
Highway Robbery 1881 
 

 
At the Police Court, on Saturday, before Mr Hugh Astley and 
Capt. B Holme, three young men of East Knoyle, named George 
Merchant, Albert Matthews and George Flower, labourers, were 
brought up in custody, charged with robbing Joseph Martin of 
Ebbesborne Wake, on the highway, near Wylye, on the evening 
of 21

st
 ult., and stealing a purse containing about 3s in silver.  

 
It appeared from the evidence that the three prisoners were at 
the Swan Inn, Wylye, and that the prosecutor called there to get a 
bed for the night, but could not succeed. He then expressed his 
intention of going on to Salisbury, where prisoners said they were 
going.  They all left the house, and went on the Hindon Road 
together.  Prosecutor found that they were on the wrong road, 
and suspected that there was something wrong.   
 

One of the party then threw him to the ground.  Merchant got his knee on his chest and kept him down and Matthews assisted 
him.  They took his purse, which contained about 2s 4d in silver, out of his pocket, and then ran away.  He returned to Wylye 
and gave information to the police.   
 
PC Cook, stationed at Hindon, acted in a very prompt manner, and traced the prisoners to a public house at Longbridge 
Deverell.  He apprehended them at 6 o’clock the next morning, and found the stolen purse and some of the money in their 
possession.  When charged they at first denied the offence, but afterwards admitted it.  Prisoners were committed for trial at the 
assizes. 
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At the Spring Assizes Winchester, George Merchant, George Flower and 
Albert Mathews were charged with stealing at Wylye, on March 24, 2s 3d 
and a purse, from Joseph Martin.  Mr Ravenhill prosecuted. 
 
Prosecutor, an aged labourer, of Lake, went to Wylye in search of a “bit of 
business.”  At the Swan Inn, Wylye, he tried to get a bed, but failed.  He had 
some refreshments and then saw the prisoners in the house.  They heard 
he was going to Salisbury.  They took advantage of him, and when he left to 
go to the station he got into the wrong road.   
 
Turning back, prisoners threw him down; he hurt his “poor arm” and 
Merchant knelt on his “poor chest.”  Mathews took the purse from his 
pocket, containing four sixpences and a fourpenny bit.   
 
The fellows then went away and he told the police at Wylye, and Police-
constable Cook went after the prisoners, who he found in the tap of the 
George Inn at Longbridge Deverell, ten miles from the scene of the robbery. 
 
 

Merchant was sentenced to fifteen, Flower, who was also an old offender, to twelve, and Mathews to nine months, with hard 
labour. 
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