
Obituary - Henry Thomas Marchant 1925 
 

 

By the death, which took place on Thursday, of Mr Henry Thomas Marchant, of 
Sunnyside, the parish of Semley has lost a highly respected member of a very old family 
of local tradesmen, a widely known personality, and a devoted worker for the Parish 
Church and for a number of secular institutions in the neighbourhood. 
 
Mr Marchant, who was 76 years of age, had been ailing for some time, but on Tuesday 
week, in the midst of his ordinary daily duties, which he continued to discharge, 
nothwithstanding his failing health, he had a seizure.  Medical assistance was 
summoned, but Mr Marchant never regained consciousness and died on Thursday. 
 

Mr Marchant was born in the parish of Semley and lived in it all his life.  His father before him carried on business as a 
carpenter and wheelwright and also discharged the duties of sexton at the Parish Church for a great many years.  Both to the 
business and to the office at the Church, Mr Marchant eventually succeeded his father, and well maintained the good reputation 
so firmly established in both directions.  Mr Marchant continued in the office of Sexton for 32 years, but, even with this long 
record of service, he did not hold the office as long as his father did.  He was also a bellringer and for many years was the 
Captain of the belfry. 
 
For some time Mr Marchant held the license of the Benett Arms and was one of the founders of the Benett Arms Slate Club 
which, in spite of the National Health Insurance Act which killed so many benefit societies of the kind, still flourishes today. 
 
At the time of his death Mr Marchant was Chairman of the club.  While he held the license of the Benett Arms he still carried on 
his carpentry and wheelwright business, but eventually he gave up the license and confined his activities to his trade.  He then 
came to Sunnyside to live, which has always been in the possession of the family. 
 
He was the fourth member of the Prince of Wales Lodge of the Independent Order of Oddfellows (Ludwell), and held various 
Lodge offices.  In politics he was a Conservative. 
 
Mrs Marchant died two years ago in January.  They had nine children, eight of whom survive, four sons and four daughters.  
Two sons and two daughters have settled in Australia.  They are Mr Henry T Marchant, Mr Wm B Marchant, Mrs J Warwick and 
Mrs W Sheen.  The other members of the family are scattered, so that Mr Marchant’s death severs from Semley the last of a 
family that has lived there for generations.  
 
The funeral took place on Monday afternoon at the Parish Church for which Mr Marchant had worked so faithfully and well for 
many years.  The Rector, the Rev E Rees, officiated for a simple, yet impressive service. 
 
The mourners were Mr George Marchant (Fulham) and Mr Fred Marchant (Witchampton), sons;  Mrs C Burridge (Castle Cary), 
sister; Mr Harry Burt (Salisbury), Mr Fred Harris (East Knoyle), brothers in law;  Mr Walter Marchant (Sedgehill), nephew;  Mrs 
Hutchfields (Castle Cary), niece;  Miss Jane Harris (East Knoyle), niece;  Mr Hutchfields (great nephew);  Mr W Caines;  Mr 
Coward (treasurer of the Benett Arms Slate Club);  Mr R Herrington and Mr C Creed. 
 
The bearers (members of the Ludwell Lodge of the Independent Order of Oddfellows) were Bros W Toogood, F Knight, H Hall 
and E Foot.  
 
Wreaths were from George, Edie and Ernie;  Fred, Edie and Joyce;  the children in Australia;  Lizzie and Irwin;  Mrs Burridge 
(sister);  Harry and Jack Burt (Salisbury);  Fred Harris and family (East Knoyle);  Mabel (daughter) and Tom (Dover);  Mrs E 
Marchant and Walter (Sedgehill);  Mr and Mrs W Caines; and from the Benett Arms Slate Club. 
 
During the evening the ringers paid a tribute to their late captain by ringing muffled touches on the bells. 
 
The sons and daughters of the late Mr Marchant desire to return heartfelt thanks to the many friends for kind expressions of 
sympathy; to Mr and Mrs W Caines for their generous assistance; and to those who sent the beautiful floral tributes. 
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