
OBITUARY - Mr Mark Churchill 1933 
 

55 Years Association with the Dairy Industry 
 

A full life, crowded with useful service for his fellow men, ended on Friday with the death in 
Shaftesbury Hospital of Mr Mark Churchill of Old Boundary-road, Shaftesbury and formerly of 
Gillingham and Semley. 
 
“Mark” as he was affectionately known, was 78 years of age.  He had been in the hospital for three 
weeks, and died from septicaemia following acute appendicitis. 
 

A Dorset man, whose early years were spent at Beaminster, Mr Churchill occupied a unique place in the affections of people in 
this part of the country, for there were traits of his character which made him an outstanding personality.  He gained a high 
reputation for his integrity in his business life over half a century.  It was in June 1876 that he became associated with the 
Aylesbury Dairy Company at Swindon, and later he moved to the Dairies at Semley, which were at that time owned by Mr 
Thomas Kirby.  In the following September, he was sent to Gillingham to open a branch there in a shed in Station-road, where 
the small business has developed into the present extensive buildings.  Depots at Gillingham, Semley and Salisbury became 
the old Salisbury, Semley and Gillingham Diary Company, which later was taken over by the United Dairies Ltd.  During Mr 
Churchill’s many years as depot superintendent, he became widely known over three counties for his personal qualities. 
 
A Notable Record 
Eighteen years ago he came back to Semley and when he relinquished active association with the firm in 1931 he had spent 55 
years in the service of the United Dairies and subsidiary companies.  To mark, this remarkable record, he was the guest of 
honour at a celebration dinner at the Seymour Arms, East Knoyle, when he was the recipient of a wallet of notes and 
illuminated address from the Directors and other officials of the Company, a cheque and album from many local residents and a 
tantalus from the staff and workmen. 
 
During the time he was at Gillingham, he took a keen interest in the social, educational, and religious life of the place.  He was 
for many years a member of the Parish Council and the old School Board, a member of the School Managers, and its chairman 
for a number of years, and a member of the Governing Body of the Gillingham Grammar School as a representative of the 
Dorset County Council.  When he returned to Semley, he continued to take an interest in local affairs, and, in addition to his 
other offices, he was chairman until quite recently of the Parish Council. 
 
Political Activities 
Mr Churchill’s passing will revive many memories of political campaigns in Dorset and Wilts.  His work over many years was a 
valuable contribution to the cause of Liberalism.  It was about 1884, at the time when the extension of the franchise was 
causing controversy that saw the beginning of his strong convictions and ardent political work.  Passive neutrality was a thing 
foreign to his nature.  He maintained fearlessly a position which he was convinced was the right one, and although he could hit 
hard when occasion demanded it, his honesty and sincerity were so transparent that even in the heat of the keenest 
controversies, he preserved the friendship of those who differed from him.  He was at one time president of the North Dorset 
Liberal Association and he was one of the best known speakers for Liberalism in North Dorset, South Wilts and East Somerset.  
 
52 Years a Local Preacher 
His association with Methodism was another remarkable record.  He was brought up in the Church of England, but became a 
convert to Methodism.  At the age of 29 he became a local preacher and continued “on the plan” for 52 years.  He was district 
secretary of the Local Preachers’ Mutual Aid Association.  During his lifetime, he filled every office open to laymen in the 
Shaftesbury and Gillingham Circuit.  He was probably the most active Methodist in this part of the country and had preached in 
most of the Free Church pulpits in this locality.  He was a past president of the Gillingham and District Free Church Council. 
His friendliness and sound common-sense inspired the regard of all who came into association with him, and the memory of his 
service to his time and generation will long remain.  
 
The Funeral 
The funeral service took place at the Methodist Church at Shaftesbury on Wednesday afternoon and the large gathering 
testified to the regard in which the deceased was held.  The service was conducted by the Superintendent Minister, Rev J 
Howes, assisted by the Rev Obed Davies (Congregational), both close friends of Mr Churchill.  Miss Joyce Lane was at the 
organ and the hymns sung were “Who fathoms the eternal thought” and “Lead, Kindly Light”.  The Rev J Howes, in a striking 
tribute to the life and character of the deceased, spoke of Mr Churchill’s highly-developed moral sense, the will-power and 
control which he had to make that moral sense effective, his humour, his kindly spirit and his desire to do good where help was 
most needed.  The Rev Howes read the committal sentences at the graveside in the cemetery, and afterwards Bro. E Hardy 
Bascombe (senior warden of Lodge “Friendship and Sincerity” No 472) read the Masonic sentences.  The brethren afterwards 
filed past the grave and dropped their sprigs of acacia on the coffin. 
 
The family mourners were Mrs Churchill (widow), Mr and Mrs F W Drew (son in law and daughter), Mr Eldon Drew and Mr 
Anthony L T Drew (grandsons), Mrs F G Drew (Cheltenham), Mrs J J Broad (London) and Mr Arthur Lush, Surbiton (nephew). 
 
Mrs Churchill and her family tender sincere thanks to the man friends who made kind enquiries during Mr Churchill’s last 
illness, to those who kindly sent letters of sympathy, and those who sent flowers. 
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