the vicarage of this parish; the church has 

lately undergone restoration; there is a vicarage house and three acres of land and garden, and the tithe rent charge 
is commuted at 440/.  The present incumbent is upwards of 75 years of age. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 16 May 1857 

 
1858 We regret that the rejoicings which were to have taken place in this parish on Monday last, in honour of the marriage 

of the Princess Royal, were put a stop to by the unexpected and melancholy news of the death of the Rev S Webber 
(who had been for thirty three years vicar of this parish), which event took place on the preceding evening, at his 
residence at Fonthill.   
 
The deceased gentleman had for some time past been suffering from a severe fit of illness, but was so far recovered 
as to be able in the afternoon of that day to ride to Tisbury, when he performed the Church Service at the Union 
Workhouse (of which he was chaplain) and preached a most excellent sermon on the uncertainty of human life. 
 
He remarked, during the discourse, that some, who were then present, might possibly before another Sabbath, be 
called into the presence of their Maker.  Before the close of the same day he was seized with illness in the carriage, 
on his way home, and at 10 o’clock he expired. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 30 January 1858 

 
1858 On the 10

th
 inst. the Lord Bishop of Salisbury instituted and licensed The Rev Francis Edmund Hutchinson, BA, to the 

Vicarage of Tisbury, Wilts, void by the death of the Rev Simon Webber, Clerk, on the presentation of Messrs Salt, of 
London, Bankers, and the Rev Samuel T Mosse, of Buckland, Kent, Clerk. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 13 March 1858 

 

1860 A very beautiful stained glass window has recently been placed in the fine old church in this village to the memory of 
the late Mr and Mrs Rogers, by their surviving children.  The window, a large one, is composed of five lights and a 
tracery head.  On the centre light is a medallion representing the crucifixion of Our Lord.  On one side is a medallion 
of the nativity and on the other is a medallion representing the ascension of Our Saviour.  On one outer light is the 
Agnus Dei, on the other the corresponding emblem of the Holy Spirit as a dove descending.  In the head are the 
I.H.S., surrounded by a crown of thorns and a glory, the Alpha and Omega and the emblem of the Trinity, the whole 
being filled with a running pattern of vine leaves, &c.  It has been designed and executed by Mr Clutterbuck of 
Stratford, near London, and will add to the fame which that gentleman has already obtained. 
Salisbury & Wiltshire Journal Saturday 09 June 1860 

 
1875 The vicar of Tisbury replies as follows to a letter which appeared in our columns last week: 
   

“I am grateful to your correspondent for drawing attention to the state of Tisbury Church.  This is what has been 
done.  The chancel roof has been handsomely restored by the lay rectors, under their able architect, Mr Christian; 
and the seating floor, and fittings, by a grant of £200, with another £100 added, have been completed under the well-
known architects of Chichester Cathedral and Sherborne Minster, Messrs Slater and Carpenter.   
 
The same architects have directed the work in the body of the church, which includes the complete repair of the 
south aisle and renewal of its handsome oak ceiling and roof, the seating of the two transepts, the flooring of the 
whole church, supplying a warming apparatus, a drain, and underpinning to the outside walls, removing a worm-
eaten reading desk, putting the old pulpit on a proper base, repairing the font, and re-placing it at the west entrance.   
 
These improvements, together with a noble lectern presented by the squire of Pyt House, give a handsome look to 
the interior of the Church; but I am sorry to say that the remaining roofs are barely weather-tight, and greatly 
decayed; the transepts are falling out, and the tower is pronounced by the architect so shaken, that he advises the 
bells should not be used more than necessary.   
 
For the repairs which have been executed, the amount collected is about £1075, of which £70 was given by 
societies, £480 by landlords, principally Lady Westminster and Mr V F Benett-Stanford, £435 by resident ratepayers, 
and £90 by distant friends.  
 
 
 



I mention these amounts, as vague statements sometimes mislead.  If your correspondent thinks the money 
collected could have done more, I grieve to inform him that I have been obliged to pay for the work between three 
and four hundred pounds, in addition; and neither he nor I had a right to expect that one thousand pounds could do 
the work of five. 
Western Gazette Friday 24 September 1875 

. 
1884 Messrs Dyke & Son, of London, have recently erected beautiful reredos in the chancel of the Parish Church, from the 

design of Mr Ewan Christian, of London.   This design is thus described by Mr Gorse:  Mr George Tinworth, whose 
religious sculpture has been creating so much interest of late, has just completed an important work, which will 
unfortunately not be exhibited, as it has to be placed at once. 

 
It is a large lunette, in comparatively low relief, and it is to form the ornament of the church of Tisbury, I Wiltshire.  
The subject is Christ appearing to Mary Magdalen in the garden.  He is in the act of pronouncing the words Noll me 
tangere, while she falls on her knees in adoration.  The composition is marked by an extreme simplicity, and the 
female figure is relieved against the stone of the sepulchre, which has been rolled away so as to display the interior 
of the tomb, where, according to a pretty medieval legend, two angels are seated singing.  One of the angels lays his 
finger on his lips to warn the other that the Lord is coming. 

 
This central design by Mr Tinworth is of a terra cotta.  The framework is composed of Caen stone, with ground spedle 
frilled with gold mosaic.  The sides of the reredos are of rich alabaster, with band of quatrefoil, with circles of inlaid 
gold and coloured mosaic.  The central portion of the sides is of alabaster, diapered with Irish green marble, the 
intersections being inlaid with gold mosaic.  The bass is of Minton’s red tiles with green and black bands.  The 
cornice is of Caen stone, carved with patera terminating in a carved boss, with a band of Sicilian marble crossed with 
the text “For my flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink indeed” inlaid in lead.  The sides of the chancel from this 
to the rails are dadoed with Caen stone bands with red Mansfield’s squares, inlaid with green tile bands with orange 
spots at the intersections.   
 
The following inscription will be placed on a small brass tablet:  “This reredos and wall panelling were erected by the 
vicar and his wife to the glory of God and in grateful memory of his parents, the late Captain Hutchinson R.N. and 
Mrs Hutchinson”. 
Western Gazette Friday 18 April 1884 
 

1926 During the severe thunderstorm which raged over the town on Wednesday afternoon the Parish Church, which is one 
of the largest, oldest and most historical churches in the West of England, was struck by lightning.  It is assumed the 
lightning first came in contact with the flagstaff, splitting off the upper portion of it, and, passing along the iron roof on 
the top of the tower, which served somewhat as a conductor, it descended to a clerestory window near by the tower, 
where it burst through the stonework of the window, causing heavy pieces of the centre mullion masonry to fall into 
the church, a distance of some 40 feet below. 
 
Fortunately it happened when there was no service being held, or the consequences might have been serious.  Much 
damage was done to the electric light installation, the fuse box being blown out, and also to the switchboard.  The 
lead casing on the wires in the vestry was entirely blown off, and the surplices and cassocks bespattered with molten 
metal.  A part of the woodwork near the wires in the vestry was also torn.  A small but beautifully coloured old glass in 
a lancet window at the west end of the electric light installation saved the church from total destruction. 
 
An unfounded rumour gained circulation in the parish that the church was not insured, and the Vicar and 
churchwardens ask us to emphatically state that the church is fully insured, and has been for many years.  The 
damage to the church will in no way interfere with the usual services being held. 
Western Gazette Friday 14 May 1926 

 
1928 One Hundred Years Ago ….. “The invaluable gates presented by John Benett, Esq, of Pythouse, to the 

Churchwardens of Tisbury, for the churchyard of that parish, were erected last week.  They are five in number, 
beautifully designed and executed, suited to the elegant uniformity of the noble edifice to which they conduct, and are 
alike honourable to the taste and beneficence of the worthy donor.  At a vestry, numerously and respectably 
attended, a vote of thanks was unanimously given to Mr Benett for this fresh instance of his benevolence to the 
parish and attachment to the church”. 
Western Gazette Friday 17 February 1928 
 

1940 At the desire of Lord John Arundel, the family tomb-slabs in Tisbury Church have been moved from the south choir 
aisle to a position in the centre of the choir. 
Western Gazette Friday 22 March 1940 
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