
 

Inquest - Annie Fletcher 1931 
 
On Monday morning the body of Annie Fletcher, aged about 35 years, and a parlour maid at Pyt 
House, Tisbury, was recovered from the pond at Benett’s Bridge, Semley.   
 
Suspicion was aroused by the finding of a handbag and a red mackintosh on the bridge.  The 
police were informed and PC O’Donnell dragged the pond and took the body from the water.  It 
was removed to Billhayes Farm to await the inquest, which was conducted by the Wiltshire 
Coroner, Mr A L Forester, on Wednesday afternoon. 
 
William James Fletcher, 39, Malthouse, Tisbury, identified the body of his sister who, he said, he 
last saw live at his house on Sunday.  She was then very down-hearted and crying.   
 
She said that she had been to Fred Parsons, knocked at the door, and his mother came.  She 
asked if Fred was in, and the mother replied that he was gone to bed to lie down because he was 
tired as he had been out all night.   
 
She said she must see him before she went.  Parsons came out, and they were talking when 

another girl came down the road.  Witness, continuing, said that his sister came back to his house and left there to go back to 
her situation.  She had always lived in the neighbourhood.  
 
The Coroner:  How long as she known Fred?  She had been going with him for nine years. 
 
PC O’Donnell, of Semley, said he was informed that a handbag and mackintosh had been found at Bennet’s Bridge.  He 
noticed that some moss had recently been removed from the wall, and he decided to drag the pond.  After about a quarter of an 
hour he recovered the body of the deceased.  She was fully dressed, but without her hat, which had probably bloated down the 
stream.  She was wearing rimless glasses, and her wristlet watch had stopped at 12.55pm.  It would take a good hour or more 
to get from Tisbury to the bridge. 
 
The Coroner:  She had not been shut out of her situation for being late?  No, the door was left open till 11.40pm. 
 
Fred Parsons, of Sunnyside, Tisbury-road, a fruit hawker, said that he had known the woman for eight or nine years. 
 
The Coroner:  You had been walking out with her?  - Yes 

Were you going to get married or something? – We had not made any arrangements 

Had you had any rows with her? – We had just a tiff on Sunday 

What was that about? – Because I went to Shaftesbury Show on the previous Wednesday 

You mean you did not take her to the show? – Yes, that’s all 

You took some else? – No 

Is what the brother said his sister told him correct? – Quite correct, I saw her three o’clock on Sunday 

I suppose she was a little disappointed or something.  Was that it? – That’s right, sir 

Did you tell her you were not going out with her anymore? – No 

Why should she be upset? – She told me on Wednesday night she wished to finish 

 
Witness said he saw deceased at Tisbury and took her home. 
 
The Coroner:  And said you had finished with her? – No, she said she had finished with me 

You were surprised when she came to see you on Sunday? – Yes, very much surprised 

She came to make it up, I suppose?  You took her at her word, is that it? – Yes, sir 

It’s a long time to walk out, isn’t it? – Yes, sir  

 
Dr J I F Knight said he saw the body just after it was removed from the water.  The body had all the evidence of death by 
drowning and there were no external marks of violence.  She was not pregnant.  She had not had a serious illness, but she had 
cataract of both eyes, and that made her rather depressed.  There was nothing the matter with her to turn her brain. 
 
The Coroner returned a verdict of ‘Found Drowned’ and that there was no evidence show the state of deceased’s mind. 
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