
Obituary - John Freestone 1940 
 

28 Years Headmster of Church School 
 

With the death on April 25
th
 of Mr John Freestone, Tisbury has lost one of its best known 

and most esteemed figures. 
 
He was born at Salisbury in 1866 where, as a young man, he was an assistant master at 
St Thomas’ Church of England School and at the same time, organist at Alderbury 
Church. 
 
In 1903 he became headmaster of Tisbury Church School, superintendent of the Sunday 
School, and organist and choirmaster at St John the Baptist’s Church.  

 
In the same year he married Miss Flora Spearing, and by his marriage there were five children.  His wife having died in 1918, 
he married in 1920 Miss Myfanwy Edwards.  There are three children by this marriage. 
 
His work in Salisbury was the beginning of a life devoted to the service of others.  In addition ot his other duties he was Captain 
of the Church Lads’ Brigade. 
 
In Tisbury his efforts were not confined to teaching.  He became Scoutmaster, Librarian and President of the Mutual 
Improvement Society.  His work during the Great War as Secretary of the Soldiers’ Welfare Committee and the many concerts 
he organised for the entertainment of the wounded soldiers are well remembered. 
 
For some years he was registrar for the distict and secretary of the National Savings Association and his love of music led him 
to form a very successful Choral Scoiety.  For many years he took an active part in politics, being an eloquent speaker for the 
Conservative cause.  He was a keen and enthusiastic worker for the Wardour Habitation of the Primrose League, for which 
work he was awarded the Grand Star.  Always a staunch churchman, he was devoted to religious work and his efforts in 
parochial and Diocesan matters were untiring. 
 
On his retirement after 28 years as headmaster, he became a lay reader and assisted by taking services at Newtwon and 
Chicksgove.  He was the originator of the Diocesan Teachers’ Guild and worked for the preservation of Church Schools.  He 
was also lay representative of the Rural Deanery at the Diocesan Conferences and Synod.  Mr Freestone displayed a talent for 
poetry and his many poems include memorials to King George V and Earl Haig.  The amount of good he did will never fully be 
known.  His kind and genial personality endeared him to all and those who sought his advice found in him a true friend. 
 
A Requieum Mass was held on Saturday at 8am and the funeral was in the afternoon.  The large attendance showed the 
esteem in which Mr Freestone was held in the neighbourhood.  the Rev Canon Barnes, vicar of Tisbury, conducted the first part 
of the service, the Rev A Sutcliffe, vicar of Fonthill, reading the Lesson and the Rev C A Hutchinson, vicar of West Monkton, 
took the committal.  there were several other robed clergy present including the Rev E Cross (rural dean).  Psalm 23 and the 
hymns “O Stength and Stay” and “Abide with Me” were sung and as the cortege left the church the choir changed the Nunc 

Dimittis.  Miss Nurdin was at the organ.  With the coffin were buried Mr Freestone’s badges of the Church Lads’ Brigade, Lay 
Reader’s, Freemasons, Foresters and Primrose League. 
 
The chief mourners were Mrs J Freestone (wife), Messrs John and Thomas Freestone (sons), Misses Flora, Rose and 
Myfanwy Freestone and Mrs Girlder (daughters), Mrs Chatfield and Mrs Beazley (sisters), Miss Edwards, Mr and Mrs G 
Spearing, Mrs V Spearing, Mr O Spearing and Miss Spearing (sisters and brothers in law), Mrs Bernard, Mrs Stokes, Mrs 
Targett, Mr S Bernard and Mr E Chatfield (nices and nephews).  Among the many floral tributes were those from the Managers 
and Staff of the Tisbury Schools, the Diocesan Teachers’ Guild, the Tisbury Church Choir and the Primrose League. 
 
Mrs A M Freestone and family wish to thank all friends for their kind expressions of sympathy in their sad loss. 
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